
TO:  Nea Governing Board 
FROM: Nea Upper Village Math Team 
RE: Modifying Nea’s Graduation Requirement in Mathematics  
 
Overview:  In relation to AUSD, ACLC, UC requirements and learner needs, the Nea Upper 
Village Math Team is proposing that we modify our math graduation requirements.  We 
suggest maintaining the 40 unit requirement to include Algebra 1, Geometry, and Algebra 2, 
but do not specify that the 4th year be “Other Advanced Math.”  Our suggestion would be 
that the specific seminar taken for fourth year of math would be up to the discretion of the 
Nea academic counselor based on learner need, and that a new two-year Algebra 1 sequence 
be added to the curriculum.  
 
Rationale:  Our current  four year graduation requirement in mathematics is the highest on 
the island, but requires that all learners complete an Advanced Math course (beyond Algebra 
2)  as their fourth year of mathematics.   While this requirement works well for many of our 
learners, it doesn’t work for them all.  Our current requirement makes a Nea diploma 
potentially out of reach for those struggling learners not currently on an IEP  (which allows 
for a change of graduation requirements).   As a rough estimate, approximately 25-45 percent 
of the learners in our next two graduating classes struggle in math and would likely benefit 
from this change. 
 
Creating a two -year Algebra 1 course would give learners who are challenged in math a way 
to earn their four years of high school mathematics credit while working within the range of 
their skill set.  UC does approve a two-year Algebra 1 sequence, and if the Nea Governing 
Board approves this modification of our math requirement for graduation, I can revise the UC 
approved Algebra 1 course which I wrote previously to be a two year course. 
 
Comparison of Graduation Requirements in Mathematics: 

Nea ACLC AUSD CSU UC 

40 credits (4 
years): 

Algebra 1, 
Algebra 2, 
Geometry, 

and one other 
Advanced 

Math 

30 credits (6 
semesters.  Must 
include Algebra 1, 
Geometry, and 
Algebra 2 
 

20 credits (two years) in 
mathematics while in 
high school (courses 
completed in middle 
school do not count 

toward this graduation 
requirement).  A student 

must have passed 
Algebra 1 (whether in 
middle or high school) 

4 years 
recommended: 
including Algebra 
I, Geometry, 
Algebra II, or 
higher 
mathematics (take 
one each year) 

UC: Three units 
(three years) of 
college-prep 
mathematics 
required, four 
strongly 
recommended, 
including or 
integrating topics 
covered in: Alg 1, 
Alg 2, 
and  Geometry 

 
	  


