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October

10/2
Healthy Lunch: Visit the Mediterranean: Lemon chicken or falafel, pita bread, hummus, Greek-Style salad, lemon bars

10/7 
Governing Board meeting; 7:00 p.m.

10/20
PAC meeting; 6:30 p.m.

10/22
CLCS Board meeting (at ACLC); 7:00 p.m.

10/28
CCEF meeting; 7:00 p.m.



November
11/4
Governing Board meeting; 7:00 p.m.
11/6
Healthy Lunch: Chilly Chili: Beef, chicken, or vegetarian chili, cornbread, green salad, brownies

11/10
Canoeing Trip (for Biology and 6th grade learners)

11/11
Veteran’s Day -  no school


11/17
PAC meeting: 6:30 p.m.

11/18
Canoeing Trip (for Biology and 6th grade learners)


CCEF meeting; 7:00 p.m.

11/19
CLCS Board meeting (at Nea); 7:00 p.m.

11/25 – 27
Thanksgiving Break -  no school
( (      News      ( (
Lead Facilitator’s Report

The year is off to a great start! We have a great crew of new learners and very dedicated older learners who are working very hard to make the Center a welcoming place for everyone. We also have the great fortune to have all of our facilitators from last year return to ACLC this year, and we have a wonderful new addition to our staff, Randy Covey, a veteran teacher from Wood School who is now our new Science and Math Facilitator.  Make sure to check out his bio. Also, be on the look out for a listserv email about our new PE facilitator (I’m currently hammering out the final details). 
Big kudos go to Patricia Williamson who worked tirelessly to create a brilliant schedule that is carefully crafted so that there are never too many learners in the Center at the same time. Her clever schedule has really helped us to create and maintain productive work periods for learners who are not in classes. Thank you Patricia!  

SO MUCH is going on this year at ACLC, and I STRONGLY encourage ALL of you to get involved!! If there was every a time when we need to hear from you about how you envision the ACLC of the future, that time IS NOW!  One big-ticket item on our agenda is ACLC CHARTER RENEWAL. We are at the end of our 5-year charter and will be going before the AUSD Board to seek approval for our next 5-year term. We are currently a dependent charter, but in all likelihood will need to go forward as an independent charter, which means we would operate in a manner that is more independent from AUSD. We also need to consider what size we want ACLC to be and what ACLC will look like in the future. We want to hear from all of you. We have had one community meeting on September 26. If you weren’t there, be sure to check your email for a summary of the meeting and ways you can be sure your voice and opinion are heard. 

Another big-ticket item is our WASC review scheduled for early March. WASC, the Western Association of Schools and Colleges, grants high schools accreditation, which, in turn, signals to colleges that a student’s transcript comes from an academically competitive high school. We are going after the longest term possible, 6 years, and we will be letting you know more details about our WASC report as the year progresses.  

There are numerous ways to get involved at ACLC. You can join our Parent Asset Committee (PAC), our fund-raising committee: CCEF, our Governing Board Committees, volunteer to be an outback monitor, serve Healthy Lunch, come to our Governing Board meetings or ask how you can share your expertise with our community. We appreciate all volunteers. Parent, learner and facilitator empowerment is what ACLC is all about. 

Once again, I look forward to a GREAT year at ACLC. ACLC is a fantastic school and I love my job! Please feel free to call me or email me if you want to set up an appointment to discuss your concerns or share your good news. My phone is 521-7543 ext. 103 and email is lkameny@alameda.k12.ca.us 

SAVE THE DATE/TIME: Friday, November 20th, 7:30 pm, Warriors home game fundraiser and ACLC/NCLC event. Come support the Warriors, earn $$ for ACLC and hang out with ACLC and NCLC families. Ticket prices are $25 or $30 and include hot dog, chips and a soda. More information will be coming through the listserv. 
– Lynn Kameny
Executive Director’s Report

On July 1, 2009, I took over the position of Executive Director for Community Learning Center Schools, Inc. (CLCS) the nonprofit public benefit corporation that operates ACLC and Nea. Since then the Nea Community Learning Center has opened and is serving 292 learners in grades K-9.  We have had tremendous parent support for the opening of the new school, and we are currently revising the bylaws of CCEF (Creative Community Education Foundation), the parent fundraising arm for our schools, to reflect the reality of an expanded community here in Alameda. Nea welcomes ACLC visitors, facilitators, learners and parents to come and visit and see how we are trying to replicate the ACLC model in grades 6-9 and expanding our educational philosophy into grades K-5. Maafi is doing great job of getting the educational program off the ground. We have hired a great staff and they will soon be collaborating with ACLC staff on project ideas.  We currently have a limited number of openings for grades 5-9, so if you know anyone what might be interested, please spread the word. 

ACLC opened this fall with 248 learners, a slight increase over the last year.  Lynn has assumed the fulltime responsibilities of ACLC Lead Facilitator and Patricia is Assistant Lead Facilitator. Both are doing a great job of reorganizing the educational program to serve our learners with the new staff configurations. Maafi’s replacement, Randy Covey, seems to be an instant hit with the learners and we welcome him to our community. Twenty-four new laptop computers will soon be available for learner use thanks to the generous donations to CCEF by last year’s parent community.  Spanish 3 is now available at the ACLC. 

All of California’s schools face severe financial challenges as we begin planning for the 2010-11 school year. School funding has been cut approximately $850 per learner over the last two years. For this school year, ACLC is projected to run an $80,000 - $100,000 deficit that will lower our reserve funds.  ACLC may receive some federal stimulus funds which would lower this deficit, but funding projections are predicted to remain at current levels for years to come.  AUSD has similar problems, and has adopted the motto “Business as usual is not an option.”  The same holds true for ACLC and Nea. Nea is slated to expand a grade and increase its enrollment to 358 in the next school year.  What exactly ACLC will choose to do remains open to discussion.  Possible paths include making ACLC an independent charter school like Nea, expanding enrollment, filing a Proposition 39 request to get increased space at EHS or a facility of our own. 

By the time you read this, you will have already attended Back to School Night.  We hope that you found it informative.  For those of you have pledged to financially support the school, we sincerely thank you. For those of you who have not yet pledged, we hope that you will in the near future contribute at a level that is appropriate for you.  We really do need 100% parent participation if we are going to continue to provide the high quality program that we do in future years.   – Paul Bentz
PAC News

Welcome to the new school year and thanks for all those at Back to School night who signed up for various committees!  We will be contacting you soon, and assigning the members to committees as needed.  Although there was a good turn out and show of names at B-2-S night, we could still use a lot more volunteers in order to make the events our learners know, love and need come to fruition!!  FULL community participation is needed to make this work.  Watch for LISTSERV messages in the near future and please feel free to contact us directly any time with suggestions, comments or concerns.

We are planning our first community-wide event 'Game Night at the Center' in mid-November, where we can all come together as families and friends, have some laughs and play some games....again watch that LISTSERV for the save the date e-mail!!!!

Lastly our second PAC meeting of the year will take place on Tuesday October 20 at the Center--ALL are welcome and encouraged to attend these fun meetings so we can discuss and decide on future and on-going activities. 

Thanks and we look forward to making this a great year together~

Erin Barrett--erin.barrett@comcast.net
Jocelyn Holford--jtntca@prodigy.net

Erin & Joey 

PAC Co-chairs 

CCEF News

On Wednesday we elected CCEF Directors from ACLC and Nea. So, now there will be two CCEF committees, one for ACLC and one for Nea. They will have separate bank accounts, separate meeting schedules, separate fund raising efforts, budgets etc.

The ACLC CCEF committee will meet at ACLC and usually meets on the 4th Wednesday of every month at 7pm.

- October 28,

- November 18, (3rd Wednesday, avoids Thanksgiving)

- December no meeting,

- January 27, 2010

- February 24, 2010

- March 24, 2010

- April 28 2010,

- May 26, 2010 last meeting of the year.  Elect new directors and officers.

Robert Boyd

boyd_rljr@yahoo.com

(510) 759-3656

Nurse’s Notes:

Hello everyone and welcome back to another exciting and hopefully healthy school year!

I want to use this space to give you regular updates on current health issues, make announcements regarding health screenings and answer some of your questions. 

As you probably all know the H1N1 flu is expected to make a comeback this fall. You can read all about what the district is doing to keep us all healthy on our website at: www. alameda.k12.ca.us 
We will update this information regularly. If you do not have internet access a handout that covers the information will be available at your school office. 

Other good sources of information are:  Centers for Disease Control:  www.cdc.gov, Alameda County Public Health Department: www.acphd.org or phone: (510) 267-3200.

What can you do to help?

The most important thing you can do to prevent the spread of flu is WASH YOUR HANDS AND COVER YOUR COUGH!

If all of this does not answer all your questions or you have another health related question you can email me at: rkleinman@alameda.k12.ca.us, or call me at (510) 337 7118.

Stay healthy,

Rens Kleinman

District Nurse

General Mills Box tops

Thanks to everyone who has brought in box tops. Please continue to drop off your box tops in the jar by the sign in sheets or you can mail them to me at:

Iris DeMello

1544 Fourth Street

Alameda, CA 94501
The first Box Tops submission date is October 31st.  Please bring in or mail me your box tops by October 28th.

 - Iris DeMello

Listserv

Proper Listserv etiquette is to reply directly to an individual, as opposed to the entire list, when your message is directed to that individual, unless you feel it has broader community interest. This will cut down on the number of unwanted e-mails we all get. Please do not utilize the AACLC-L for matters not related to AACLC, such as business advertisements or solicitations.

If you find one or more e-mail messages to be rude or unwanted and if you find it necessary to respond, we ask that you do so in private.

To add an e-mail address to the Listserv, send an e-mail message from that e-mail address to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with "SUBSCRIBE AACLC-L YourFirstName YourLastName" in the body of the message (no Subject is needed). Do not include the quotation marks.

To get off of AACLC-L permanently, send an e-mail message to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with "SIGNOFF AACLC-L" in the body of the message (no Subject is needed). Do not include the quotation marks.
If you have any problems receiving your messages from the listserv, please contact me at irisdemello@gmail.com.

- Iris DeMello 
Lucky’s S.H.A.R.E.S. Program

Thank you to every one who has already signed up for the S.H.A.R.E.S. program. 

For people who want a card(s), please email me at irisdemello@gmail.com with the following information:

Your full name

How many cards you want 

Your address

You now can request whatever number of cards you need. (previously you could request 2 cards per learner). 

This is an easy way to support ACLC! 

- Iris DeMello

Healthy Lunch Menu 

Healthy Lunch is a parent-run program serving a home-cooked, well-balanced lunch once a month, usually on the first Friday of the month. 

These lunches cannot happen without parent support. If you would be able to help out from time to time with cooking, shopping, serving, clean-up, etc., please email me at alhalameda@aol.com. Each month, about a week before the lunch, I send out an email to all the volunteers stating what is needed. If you can help that month, just email me back. Save your receipts to be reimbursed for your purchases.

The cost of the lunches is $6.00 each. (Checks should be made out to CCEF). Learners who qualify for free or reduced-price lunches through the school district will also get their Healthy Lunch at the same price as a school lunch. All lunches include juice or milk and a vegetarian option.

10/2
Visit the Mediterranean: Lemon chicken or falafel, pita bread, hummus, Greek-Style salad, lemon bars

11/6
Chilly Chili: Beef, chicken, or vegetarian chili, cornbread, green salad, brownies

· Alison Harris 

==================================================

( ( ( (    Facilitator Class Messages    ( ( ( (
MATH and SCIENCES 
by Paul Bentz, Patricia Williamson, Carlton Grizzle & Randy Covey

Math 6: This course will prepare learners for future Algebra courses. The contents of this course are many of the fundamental ideas and procedures necessary to be successful in subsequent mathematics courses and many careers. The course also meets the 6th grade California Mathematics Standards and beyond. 

The course utilizes varied curriculum and activities including projects, problem solving, group and individual work that will serve learners of varied mathematical backgrounds and learning styles. The investigations, problems and practice exercises are designed to develop the students’ logical and mathematical reasoning skills.  Many problems use the mathematics in situations like those encountered by learners in their daily lives.  

In order to be successful in mathematics learners need to actively participate in their learning.  This means that each learner must read and work all of the problems.  Learners need to discuss mathematical concepts and the reasoning involved in the steps of their solutions.  Learners will be working in study teams both inside and outside the classroom.  It is critical that learners complete ALL of the assignments, including homework, to develop their individual skills.  Equally important is that learners take accurate, complete notes and ask questions about any problem that they find confusing.  

If you are interested in seeing how your learner is doing on their daily homework assignments please look on the inside cover of their spiral bound grid paper math notebook.  Taped there is a listing of the problems that are assigned daily.  Each day I check to see if the problems are completed, and I mark a score from 0-10.  This score is based on completion only.  The score sheet also has a complete rubric of how the notebooks are graded.  Also, remember that solutions to the homework problems are on www.hotmath.com. Parents you can help your learner check their homework on line if they are struggling with a problem. Grades are posted on http://www.snapgrades.net/ You should be receiving regular emails from Snapgrades to help monitor your learners progress. (From Patricia) 

Pre-algebra: We have had a great time meeting each other or seeing each other again after the summer break. We started off by investigating the importance of math and algebra in learners’ lives through discussion and a poster project and then hit the ground running! 

Using the College Preparatory Math program as the backbone of the class, this month we have been practicing the “art” of data manipulation, including the finding of mean, median, mode, range, and upper and lower quartiles of sets of data. Learners are the translating this information into a variety of graphic formats, including line graphs and scatter plots, stem and leaf plots, and box and whisker plots. Of course we are also learning to do the reverse, i.e. interpret graphically displayed data to investigate a variety of real life situations.  (from Randy)

Algebra 1:  This year we are piloting a new Algebra 1 curriculum designed specifically for California schools.  The curriculum gives us great flexibility in targeting key concepts in Algebra 1, and provides excellent tools for assessing student readiness and progress.  In addition, by incorporating hands-on projects and strategically using Carnegie Cognitive Tutor throughout the class, learners will have the chance to engage multiple learning modalities. Some of the projects learners will be working on this year include the catapult project, real number system mobile, and paper airplane contest. (from Carlton)

Algebra 2: Algebra 2 is a rigorous development of multivariable algebra using graphing calculators and real-world scenarios to make algebra more concrete. We are using the new Saxon text, which is the choice for home schoolers because of its self directed approach. Learners are introduced to new concepts every class period and are then assigned to complete 20 problems and take an online quiz. The problems are spiraled to maintain an adequate level of practice and connection between concepts. Every two weeks, we will be doing either a real-world exercise or a writing assignment. Some exercises will involve art or construction. Learners are assigned the task of monitoring their own learning success and determining what kind and amount of work they need to do to maintain a rather quick pace. They will be graded on biweekly tests and evidence in their notebooks of their learning process. (from Milt)

Exploration: We will be visiting the beach a few times with the Crab Cove naturalists this year to begin an effort to restore Encinal Beach to a balanced ecosystem. In addition, we will be learning ways to build things: first with paper. Our first paper building contest resulted in a structure that survived a major simulated earthquake, while at the same time soaring eleven inches into the air. (from Milt)

Math Lab: Math Lab is designed to provide additional math support.  Learners are enrolled in Math Lab if they are below grade level in math, however any learner can attend who would like additional support in math. The goal of Math Lab is to bring the learner up to grade level in math.  Math Lab meets Monday, 3rd period. (from Patricia).  

A second Math Lab which meets on Thursday 4th period is designed to work with learners who want to get ahead in math.  This lab is also open to all learners. (From Patricia)
Geometry:  Geometry will start the year learning basic geometric concepts through geometric constructions.  Geometric constructions allowed the ancient Greeks, Egyptians, and Mayans to construct complex buildings well before modern surveying techniques were invented.  After showing mastery of geometric constructions by creating an instructional flipbook, the class will work on several projects including an area silhouette, body volume dunk tank, and a scale model project. (from Carlton)

Precalculus:  This is the largest Precalculus class yet!  Since becoming a facilitator at ACLC, the largest Precal class I ever had 18 learners.  This year there are 32 learners!  I am very excited about the crowd, but it has introduced some challenges.  There are kids sitting on tables for lack of chairs (not that big of a deal.  They seem to enjoy it!).  The most significant challenge is that we don't have enough books.  Currently, learners are sharing books.  At about $140 each, the budget crisis is giving us pause at shelling out a couple of grand for more books.  We're hoping to come up with some unique ways of addressing the book shortage without breaking the bank.  In the meantime, Precal is off to a great start.  Finally, learners are beginning to understand why we forced them to learn such abstract things as completing the square, solving exponential equations, and graphing rational functions.  They're all tools that will be used in calculus. (from Carlton)

Biology: In this course learners will be expected to master the California State Standards for Biology.  For a complete list of the California State Standards for Biology visit the website: http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/scbiology.asp    

The California Biology Standards will be taught through learners exploring issues related to global sustainability. To gain mastery of the California Biology Standards learners will be challenged with a specific global issue.  They will then collect scientific evidence through investigations, readings and experiments.  Learners will then analyze their evidence and use this evidence and new knowledge to reach a decision or to solve the original global issue.  Through this process they will learn how science affects peoples’ lives.  Learners will be required to apply scientific evidence and the concept of trade-offs to personal and societal decisions. To understand each of these issues learners will have to build a foundation of knowledge in the biology content standards. As a class we will be doing activities that will help us understand biology content standards. Thus learners’ grades will be determined by their ability to show comprehension of the biology content standards and their ability to apply that understanding to the issues. (from Patricia) 

Grades will be posted on http://www.snapgrades.net. You will be receiving regular emails updating you on your learner’s progress.  (From Patricia)

Chemistry: Chemistry is the exploration of the hidden properties of matter, properties that are revealed when different materials are heated or mixed with more reactive substances. This same exploration was at the heart of alchemy and played a major role in the development of Western culture. Today, our concepts of chemistry have become embedded in a sophisticated, quantum mechanical theory, but the fundamental mysteries of chemistry still arouse curiosity and fun. I am using a new curriculum in Chemistry that is closer to this mystery than any that I have found thus far, yet still offers a foundation in the science of modern chemistry. Atoms and atomic particles are players in the play. Pouches that heat or cool when shaken, clear solutions that cycle between colors, gases that explode to send rockets shooting across the room. These are the plays. Learners need to bring a sense of responsibility and self mastery to chemistry class and it helps to know scientific notation. (from Milt)

Science 6: This course is centered on the Earth, its structure and energy flows, both physical and biological. We have started with developing mapping skills and an appreciation for scale (relative size). This week, we are going to Chabot Space and Science Center to begin to look at Earth from space.

During the year, we will be looking at things from the large to the small and experimenting with basic forces in nature, like plate tectonics, erosion, and tides. Students will begin to better understand the scientific process by completing a controlled experiment with Pinewood Derby cars and a science fair project 

In order to be successful in Science, students will learn to take responsibility for understanding and carrying out multistep assignments in which a new level of uncertainty is introduced. Please help your learners to understand that not knowing is an important state of mind that is different from fear, and that it is the first step to learning. (from Milt)

Life Science 7/8: Most learners enjoyed our introductory project of dissecting owl “pellets” containing the remains of various prey of Barn Owls from Washington State. Although some learners had completed a similar project last year with Maafi, we took it a level deeper by analyzing data from over 40 samples and constructing an Owl Food Web poster to illustrate related ecology concepts. 
Learners then explored the shared characteristics of all living things and how to classify organisms based on more specific characteristics through interactive website investigations, lecture, creative mnemonics for memorization, and various activities using dichotomous keys for the identification of living things. We are moving on now to cell theory and investigating the roles of cell chemistry in a variety of life forms. (from Randy)

Physics: Congratulations to Ginger McBride and Dominic Disarufino for being the first inductees into the “Physics Hall of Phame” with a 23 meter marble throw as part of our introductory project relating the basics of physics to the construction of “popsicle stick” catapults. 
Learners are now in the midst of constructing Estes-style model rockets from scratch, all the while investigating Newton’s three laws of motion and relating them, through interactive websites, lecture, reading, and report-writing, to rocketry and other real life situations involving force, motion, inertia and momentum. We look forward to launching our rockets by mid-October! (from Randy)
HUMANITIES

by Lynn Kameny, Jacob Powell, Lora Lewis, Carrie Blanche, Jacob Powell, 

Julian August & Cathy Dana

English 12 (Senior Seminar): The Seniors will spend this year exploring the theme of Man and Society. We’re starting off with a challenging look at Transcendentalist thought and Thoreau’s classic work about self-reliance, Walden. We’ll then move on to a look at how Thoreau’s ideas continue to evolve in contemporary America by delving into the novel Fight Club. Since Senior Project and Senior Portfolio are requirements for graduation, the twelfth graders are also busy selecting project topics and collecting information for their portfolios. (from Lora) 

English 10/11: I’m so excited to be working with grades 10 & 11 for the first time! It’s great to get back in touch with so many learners who were part of my sixth grade classes way back when! We’re starting the year with a look at American society in the late 1800s and will first be reading Edith Wharton’s acclaimed novel The Age of Innocence. Next up, we’ll move to the meat packing industry of early 20th century Chicago with Upton Sinclair’s novel The Jungle, which we plan to coordinate with the study of this time period in Jake’s U.S. History seminar. (from Lora)

6/7 Humanities Class Information: In our class we will use primary sources, lectures, discussions, projects, simulations, videos, computers, novels, and our history text to learn about the Ancient World. The course will start with archeological studies of prehistoric hunter-gather societies.  We will go on to explore the early societies of Mesopotamia and Egypt, the ancient Hebrews, the empires and dynasties of ancient India and China, and the rise of civilizations in ancient Greece and Rome, with their many legacies for Western civilizations.  Additionally, we will analyze major themes of Language Arts including: Short Stories, Nonfiction, Drama, Poetry and Oral Traditions.  Each of these units will include a writing assessment that will demonstrate understanding of each of the major elements.  Homework will be given occasionally, sometimes on weekends, and will usually consist of completing in class work or reading assignments. (from Julian)

8 Humanities – Language Arts Class Information: In our class we will use our Literature text to explore major themes of Language Arts, including: Short Stories, Nonfiction, Drama, Poetry and Oral Traditions.  Each unit will cover major literary elements, spelling and grammar, and include a have formal writing assignment.  We will also read a number of novels this year: The Outsiders, The Pearl, Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry, and Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Woman.  Homework will be given regularly, sometimes on weekends, and will usually consist of completing in class work or reading assignments. (from Julian)
Humanities 9: For the first few months of the first semester for the English portion of the class we will be reading Of Mice and Men, running a court case and sharpening essay writing skills. Learners will also be reading independent reading books of their choice. In Current Life Issues we will be focusing on the role of the media in our lives and then will turn our attention to studying the role of nutrition in a healthy lifestyle.  (from Lynn)

Honors English 11/12:In the next few months we will be reading the novels that are listed on our syllabus and working on refining analytical writing skills. The next two novels we will study are The Color Purple and Black Boy. (from Lynn)

Humanities Lab: Humanities Lab is a place for learners to organize their materials and assignments, prioritize their work and have a quiet place to read, edit, rewrite/revise and complete assignments. Humanities Lab is for learners at all grade levels that need additional time during the school day dedicated to completing their English and History assignments. This year, Humanities Lab meets and Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 5th period and Mondays and Wednesdays, 6th period. (from Carrie)

Creative Expressions: Last year in Creative Expression learners came up with personal goals we call "desired outcomes" for themselves for the year.  Outcomes ranged from being better students to being free of fears to being better human beings.  One learner's outcome was to be more confident, so I led the learners in a guided imagery process for becoming more confident.

What impression do you make on people?  How does a speaker make strong points persuasively? What makes a person seem competent, trustworthy, intelligent, personable?  How do you learn to present and express yourself skillfully and confidently, in the classroom, social situations, job interviews, giving presentations?
 The objectives of Creative Expression are for learners to develop confidence in presentation skills, the ability to speak comfortably to a group, to be spontaneously creative, and to actively support one another.  Last year learners explored these objectives largely through the art of telling engaging stories, fictional and nonfictional.  Learners examined what makes a compelling story and learned to give constructive feedback to one another. We also worked with guided imagery and desired outcomes.
 This year, the focus for 6th graders will again be storytelling.  Besides telling stories and giving feedback, they will learn about story structure, plot, characters, and setting through various exercises.  The 7th graders will deepen their understanding of story through writing and speaking and will delve into improvisation through words, sounds, movement, and scenarios.  I will be grading them only on class participation, creative risk-taking, focus, and support (actively working together as a team). Parents are always welcome to sit in on a class or send me email. Hopefully, the confidence they build in this class will serve them well throughout their school career and on into adulthood.  I already see their enthusiasm and creativity and I'm excited! (from Cathy)
8th Grade U.S. History: The learners will understand the major events preceding the founding of the nation and relate their significance to the development of American constitutional democracy. The learners will analyze the political principles underlying the U.S. Constitution and compare the enumerated and implied powers of the federal government. The learners will understand the foundation of the American political system and the ways in which citizens participate in it. The learners will analyze the aspirations and ideals of the people of the new nation. The learners will analyze U.S. foreign policy in the early Republic. The learners will analyze the divergent paths of the American people from 1800 to the mid-1800s and the challenges they faced, with emphasis on the Northeast. (from Jacob)

U.S. History: The learners will analyze the significant events in the founding of the nation and its attempts to realize the philosophy of government described in the Declaration of Independence. The learners will analyze the relationship among the rise of industrialization, large-scale rural-to-urban migration, and massive immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe. The learners will analyze the role religion played in the founding of America, its lasting moral, social, and political impacts, and issues regarding religious liberty. The learners will trace the rise of the United States to its role as a world power in the twentieth century. The learners will analyze the major political, social, economic, technological, and cultural developments of the 1920s. (from Jacob)
U.S. History HP: The learners are enrolled in U.S. History 101 at California State University Dominguez Hills. This is a Webcast class which is a part of the distance learning program at CSUDH offered special to high school age learners. This college course looks at U.S. History from a social progressive view using Howard Zinn’s  A People’s History of the United States to analyze the development of the United States. They will be earning 3 units of college credit in this course which lasts until December 11. (from Jacob)
American Government: The learners will explain the fundamental principles and moral values of American democracy as expressed in the U.S. Constitution and other essential documents of American democracy. The learners will evaluate and take and defend positions on the scope and limits of rights and obligations as democratic citizens, the relationships among them, and how they are secured. The learners will evaluate, take, and defend positions on what the fundamental values and principles of civil society are (i.e., the autonomous sphere of voluntary personal, social, and economic relations that are not part of government), their interdependence, and the meaning and importance of those values and principles for a free society. The learners will analyze the unique roles and responsibilities of the three branches of government as established by the U.S. Constitution. The learners will summarize landmark U.S. Supreme Court interpretations of the Constitution and its amendments. The learners analyze and compare the powers and procedures of the national, state, tribal, and local governments. The learners will evaluate and take and defend positions on the influence of the media on American political life. (from Jacob)
LANGUAGE CLASSES

by Terry Toczynski 

Spanish 1: The first year of Spanish is a beginning-level course that focuses on realistic communication at a basic level .In Spanish 1 learners develop listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills using present-tense verbs, a rich vocabulary, and many useful idiomatic expressions. To help increase fluency and improve accents, this year learners will be doing a little more memorization of rhythmic poems, songs, and sayings than first-year students in previous years. Vocabulary includes: days, dates, and numbers; weather; school schedules; preferences; places to go; leisure activities; sports; family; food and restaurants; colors; the home and bedroom; and animals. (from Terry)

Spanish 2: A number of verb tenses are introduced and practiced in Spanish 2, with emphasis on understanding, speaking, reading, and writing narratives about the past. Second-year students are expected to speak with greater facility than those in beginning Spanish, and to handle slightly more complex subjects. This is still considered a beginning-level course, however, so learners should not expect to easily understand much natural Spanish spoken in real-life situations (such as language overheard at the supermarket). As in the first year, second-year students will be memorizing and reciting poems and verses and learning some songs. The topics are an extension of those in Spanish 1. (from Terry)

Spanish 3: The third year of Spanish marks a time of mastery of basic Spanish and the entry into intermediate language learning. Many new verb tenses are introduced and practiced, including the present perfect, the future and conditional, the imperative, and the present subjunctive. Both the age of the students and their degree of language experience make this an ideal time to introduce topics of greater sophistication than those presented in the first two years. Learners add to their repertoire such topics as: the natural world; sports competitions; the nature friendship; the arts, movies and theater; history; medicine; science and technology. Due to the abstraction of the ideas he or she must deal with, a Spanish 3 student may have difficulty speaking with confidence. However, in third year, too, we will be reciting poems and verses and learning several songs. That will help. (from Terry)

DIGITAL ARTS

by Carrie Blanche, David Dilworth & Josiah Hooper

DVS: The DVS family welcomes the new 7th grade class, Film Studies, which will give the learners a crash course in media literacy. This will include acquiring the vocabulary and intellectual tools necessary to study film and video with a critical eye as well as, the patience to sit through long, foreign, faux documentaries that should never have been made. (Just joshin) We will be watching a lot of media; Nazi propaganda, multimillion dollar Hollywood blockbusters and everything in between, and deconstructing the themes, components and skill sets needed to create all of these works.

The 8th graders are, of course, jealous but life isn’t always fair and they will be picking up cameras and editing films in our TV Lab this semester, so they can thumb their noses at their middle school peers for that. After we finish our first project, the 30 Second Spot (PSAs and Ads) we will begin work on a news magazine assignment and then finish the semester with a project of their choosing, either an identity film or a music video.

The DVS upperclassmen have begun work on an ACLC news program that will be broadcast on the front page of the school website and eventually on Comcast Bay Area. They are reporting on the ongoing budget debate within the ACLC community, the recent route change of the AC Transit 63 bus line and a profile of a different kind of athlete, not a disk hurler, that recently traveled to Washington State and won first place in high speed competition. They will continue producing this show through the Fall Semester and then begin work on short form documentaries and narrative films in the Spring.

We are very excited to be using three new High Definition video cameras purchased last year. You can see the difference? (from Josiah)

Digital Music: For the first project in Digital Music, the learners have divided into 3 genre groups (Rock, Hip Hop, and Electronic), and are working in pairs to compose a finished piece. The Rockers are working on recording live guitars and vocals to incorporate into their Reason-based instrumentals. The Hip Hop group is 'remixing' vocal a capella tracks by composing original backing tracks for the vocals, and the Electronic musicians are busy programming layers of drum and bass loops in Reason. We'll be continuing on this first project through the middle of next month, and I can't wait to hear the results! (from David)
Visual Communications: We're starting off by exploring cartooning. So far we've gotten into character design and frame composition, and will begin drawing actual comic strips and pages soon. We've started watching segments of Miyazaki's animated film, 'The Cat's Return', and are practicing drawing characters from the movie.  (from David)

OTHER CLASSES AND CENTER ACTIVITIES

by Lynn Kameny, Gail Smith-Pratt, Terry Toczynski, Carrie Blanche, Carlton Grizzle, Debbie Pollart, Eileen Meredith & Iris DeMello

Art 1: We have a great group this year! Everyone in the class is motivated and dedicated to making art, expanding their knowledge and learning from each other. Our first unit (September 1- Oct 6) is a Materials Unit. Learners are required to try a minimum of three kinds of media that they are not familiar with and to create at least three separate works, one of which must be a mixed media piece. This unit focuses on experimentation rather than image refining. My intention is to increase the comfort level of artists with the materials we have on hand. The focus is on the process rather than the product. In the beginning of October, we will move on to take a look at the role of color. This unit will begin by viewing "Seeing Color: Object, Light, Observer" from the National Art Gallery video library. We will then, as a class, create a color assignment that includes some art history research. This unit will probably take us to the end of October. Parents are always welcome to stop by the class and see what we're up to. Class meets Tuesdays 6th and 7th period (2-4PM) and Thursdays 6th period. Donations of usable art media and materials are always welcome! (from Carrie)

Journalism: This is a new, UC-approved course for ACLC. The 21 learners in the class are hoping to be able to launch our very own ACLC newspaper, with the first issue penciled in for October. Since the course is new, we are building from scratch, so start-up may take a while. However, my experience with these kinds of courses is that they pick up steam as the year goes on; ideas beget ideas, and pretty soon there’s more news and features material than the news hole can handle. Gabriel Kim, the father of learners Regina and Angela Kim, has generously offered to help us print the paper at a deep discount through a business colleague. We are grateful for his offer and are working feverishly to produce that first issue. Please feel free to suggest story ideas: We are looking for news and light features concerning ACLC, Alameda and the Bay Area, and concerning issues of interest to teenagers and their families. (from Terry)

Leadership:  Leadership class is fantastic this year!  The class has overwhelmingly agreed that, not only should they help with day-to-day decisions that affect the school, they are there to learn about leadership and develop the characteristics that people need to be effective leaders.  We have a very talented group of learners, but talent will get them only so far.  By studying different leaders, leadership styles, and characteristics of effective leaders, we will develop skills that will take us further than our talents will allow.  As one learner put it so eloquently, we are all about "Breaking the boundaries of talent!" (from Carlton)

Learning To Learn (Grades 6, 7In this class for the next few months we will be focusing on learners developing and refining the kinds of skills that lead to school success. These skills include, time, task and materials management; conflict mediation; teamwork, and effective studying. A big part of this class will also be learner-driven based on the kinds of support that learners need as their year evolves at ACLC. (from Lynn and Gail) 

Ultimate: Ultimate started off the school year recently with a sizzle, by holding a fundraising lunchtime BBQ at ACLC.  Thanks to the many hands that helped (including some alum), including baking goodies, bringing supplies and cooking the meat, the team made a cool $400. A huge thank you to Encinal Market, for donating the sausages for the event.

Although this will be dated information, the season's first practice is Wednesday, Sept 23rd (right after school) at Crab Cove for all ages. The team will be interviewing a potential varsity coach at this practice. For now, practices are tentatively set for Wednesdays after school at Crab Cove. Once coaches are on board, a set schedule will be determined. (from Debbie)

Theater News: "Doubt" is the award winning play recently made into an academy-award winning movie starring Meryl Streep, Phillip Seymour Hoffman, Viola Davis, and Amy Adams.  It is a very dramatic play set in a church where a priest is accused of inappropriate relations with a young boy. Performances will be held on December 4, 5, 11 and 12 at 7:30 in the EHS cafeteria.  Tickets will be $5 for students and seniors and $10 for adults. The cast is: Father Flynn- Wayne Ng; Sister Aloysius- Laurel O’Conner; Sister James- Anna Campbell; Mrs. Muller- Kiara Heath. For more information contact Gene Kahane at 748-4023, ext. 2200. (from Iris)
EHS Music/Football News:

There will be football games on Friday nights (Oct 9-23), 

October 17 is Santa Cruz Band Review and October 24 is Foothill Band Review in Pleasanton. 

There will be an EHS Christmas Concert in the gym on December 9th. (from Eileen)

Counseling Corner 

Welcome back to all learners and parents! I think we have ironed out our scheduling issues and learners have a clear understanding of when their seminars meet.

I continue to welcome our new learners as they enter our school.

I think this year will prove to be very exciting with the many changes we are looking at for the future of ACLC!

In the meantime I am continuing with the counseling program that tracks learners toward graduation. One of the most gratifying aspects to working as a counselor at ACLC is the many avenues I get to explore with learners who want to “look outside the box” for fulfilling their graduation requirements and to get what they need in planning their futures.

The PSAT is coming up Wednesday October 14 and is offered at ACLC. Juniors and some sophomores take the test that gives learners an idea how they perform on this type of test. Scores are given out in early December. At that point juniors decide when they will begin to take the SAT and the SAT II’s if they are planning to apply to most 4 year colleges.

I am facilitating the Peer Counseling program again this year for 9-12th graders. Our class has grown from 7 learners last year to 16. Our goal in Peer Counseling is to create physical and emotional safety for all our learners. We will continue with peer mediation this year and will add peer counseling drop-in time where learners can talk to a trained (and usually older learner) about a range of issues, from help with homework to problems with making friends. 

Lynn and I are facilitating the Learning to Learn class for 6th and 7th graders. Learning to Learn is an ACLC course designed to help first and second year learners develop and enhance skills that will help them succeed at ACLC and throughout their life as lifelong learners. The class is highly interactive with learners performing skits such as how to make good choices to be successful learners at ACLC. 

I look forward to meeting new parents and reconnecting with “old” parents! 

I am available by email gspratt@alameda.k12.ca.us and phone 521-7543 #107.  

.- Gail Smith-Pratt


( ( (    Meet the Staff    ( ( (
Paul Bentz: I am the new Executive Director for Community Learning Center Schools, Inc., the nonprofit charter management organization that runs ACLC and Nea.  I have been an Alameda teacher for twenty-three years.  I am the founder of the Alameda FIRST Lego League Robotics Program and a former master teacher for the Intel Teach to the Future Program. I have seven years of experience as a wilderness instructor for the National Outdoor Leadership School.  This is my fourteenth year working with ACLC.  Every year has been great, and every year I have seen the school become a better place for learners.  I love my job and cannot imagine doing anything else at this point in my life.  I am married and have a 17 year old son. In my spare time (what little is left) I am learning how to play blues and jazz piano.
Lynn Kameny: This year I am the full-time Lead Facilitator and I am facilitating Humanities 9, Honors English 11/12, and one section of Learning To Learn for grades 6/7, a great collection of classes that keeps me in touch with a wide range of learners. I am enjoying my new role at ACLC and so far the year is going great! Learners are engaged in their work and there is a feeling of support and camaraderie in the Center. What an amazing school!  

I am currently in my 15th year at the Center (Paul and I are the old-timers). Prior to my work here at the Center, I taught at Encinal High for one year and at Alameda High School for seven years. Before that, I worked for three years at Le Cheim School, a school for emotionally challenged and learning disabled students.  All told, I have been teaching since I received my credential from UC Berkeley’s Bay Area Writing Project in 1985; I received my undergraduate degree from CAL (Go Bears!). Other than my life here at the Center, here’s what I enjoy: time with my family, the Big Island, my cats, the outdoors, delicious healthy food, reading, exercising and watching movies. I love my job and fiercely believe in this school; this is the best job I have ever had! The learners here are fantastic and I love to learn right along with them.

Lora Lewis: This year I am facilitating English 10/11, English 12 and Senior Seminar. I’m also excited to once again be providing post-secondary (college and career) planning for learners in grades 10-12.   
After seven years, the ACLC remains a place that motivates and inspires me ever day. My past history includes teaching at Washington School, working as a freelance writer, and project development related to disability policy and adaptive technology. I have a M.A. in English and Creative Writing from Boston University, an undergraduate degree in English from Cal Berkeley, and earned my teaching credential at Mills College. In 2005 I completed a M.A. in Educational Leadership and an Administrative Services credential at St. Mary’s College. 
Outside of school, I spend a lot of time seeing the world through the eyes of my preschool-aged daughter and having my perspective on life renewed and invigorated every day. I’m also passionate about film, literature and writing and continue my quest to help re-invent education and make school “work” for all learners. 

Terry Toczyinski: This is my third year at ACLC, and this is my second year as a voting member of the Governing Board. I’m director of the Curriculum and Standards Committee. This year I am teaching Spanish 1, Spanish 2, Spanish 3 and Journalism. I have been a teacher for 21 years, 17 of those in Alameda public schools. I hold a B.A. and credential in Spanish from Cal State Los Angeles and a Masters in Journalism from UC Berkeley. I also hold a Multiple Subjects credential and several supplemental authorizations. I have been interested in the Spanish language and cultures since high school. Besides studying Spanish formally at the university level, I attended a language school in Mexico during my undergraduate years. After receiving my bachelor's degree, I was awarded a Rotary International Fellowship to study Political and Social Science for a year the Universidad de Los Andes in Bogota, Colombia. When I returned, I got married and found a job teaching four levels of Spanish at a Catholic high school in Southern California. Later I worked as a Spanish interpreter for the L.A. County court system. Having become fascinated with journalism during the Watergate years, in 1980 I moved to the Bay Area to study journalism at UC Berkeley. I completed my masters in 1981 and worked as a news writer for the following 10 years. During my years as a journalist I covered local schools, government, and business, and co-authored a book on labor relations. When I returned to teaching in 1991, I sought a well rounded teaching assignment where I could use both my writing and my Spanish language abilities. In the year 2000 I added a very different activity to my field of interests - martial arts. After seven years of training, in January 2007 I passed my black belt test in Cuong Nhu. I am married and have three almost-grown children.

Patricia Williamson: This is my fifth year at ACLC. I will be facilitating Math 6, Biology, and HP Biology. I will also be facilitating a math lab for learners who need extra support in math or who would like to get ahead in math. The math classes I facilitate prepare learners for Algebra and for the math challenges they will face in everyday life as adults. This year I am Assistant Lead Facilitator and am the WASC coordinator.  For the 19 years prior to teaching at ACLC, I worked at Wood Middle School where I was part of the team that started the Wood Academy, a technology based school within a school program at Wood.  At U.C. Davis I earned a Bachelors of Science degree in Wildlife Biology and received my teaching credential at U.C. Berkeley.  I hold credentials in both math and science.  I am passionate about environmental causes and enjoy the arts as well. My environmental experiences include working on a research team in the Sierra National Forest (for the Forrest Service), and educational work with an organization called “Save the Bay”. My art experiences include ceramics, gourd art, twined basketry and knitting. I am married and have two children. Upon entering my fifth year here I am looking forward to new challenges working in this unique, dynamic and creative environment 

Jacob Powell: I will be facilitating American Government and Economics, American Government HP, U.S. History, U.S. History HP, and 8th grade U.S. History. I have been teaching full time for the last twelve years. I taught middle and high school in Southern California for seven years; there I taught U.S. History, American Government and Economics, 8th grade U.S. History, and 7th grade Medieval History. In 2002 I moved to Costa Rica where I taught at Lincoln School in San Vicente De Moravia, a suburb of San Jose CR. In Costa Rica I taught seventh, ninth, and eleventh grade English Literature. I received a Bachelor of Arts in History with a minor in Geography and a Bachelor of Arts in Social Science in 1994 from Humboldt State University. I have a California Clear Credential in Social Science with a Supplemental Authorization to teach English.

Gail Smith-Pratt: This is my fourth year at ACLC and I will continue to work fulltime. Each new year brings more challenges and more gratification! I work with learners tracking progress towards graduation, with new learners in transitioning from other schools to ACLC among many other counseling duties. We will continue to have our Peer Counseling this year with some added elements. I am also facilitating three L2L classes. I have a BA from UC Berkeley in Women's Studies with an emphasis in Social Welfare. I have a master's degree in Counseling from Saint Mary's College. My master’s thesis looks at the correlation between academic self-efficacy and academic achievement. I have worked as a housing coordinator for homeless mothers and children in Berkeley and worked with mothers of twins in Ethiopia in creating income generating schemes. I look forward to another great year here at ACLC. I live to be in nature and to eat good food. 

Carrie Blanche: In my job as Resource Specialist I support learners with disabilities so that they can meet their educational goals. This means that I meet with learners individually, conduct assessments, work with learners individually or in small groups and schedule paraprofessionals to support learners. Working at the Center is a pleasure because of the learners' energy and desire to succeed. The Center offers a flexible learning environment that accommodates a wide range of learning differences. My role is to spend time with learners planning and implementing innovative means towards our common goal: independent learning Here's a bit about my background: After growing up in New Jersey, I attended the art school in New York City. Many years (and a couple of children) later I transferred to UC Davis where I completed my degree in Studio Art. I taught art for 5 years at a community college before pursuing my Education Specialist credential. Outside of work, I spend time in my art studio, my garden and hiking in the redwoods. I have the great fortune of having three children and two peaceful homes - one in Alameda and the other in the rainforest on the Big Island of Hawaii where I spend summers.

Milt Friedman: For those of you who don’t know me, after careers as a research scientist/manager and as a biomedicine writer/consultant, I became enchanted with the idea of teaching and became credentialed in Biology, and then Chemistry and Physics. I spent a year teaching in an Oakland middle school and 2 years at Las Lomas High School in Walnut Creek. At Las Lomas, I taught Chemistry and started a Forensics Science class. When I heard about an opening at the Center, I got my Math credential and applied. Last year was my first. I facilitate Chemistry, Algebra 2, Science 6, Exploration 6, and Future Leaders Institute. I live in Alameda with my wife Michelle, our daughter Crissy, a 7th grader, and our Aussie, Jack. Our son, Casey, has just finished his first year at Marlboro College. My first year at the center was full of living and learning, and profoundly exhausting. After a summer of play, invention, and sleep, I am BACK.

Julian August: This year begins my second year at ACLC.  Last year was amazing and I have been honored to call ACLC my new home.  After having studied Justice and Social Inquiry and Religious Studies at Arizona State University I came to the Bay Area to teach in our public schools.  I earned my English and Social Studies credentials at California State University, East Bay.  I am currently continuing on at Cal State East Bay to complete a Master of Science in Curriculum.  This year I am teaching 6th, 7th, and 8th grade Humanities and look forward to another exciting year.

David Dilworth: This is my third year at ACLC working as a consulting instructor for the Digital Music classes (previously referred to as “Electronic Music”).  I received an MFA from UC San Diego in 2001, and have been working as both a music producer and visual artist here in the Bay for the last 7 years. I am currently producing tracks for numerous hip hop artists nationwide and doing soundtrack work for local film/video producers, in addition to teaching music production classes at Unity High in Oakland and here at ACLC.  In class we’ll be working on composing, recording, arranging, and mixing original music using Reason and ProTools software and Mac hardware.  

Josiah Hooper: I am a teacher, freelance producer and director of photography in the San Francisco Bay Area. He was recently nominated for an Emmy award for his documentary "Fruits of War", which follows four men who are deported to El Salvador and witness the birth of the gang epidemic in that country. His most recent work for Frontline World took him to Kenya with reporter Edwin Okong'o, part of the 2008 election website The World is Watching. The piece, entitled Sweet Home Obama won the Webby's People's Choice Award. He regularly shoots for programs on PBS station KQED in San Francisco and teaches television production at a local high school, while developing independent projects for broadcast and the web. He lives in El Cerrito, CA with his wife and two beautiful girls.

Randy Covey: This is my first year here at ACLC. I am the proud father of three beautiful daughters and happy husband to my beautiful wife Jenna.

I have been teaching science and math for 20 years in a variety of cutting-edge and traditional public middle and high schools, as well as coaching new and struggling teachers. I am very excited to be joining the ACLC community this year! 

I earned my Physical Science B.A. and Teaching Credential at San Francisco State University in 1989. I later added a Math Credential through Hayward State, and recently completed my Masters Degree in Education (and obtained an Administrative Credential) through the Principal Leadership Institute at UC Berkeley. I continue to be a life long learner. 

I hope to continue to promote problem solving and life long learning skills in here at ACLC through collaboratively creating and implementing real life, project-based, authentically assessed curricula. 

Cathy Dana: This is my third year teaching Creative Expression to 6th, 7th, and 8th graders at ACLC and they are already showing me what a creative bunch they are! Last year we had a wonderful time exploring speaking and presentation skills through storytelling. I loved teaching this class for seven years at a private Berkeley school, The New-Age Academy.

My B.A. is in Humanistic Psychology, my M.S. in School Counseling. I was 2004 Member of the Year in the National Speakers Association, a Certified Speaking Circle facilitator, and I lead monthly Storytelling at the Frank Bette Center for the Arts and an Alameda art salon called Express Yourself. I have a black belt in aikido and teach centering practices called Conscious Embodiment. For 21 years, I have enjoyed a private practice in Healing Touch Hypnotherapy.

Juanita Williams: I am the Office Manager for the ACLC.  This will be my 9th year working for the Alameda Unified School District and my 8th year working for ACLC. I am married and I have two daughters Corniche and Alexia Thompson. Corniche is a 9th grader at ACLC and Alexia is a Sophomore/Senior status attending the University of California, Berkeley and a former ACLC learner. I enjoy working here at ACLC and the learners are wonderful young people. I look forward to meeting all the new parents soon.

Debbie Garcia:  I have been with Alameda Unified School District for 12 years. I am currently enjoying my third year with ACLC. While working here, I have had the pleasure of working very closely with most of the staff members and many of the learners.  My job here is to help the students help themselves. I enjoy my job with Alameda Community Learning Center.  Being here has helped me grow and it has expanded my knowledge in a multi -cultural environment. This has been a great learning experience for me.  It has helped me toward my goal of one day becoming a facilitator. I look forward to many more years of service at ACLC.

Miriam Sundheim: I graduated from San Francisco State with major in Psychology and studied American Sign Language at local colleges. I am currently an Interpreter for the deaf at College of Alameda. My position at ACLC is a paraprofessional helping with tutoring in all subjects here as well as helping facilitators with a variety of tasks.  I have 2 boys ages 15 and 12. I swim 5 or 6 times a week and enjoy swimming in mountain lakes as much as possible. In the summer, I love to hike, be in nature, read biographies and travel guides.  I play acoustic guitar and like early jazz and folk music.

Attendance Requirements:

The staff would like to remind everyone that all learners in grades 6 - 12 are required by California state law to attend school from the hours of 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Those learners who have college classes are eligible for our Off Campus Contract, but their request to leave campus to attend classes must first be approved by the Curriculum Committee of our Governing Board. The necessary paperwork has been handed out and must be returned and approved before learners can legally be away from the ACLC during the school day. 

Those learners without college classes or other eligible Off Campus activities are expected to be at ACLC by 8 a.m. each school day. Those who have an unexcused tardy, will be assigned detention. Habitual tardiness may result in more serious consequences. 

Attendance and punctuality are important because of their direct relationship to academic progress and developing responsibility in students.  According to state law, parents are responsible for punctual and regular attendance.

Alameda Unified School District requires when any student has had 14 absences in the school year for illness, any further absences for illness must be verified by a physician to excuse the absences.  If we do not receive verification from the physician then the absences will remain unexcused.

Please help the ACLC abide by the state laws for compulsory school attendance by getting learners to school on time and reminding them to sign in each day. 

If your Learner is taking ANY courses at Encinal High school, you must call Encinal High at 510-748-4023 to report all ABSENCES AND TARDIES FOR THE PERIOD TAKEN.

 

Last Name        CALL
A-L                   510-748-4023 x 3108 Pat Rios

M-Z                  510-748-4023 x 3109 Theresa Lee

School Phone#’s & Emails


ACLC Phone: (510) 521-7543 – Answered at the Center & Facilitator phonemail Absence notification method: contact the "Attendance Hotline" at phone: 510-521-7543 option "3" or  Email: jwilliams@alameda.k12.ca.us  

          Facilitators Desk: 510-521-7543 x116

         This line will be an additional line to reach someone at the Center, if you cannot contact Juanita at the front desk.         
	Juanita Williams x100 or 0           jwilliams@alameda.k12.ca.us
Paul Bentz x101

      pbentz@alameda.k12.ca.us
Patricia Williamson x102
      pwilliamson@alameda.k12.ca.us

Lynn Kameny x103

      lkameny@alameda.k12.ca.us
Milt Friedman x 104                     mifriedman@alameda.k12.ca.us

Jacob Powell x106

      jpowell@alameda.k12.ca.us
Gail Smith-Pratt x107
                  gspratt@alameda.k12.ca.us
Julian August x 108                      jaugust@alameda.k12.ca.us
Carrie Blanche x109
                  cblanche@alameda.k12.ca.us
Carlton Grizzle x111
                  cgrizzle@alameda.k12.ca.us
Lora Lewis  x113                          llewis@alameda.k12.ca.us

Terry Toczynski x 117                  ttoczynski@alameda.k12.ca.us
Josiah Hooper

                  josiah@therake.com (DVS)

Randall (Randy) Covey x105       rcovey@alameda.k12.ca.us

David Dilworth                              davidilworth@yahoo.com (Digital Music Production)

Cathy Dana                                  cathydana@gmail.com (Creative Expressions)

Debbie Garcia                              dgarcia@alameda.k12.ca.us (Paraprofessional)

Miriam Sundheim                         msundheim@alameda.k12.ca.us (Paraprofessional)

PORTABLE EXTENSIONS

Port 2   x115 

Port 3   x112

Port 4   x114

Port 5   x110
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