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October:
10/1

Governing Board meeting; 7:00 p.m.

10/3
Healthy Lunch: Visit the Mediterranean: Lemon Chicken, falafel (for the vegetarians), pita bread, hummus, "Greek style" green salad, lemon desserts

10/6 – 10/8
Hannah Camp

10/15

PSAT; 8 a.m.

10/16

Auditions for Alameda Children’s Musical Theater’s A Christmas Carol;



directed by Gene Kahane will be held at First Christian Church, 



2441 San Jose Avenue, Alameda; 7 – 8:30 p.m.



(details regarding audition/play are in the newsletter)

10/18

Auditions for Alameda Children’s Musical Theater’s A Christmas Carol;



directed by Gene Kahane will be held at First Christian Church, 

2441 San Jose Avenue, Alameda; 1 – 3:00 p.m.

(details regarding audition/play are in the newsletter)

10/22

PAC meeting;  6:00 p.m.


CCEF meeting; 7:00 p.m.

10/31 

ACLC Staff development day; NO SCHOOL



First Deadline for Submission of General Mills BoxTops

November:

11/05

Governing Board meeting; 7:00 p.m.

11/07

ACLC Staff development day; ½ Day School; 12:15 p.m. dismissal
11/11

Veteran’s Day; NO SCHOOL

11/14
Healthy Lunch: Sloppy Sandwiches: Meatball or stuffed mushroom with red sauce, green salad, cupcakes
11/26 – 28
Thanksgiving Holiday; NO SCHOOL

( (      News      ( (
Lead Facilitator’s Report

Welcome back to another exciting year at the ACLC! We've gotten off to a wonderful start, welcoming our new facilitator team members Julian August and Milt Friedman, as well as several new learners to the wonderful, wacky world of our school. Though we faced increased challenges in finalizing learner schedules this year (primarily due to less classroom space and more seminars and learners), we've gotten all of the schedules sorted out at last. We're very happy to be able to offer additional classes for the learners this year, including Spanish 2, Creative Expression for grades 6, 7, 8, a second section of Martial Arts, and increased P.E. for the younger learners. 

Thanks to the adult members of our community who have come forward to help us with supervision of the outback and Center; your efforts make the days run much more smoothly for the staff as well as the learners. Please let us know if you're available to pitch in and help in any way. 

Just a reminder than I am working at the Center Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays this year. Lynn will be serving as Lead Facilitator on Thursdays and Fridays. Please feel free to contact us at 521.7543 ext.113 or 521.7543 ext. 103. 

Here's to a great year! - Lora Lewis
Development Director’s Report

For this school year we had 207 applications and have accepted 69 new learners. (19 of them were siblings) We still have 108 learners on the waiting list. Every week we receive new applications. Clearly our model of education is in demand. Our current school population of 246 still has the small school characteristics needed for everyone to know each other and to have a democratic multiage community. To preserve the small school concept and attempt to serve the people of Alameda who want our educational model for their kids, and to better serve our current families with the program they want, the ACLC Governing Board has directed me to explore all possibilities for expanding our program in the Alameda community beginning with the 2009 - 2010 school years. In October we will resubmit a new charter petition for the Nea Community Learning Center, a K - 12 school we hope to open in 2009. Other priorities include completing the ACLC strategic plan, preparing for charter renewal in 2009, and various other tasks related to the fact that we are now our own corporation.  

By the time you read this, you will have already attended the Mandatory Parent Meeting/Back to School Night.  We hope that you found it informative.  For those of you have pledged to financially support the school, we sincerely thank you. For those of you who have not yet pledged, we hope that you will in the near future contribute at a level that is appropriate for you.  We really do need 100% parent participation if we are going to continue to provide the high quality program that we do in future years.  – Paul Bentz
Judicial Committee Report
The JC has heard 10 cases so far this semester.  Overwhelmingly, most often we are seeing cases where learners are writing each other up for the inappropriate use of technology.  Specifically, computer games are being played on the computers, making it difficult for learners who want to use the computers to get work done. The JC wants to urge the community to respect the community rules and use the school technology for school purposes only. - MaMaafi Gueye

News from CCEF

Best Start Ever!  

A good time was had by all (that attended) the 2008-09 Parent Night on Wednesday, 9/10/08. We should have a learner-videoed & produced video of the proceedings (for those who didn't attend) on the website by 9/30/08.

In the meantime, let me give you the financial highlights. I am focusing on this aspect because our parent contributions are critical to the success of The Center, and in turn the success of every one of the learners! (See the Slide Show for what programs we are funding from your donations.) 

Once again, we have set a donation goal of $500 per learner. Some folks pledged $25 and others wrote a check for $2,500 and everything in between. Your contribution is welcomed and vital to reaching our financial goal of $120,000 collected by 5/31/09.

So how'd we do? We had checks from 25 parents totaling $15,045, debit/credit payments of $5,550 from 11 other parents, and $26,700 in pledges from another 40 parents. Plus the added bonus of $3,680 in matching gifts from a few generous organizations, for which some parents work. (Check with your HR dept!! There may be a windfall just waiting to be discovered and paid to ACLC.) Oh yeah, that's $50,000+ donated and pledged so far!

The key, as usual is to ask every family to contribute and for each parent to do the best you can for your kid(s) and The Center. (We have commitments from 76 of the 170+ parents on the roster.) Secondly, it is mandatory for us to collect all the money that was and will be pledged!

We have made a hard commitment to ACLC for $75,000 in donations to support the work of the Center. We aren't there yet on paper - much less cash - but we will be, with your generosity and persistence. Details will be forthcoming in a Listserv Email form me and on the Website.

So that's it in a nut shell. We are supporting an important mission - our kids education and development. It's an honor to be part of the team (CCEF – Creative Community Education Foundation) that is going the extra mile so that each of our kids has the best situation we can create for them - together!

Stay tuned.

Thanks to all who have stepped up, written a check, hit their Visa/Master Card or made a pledge. Thanks in advance to the rest of you for doing your part to make ACLC "The New Standard in Education."

CCEF Board President

RogerBrady@SBCGlobal.net

415-350-9999

News from PAC or PAAAAC! (Parent Asset And Adult Actualizer Committee!  

Parents, grandparents, guardians, big siblings and others who love ACLC learners:  we need YOU!  One of the PAC's goals for this year is to get as many adults volunteering as we possibly can - if everyone in the community puts in just a few hours a year, we can keep our great programs going and add some new ones!  And we'll all get to know each other a little better, as well.

After our first PAC meeting, we have several committees who are ready to get started.  If you are interested in any of these committees, please feel free to contact the committee leader or PAC volunteer coordinator Sally Tonningsen at sallyjtonningsen@sbcglobal.net .

Healthy Lunch - Alison Harris

Outback Supervisors  - Jeannie D'Amato

Graduation - Mesceille Ogata and Pam Montgomery

Staff Appreciation - Judy Blank

Newsletter/Listserv/SHARES/Box tops - Iris DeMello

Directory - Susan Paulukonis and Chris Hans

Escrip - Laura Wolz

Ultimate - Debbie Pollart

Encinal Drama - Joanna Lafferty

Garden - Bridget Landau (Mondays)

Social - Back to School BBQ- Maria McCord

Craft Night - Maria McCord

We still have other committees yet to be led, so if you see a need which needs to be filled,  please feel free to contact us.

Susan Paulukonis 510 865-4503 or susan@spaulukonis.com
Vickie Miyashiro 510 521-9420 or miyashiro@comcast.net
General Mills Box tops

Thanks to everyone who has brought in box tops.  We have already collected $90.00!

New parents, there is a jar near the sign in sheets. Additionally, you can mail them to me at:

Iris DeMello

1544 Fourth Street

Alameda, CA 94501
The first deadline for Box Tops entry is October 31st.  
For a complete list of products with General Mills Box tops go to web address: http://www.boxtops4education.com/AboutBoxTops/Products.aspx
The Box Tops Marketplace
The Box Tops Marketplace is an easy way to support ACLC. Merchant donations are automatically credited to ACLC. When families shop for clothing, home needs, even travel, those donations can add up fast!

Box Tops has created the Marketplace Checkout Challenge.

For each new shopper who makes a Marketplace purchase between September 2 and November 2, ACLC will earn 5 Bonus Box Tops, in addition to the automatic shopping donation your school receives. (Up to 8% of your purchase will be automatically donated to ACLC.)

Plus, each school supporter who signs up to receive the new Box Tops Marketplace email featuring exclusive, money-saving deals and discounts will earn your school an additional 5 Bonus Box Tops. The Marketplace email will be sent once a month throughout the year, and once a week from Thanksgiving through Christmas.

1.
Log onto btfe.com to sign up.

2. Start each shopping trip at www.btfe.com/marketplace, click the link to the online store of your choice 

3. After you’ve made your purchase, a percentage (up to 8% of your purchase) is automatically credited to ACLC.

1. The list of stores includes Home Depot, Old Navy, JC Penney, Kohl’s, Target, Wal-Mart, Circuit City, Lands’ End, Oriental Trading Company, Pottery Barn, and over 60 others.

Additionally, Box Tops has teamed up with Barnes & Noble to support schools.

2. Log onto btfe.com/readingroom and click on the “Shop Now” button to go to BarnesandNoble.com.

3. Select your items and follow the standard check out process.

4. ACLC automatically earns 6% on new book purchases and 3% on all other online purchases, up to $20,000 each year. - Iris DeMello
Listserv

Below is some general listserv information regarding posting, subscribing, leaving the listserv and listserv etiquette.

If you have any questions/issues with the listserv please contact me directly at idemello@alamedanet.net, instead of emailing to the listserv.


1. 
To send an e-mail message to those on the list, compose the message and send it to: AACLC-L@netpals.lsoft.com. Make sure you send the message from an e-mail 

address that is part of AACLC-L, otherwise, it will not post.


2. 
To add other e-mail addresses to the Listserv, send an e-mail message from that e-mail address to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with "SUBSCRIBE AACLC-L YourFirstName YourLastName" in the body of the message (no Subject is needed). Other AACLC community members may join AACLC-L in the same way. (This instruction is now in the footer of all listserv messages.)


3. 
To not receive e-mails for a period of time, send an e-mail message to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with "SET AACLC-L NOMAIL" in the body of the message (no Subject is needed). To receive messages once again, send an e-mail message to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with "SET AACLC-L MAIL" in the body of the message (no Subject is needed).


4. 
To get off of AACLC-L permanently send an e-mail message to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with "SIGNOFF AACLC-L" in the body of the message (no Subject is needed). There is no requirement to be a part of the AACLC-L Listserv.
(This instruction is now in the footer of all listserv messages.)


5. 
Other details about using the AACLC-L Listserv can be found at: 

http://www.lsoft.com/manuals/1.8d/user/user.html


6. 
If you are interested in getting your posts as a single daily digest rather than individual notes, send an e-mail message to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with "SET AACLC-L DIGEST" in the body of the message (no Subject is needed). To receive individual messages once again, send an e-mail message to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with "SET AACLC-L INDEX" in the body of the message (no Subject is needed).


7. 
Other details about using the AACLC-L Listserv can be found at: 

http://www.lsoft.com/manuals/1.8d/user/user.html


8. 
Contributions  sent to  this  list are  automatically  archived. You  can access the list archives at http://netpals.lsoft.com/SCRIPTS/WA.EXE?A0=AACLC-L. You  may need  to log in or get a password for the Web interface to view the archives.

Proper Listserv etiquette is to reply directly to an individual, as opposed to the entire list, when your message is directed to that individual, unless you feel it has broader community interest. This will cut down on the number of unwanted e-mails we all get. Please do not utilize the AACLC-L for matters not related to AACLC, such as business advertisements or solicitations. - Iris DeMello
Lucky’s S.H.A.R.E.S. Program

Thank you to every one who has already signed up for the S.H.A.R.E.S. program. 

For those people who already have S.H.A.R.E.S. cards, using S.H.A.R.E.S. just got easier! Present your card BEFORE you pay for your groceries. With a single swipe every eligible dollar spent will earn a point. You no longer have to put money on the card. Your receipt will show the amount of points earned for that transaction and the monthly total of points earned. At the end of each month, a percentage of the points earned will become a monetary donation, just as before. 

The S.H.A.R.E.S. card program is an easy way to raise money for ACLC.

You can use a S.H.A.R.E.S. card when purchasing groceries at Lucky, Save Mart, S-Mart foods or FoodMaxx stores.

The process for signing up for the cards has become easier as well.  The cards will now be issued without any names or expiration dates on them. 

Each time the card is used, 3% of the total grocery bill will be automatically credited to ACLC under the member's name and card number. ACLC will receive an electronic report on a quarterly basis reflecting the 3% earned.

The card should be scanned BEFORE the groceries have been rung up at the register.

For people who want a card(s), please email me at idemello@alamedanet.net with the following information:

Your full name

How many cards you want 

Your address

You now can request whatever number of cards you need. (previously you could request 2 cards per learner). 

For the people who currently have cards with names and expiration dates on them, please email me at idemello@alamedanet.net with the following information:

Your full name

How many replacement cards you want 

Your address

As soon as I have the cards are received, I will mail them to you.  Please be patient regarding receiving your cards.  I requested cards over 4 weeks ago and I have followed up with S.H.A.R.E.S.  Hopefully they will arrive soon. 
Once you have received your replacement cards, please discard the old one.

If you have any questions, please free to contact me by email at idemello@alamedanet.net or call me at 510-337-0585.

Thanks for supporting ACLC! - Iris DeMello

Healthy Lunch Menu 

Oct. 3:
Visit the Mediterranean: Lemon Chicken, falafel (for the vegetarians), pita bread, hummus, "Greek style" green salad, lemon desserts

Nov. 14:
Sloppy Sandwiches: Meatball or stuffed mushroom with red sauce, green salad, cupcakes

If you would like to help prepare and/or serve Healthy Lunches, please contact Alison Harris at alhalameda@aol.com. Since we now have 240 learners, we could use some extra help preparing and/or serving the lunches. For new parents, it's a great way to meet other parents and to provide a healthy lunch for your learner.

Prior to each healthy lunch, an email will be sent with the upcoming menu, requesting specific items. Please submit a receipt and you will be reimbursed for whatever you spend on the food. - Alison Harris
==================================================

( ( ( (    Facilitator Class Messages    ( ( ( (
MATH and SCIENCES 
by Paul Bentz, Maafi Gueye, Patricia Williamson, Carlton Grizzle & Milt Friedman

Math 6: This course will prepare learners for future Algebra courses. The contents of this course are many of the fundamental ideas and procedures necessary to be successful in subsequent mathematics courses and many careers. The course also meets the 6th grade California Mathematics Standards and beyond.

The course utilizes varied curriculum and activities including projects, problem solving, group and individual work that will serve learners of varied mathematical backgrounds and learning styles. The investigations, problems and practice exercises are designed to develop the students’ logical and mathematical reasoning skills.  Many problems use the mathematics in situations like those encountered by learners in their daily lives. 

In order to be successful in mathematics learners need to actively participate in their learning.  This means that each learner must read and work all of the problems.  Learners need to discuss mathematical concepts and the reasoning involved in the steps of their solutions.  Learners will be working in study teams both inside and outside the classroom.  It is critical that learners complete ALL of the assignments, including homework, to develop their individual skills.  Equally important is that learners take accurate, complete notes and ask questions about any problem that they find confusing. 
If you are interested in seeing how your learner is doing on their daily homework assignments please look on the inside cover of their spiral bound grid paper math notebook.  Taped there is a listing of the problems that are assigned daily. Each day I check to see if the problems are completed, and I mark a score from 0-10. 

This score is based on completion only.  The score sheet also has a complete rubric of how the notebooks are graded.  Also, remember that solutions to the homework problems are on www.hotmath.com. Parents you can help your learner check their homework on line if they are struggling with a problem. Grades are posted on http://www.snapgrades.net. You should be receiving regular emails from snapgrades to help monitor your learner’s progress. (from Patricia)
Geometry: Geometry learners meet three times a week for directed math instruction. Outside of class they should be practicing their learned skills by doing about two hours per week of Carnegie Math on the internet. We have completed learning the necessary geometry vocabulary, angles and line relationships, and will soon be learning about triangles and trigonometry. Our first project will involve learning how to use a transit and some basic surveying skills. Other projects this semester will include making scale drawings and then three dimensional architectural models. (from Paul)

Bridge to Algebra: Bridge to Algebra learners meet four times a week for directed math instruction. Outside of class they should be practicing their learned skills by doing about two hours per week of Carnegie Math on the internet. This class is designed to teach foundation mathematical concepts to prepare a learner to advance to Algebra next year and be successful. (from Paul)

Pre-algebra: We have begun our algebra foundations work by studying thought/number maps in space and time using networks and flow charts and are now seeing how prime factors add structure to the whole numbers. Since we meet everyday, I have been assigning only occasional homework.  (from Milt)

Algebra 1: (from Carlton)

Algebra 2: We are using a new textbook by John Saxon that uses a technique called spiraling to review and reinforce concepts. Learners are provided with a new lesson and 30 practice problems every day and are assigned the task of monitoring their own learning success and determining what kind and amount of work they need to do to maintain a rather quick pace. They will be graded on biweekly tests and evidence in their notebooks of their learning process. (from Milt)

Math Lab: Math Lab is designed to provide additional math support.  Learners are enrolled in Math Lab if they are below grade level in math, however any learner can attend who would like additional support in math. The goal of Math Lab is to bring the learner up to grade level in math.  Math Lab meets Monday, Thursday 3rd period. (from Patricia)
Precalculus: (from Carlton)

Biology: In this course learners will be expected to master the California State Standards for Biology.  For a complete list of the California State Standards for Biology visit the website: http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/scbiology.asp
  

The California Biology Standards will be taught through learners exploring issues related to global sustainability. To gain mastery of the California Biology Standards learners will be challenged with a specific global issue.  They will then collect scientific evidence through investigations, readings and experiments.  Learners will then analyze their evidence and use this evidence and new knowledge to reach a decision or to solve the original global issue.  Through this process they will learn how science affects peoples’ lives.  Learners will be required to apply scientific evidence and the concept of trade-offs to personal and societal decisions. To understand each of these issues learners will have to build a foundation of knowledge in the biology content standards. As a class we will be doing activities that will help us understand biology content standards. Thus learners’ grades will be determined by their ability to show comprehension of the biology content standards and their ability to apply that understanding to the issues

Grades will be posted on http://www.snapgrades.net. You will be receiving regular emails updating you on your learners progress. (from Patricia)
Science 6: What a great day on the estuary! Participating learners reported having an amazing time canoeing about the estuary and Arrowhead Marsh.  The learners are gearing up for their first project presentation by doing research on wetlands organisms of their choice, and the canoe trip brought to life to our classroom curriculum.  We canoed with the amazing staff of the Save the Bay organization, and it was wonderful to learn more about some of the organisms that we are studying in the classroom as well as ways that we can participate in preserving the habitat of our Bay.  Learners have answered two research questions so far and will  answer the final three by October 3rd.  The final report and presentations to class will be due October 8th in class. (from Maafi)

Science 7/8:  Focus on Physical Science: After applying the scientific method by trying to determine the shape and composition of an object sealed in a box, learners will now move on to a Learner Designed Investigation (LDI) identical to the investigation assigned to the Physics classes: How can one prove that an object has moved?  The learners were given two key questions to initiate their problem solving process and must devise two more.  These key questions will help frame their hypothesis, from which they will test with an experiment or investigation of their own design.  Teams must submit a list of reasonable materials that will be gathered for them, and investigations and experiments will run for two lab days next week.  I hope all investigations run successfully (pun intended!). (from Maafi)

Physics CP/HP: Off to a running start shining the light on the 'Math of Physics'.  Learners have been practicing math skills in the context of quantifying physics...namely converting between units of the metric system, scientific notation, the new rulers of rounding and applications of rules for significant figures.  Our first lab will be one that the learners design.  The challenge?:  How can one prove and quantify motion?  The learners must come up with key questions and a hypothesis to test with an experiment or investigation of their own design.  Teams must submit a list of reasonable materials that will be gathered for them, and investigations and experiments will run for two lab days next week.  Let's see how it goes (pun intended!). (from Maafi)

Chemistry: In Chemistry, we are just beginning our investigations of matter, its varieties and qualities. We use primarily group inquiry as a method of learning, so most work is in-class. Learners are expected to supplement their class work as needed to succeed in understanding and applying learned concepts. I will soon be assigning out-of-class experiments for learners to do at home.  (from Milt)

HUMANITIES

by Lynn Kameny, Jacob Powell, Lora Lewis, Carrie Blanche, Julian August & Cathy Dana

Humanities 6/7 and 8th Grade: In this course learners study the history and geography of great civilizations that were developing concurrently throughout the world during medieval and early modern times. Throughout the course learners will write clear, coherent, and focused essays. The writing will exhibit students' awareness of the audience, purpose, and knowledge of word origins and word relationships. Learners will also read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of literature that reflect and enhance their studies of history and social science. (from Julian)

Humanities 9: In terms of English, we are currently reading Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck. By the time you read this newsletter your learner should have completed this novel and started working on a fun spin-off project (still top-secret as we go to press).  We will also be working on a group graphic project in preparation for writing our first analytical/interpretive essay of the year.  All of these projects will take some time and then we will move onto Romeo and Juliet.

In terms of Current Life Issues/Media Studies we are just finishing watching a film called The Merchants of Cool and learners will be proposing, creating and implementing a small-group media studies project.

This year I will be posting all of the class hand-outs as files in Snapgrades and I will be listing all class calendars in the “Homework & Assignments” section of Snapgrades. If you have not yet received a link to Snapgrades you should email me at lkameny@alameda.k12.ca.us. (from Lynn)
Humanities Labs: These grade level specific labs support learners with specific humanities assignments. (from Carrie)

English 10-11: We are currently reading Sophocles’ play Antigone. I am refereeing fierce class discussions about states’ rights vs. individual rights and the rule of law vs. anarchy and all sorts of other timely issues. We will be using Antigone for a springboard into a debate unit and we will also be examining the current presidential race. Also as October and November approach, we will begin our annual college essay writing unit. This unit gives Sophomores and Juniors a chance to practice writing a college application essay so that hopefully this task will be less daunting in their Senior year. Learners who are not planning to attend a four year college are welcome to propose a writing topic of their choice.

This year I will be posting all of the class hand-outs as files in Snapgrades and I will be listing all class calendars in the “Homework & Assignments” section of Snapgrades. If you have not yet received a link to Snapgrades you should email me at lkameny@alameda.k12.ca.us.

 (from Lynn)
English 2 HP: We've completed our study of Edith Wharton's novella Ethan Frome and are preparing to delve into our next work, Shakespeare's hilarious and controversial The Taming of the Shrew. This class will also be attending a performance of the play Yellow Jackets at Berkeley Rep in October. (from Lora)
English 4: We're starting the year off focusing on the completion of the Senior Portfolios. The learners are also in the planning stages for their Senior Projects. As we move into the study of literature at the end of the month, we'll be exploring Transcendentalism and the various authors in the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries who have questioned the values of their society. 

 (from Lora)

English 4 HP: We're wrapping up the study of Frankenstein that we pursued over the summer. Next up: Ayn Rand's The Fountainhead.  (from Lora)
Creative Writing: Our class is shaping up to be fun and very creative! We're currently writing stories based on the idea of what superpowers we'd like to have if we were superheroes. (from Lora)

Creative Expressions: As I told parents at Back to School night, last year in Creative Expression, learners came up with personal goals we call "desired outcomes" for themselves for the year.  Outcomes ranged from being better students to being free of fears to being better human beings.  One learner's outcome was to be more confident, so I led the learners in a guided imagery process for becoming more confident.  Although that learner didn't experience herself as more confident, other learners reported evidence that she was.  "I'm still too sensitive to other people's remarks," she told us.  So we created what I call a "Power Anchor" for her.  With her permission, every learner in the class got a chance to give her an insult while we made her stronger each time.  One month later, I asked who would like to tell a fairy tale and direct the class in enacting it.  Our "confidence-challenged" learner jumped up with great enthusiasm, stood up on a chair, cast the characters, told the story and directed the entire class in "Rumplestiltskin."  The class had so much fun.  She was phenomenal.  What an incredible example of exactly what Creative Expression is all about---expressing oneself confidently and creatively.

What impression do you make on people?  How does a speaker make strong points persuasively? What makes a person seem competent, trustworthy, intelligent, personable?  How do you learn to present and express yourself skillfully and confidently, in the classroom, social situations, job interviews, giving presentations?

The objectives of Creative Expression are for learners to develop confidence in presentation skills, the ability to speak comfortably to a group, to be spontaneously creative, and to actively support one another.  Last year learners explored these objectives largely through the art of telling engaging stories, fictional and nonfictional.  Learners examined what makes a compelling story and learned to give constructive feedback to one another. We also worked with guided imagery and desired outcomes.

This year, the focus for 6th graders will again be storytelling.  Besides telling stories and giving feedback, they will learn about story structure, plot, characters, and setting through various exercises.  The 7th and 8th graders will deepen their understanding of story, and will delve into improvisation through words, sounds, movement, and scenarios.  I will be grading them only on class participation, on participation, creative risk-taking, focus, and support (actively working together as a team). Parents are always welcome to sit in on a class or send me email. Hopefully, the confidence they build in this class will serve them well throughout their school career and on into adulthood.  I already see their enthusiasm and creativity and I'm excited! (from Cathy)

American Government:

12.1 Students explain the fundamental principles and moral values of American democracy as expressed in the U.S. Constitution and other essential documents of American democracy. 

12.1.1 Analyze the influence of ancient Greek, Roman, English, and leading European political thinkers such as John Locke, Charles-Louis Montesquieu, Niccolo Machiavelli, and William Blackstone on the development of American government. 

12.1.2 Discuss the character of American democracy and its promise and perils as articulated by Alexis de Tocqueville. 

12.1.3 Explain how the U.S. Constitution reflects a balance between the classical republican concern with promotion of the public good and the classical liberal concern with protecting individual rights; and discuss how the basic premises of liberal constitutionalism and democracy are joined in the Declaration of Independence as "self-evident truths." 

12.1.4 Explain how the Founding Fathers' realistic view of human nature led directly to the establishment of a constitutional system that limited the power of the governors and the governed as articulated in the Federalist Papers. 

12.1.5 Describe the systems of separated and shared powers, the role of organized interests (Federalist Paper Number 10), checks and balances (Federalist Paper Number 51), the importance of an independent judiciary (Federalist Paper Number 78), enumerated powers, rule of law, federalism, and civilian control of the military. 

12.1.6 Understand that the Bill of Rights limits the powers of the federal government and state governments. (from Jacob)

Modern World History:

10.1 Students relate the moral and ethical principles in ancient Greek and Roman philosophy, in Judaism, and in Christianity to the development of Western political thought. 

10.1.1 Analyze the similarities and differences in Judeo-Christian and Greco-Roman views of law, reason and faith, and duties of the individual. 

10.1.2 Trace the development of the Western political ideas of the rule of law and illegitimacy of tyranny, using selections from Plato's Republic and Aristotle's Politics. 

10.1.3 Consider the influence of the U.S. Constitution on political systems in the contemporary world. (from Jacob) 

LANGUAGE CLASSES

by Terry Toczynski 

Spanish: Spanish classes are moving along rapidly, with each level already having produced a written project as well as an oral presentation. (from Terry)
Introductory Spanish: New this year, Introductory Spanish for seventh graders is lots of fun. The class meets two times a week, and focuses on the basics of Spanish vocabulary and grammar. We use lots of repetition, pictures, music and rhymes. (from Terry)
Spanish 1: Spanish 1 is a demanding high-school level class, but it can be fun too. I am determined to maintain a lively pace in the class in order for the learners to master all the required standards and be well prepared for Spanish 2. However, there will be time for songs, rhymes, puppet shows, and other entertaining activities. Spanish 1 students just completed their first original booklet, and are preparing a puppet-show dialogue. (from Terry)

Spanish 2: The Spanish 2 course is full of new vocabulary and verb forms. Therefore, success demands daily practice and regular review. The students will be working hard, but I hope also enjoying the greater range of language that they will be acquiring. Spanish 2 students have already performed one original dialogue with a puppet character, and are preparing a poster of rules for their own imaginary classroom. Both Spanish 1 and Spanish 2 students should be doing three online activities from the internet textbook each week, for practice and review. (from Terry)

DIGITAL ARTS

By David Dilworth & Josiah Hooper

DVS: All learners in TV Media and the Wheel class have been doing research related to my latest project in Kenya. They learned about Senator Barack Obama’s ties to Kenya and his family there. They also looked into the recent controversial presidential election in Kenya that was followed by widespread violence between two ethnic groups that supported the two presidential candidates. The Luo people, who claim Obama’s father as a member, were outraged when their candidate lost a rigged election in December. They protested in the streets and looting and violence broke out in response. Senator Obama called both leaders to urge them to try to stop the protests and violence and it became a news item in the US press, when he was accused of putting Kenya before the United States.

Learners will now begin to gather media in the form of images, video clips from the web and music to create a public service announcement or a political advertisement. This will introduce them to Final Cut Pro, the editing software we use. Next we will begin to discuss viral videos, the newest phenomenon in the media world. How does a video become viral? Can we create a viral video or is it up to the viewers to decide what is seen by millions and what languishes unseen on youtube? 

We’ve got a great bunch of kids this year and we are looking forward to sharing our work with you soon! (from Josiah)

Digital Music: (from David)

OTHER CLASSES AND CENTER ACTIVITIES

by Terry Toczynski, Carrie Blanche, Carlton Grizzle, Susan Paulukonis & Johanna Lafferty

Art 1: We are currently working with a series of lessons called “Drawing from the Right Side of the Brain.” This series gives learners explicit instruction in drawing principles such as proportion, volume, shading and perspective. Our next medium will be wire sculpture. (from Carrie)

Art Wheel: We are currently working with a series of lessons called “Drawing from the Right Side of the Brain.” This series gives learners explicit instruction in drawing principles such as proportion, volume, shading and perspective. Our next unit will focus on traditional Mexican art forms in celebration of Dia De Los Muertos. (from Carrie)

Martial arts: This year's martial arts classes have started off with great energy. About 36 learners are enrolled in the two Cuong Nhu P.E. classes; they come to class full of enthusiasm and an admirable willingness to try new things. The do jumping jacks, push-ups, crunches, kicks, blocks, punches, turns, chops, rolls, in short, everything with gusto. Some of the learners are experienced martial artists in their own right, while others are brand new to the arts. It is exciting to watch how quickly the newer practitioners learn when they have role models their own age. I am hoping that several students will want to compete in the Cuong Nhu kata tournament at my dojo in March. (from Terry)

Ultimate: Ultimate frisbee is recruiting new players for the upcoming season! It's a great sport, lots of athleticism, strategy and unbelievable spirit and camaraderie. All ages and ability levels are welcome, there is no "try out", just come! The team is especially looking for more female talent this year, again, of any age and ability (but boys are always welcome, too).

Practice schedule for now (except as noted):

Tuesday 3:30 to 5:00pm at Crab Cove: Middle school players 

Tuesday 6:30 to 9:00pm at Encinal track: High school players 

Thursday time TBA at Encinal track: Ulti family league nights (start date will be announced) 

Sunday 2:00 to 5:00 at Crab Cove: High school players

Leadership: (from Carlton)

Theater News: Alameda Children's Musical Theatre will be conducting auditions for "A Christmas Carol", a play based on Charles Dickens' tale, and written and directed by Gene Kahane.

Actors' Age Range:  7 - 17 years old

Audition Dates/Times/Location: 

Thursday, Oct. 16 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. & Saturday, Oct. 18 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at First Christian Church, 2441 San Jose Avenue, Alameda, CA (They will also hold rehearsals there.)

Audition Requirements:  Come in comfortable clothing. You can bring a resume and headshot if you have one, but it's not necessary.  Come prepared with a calendar or other documents you can use to fill out a conflict schedule.  Audition readings will be from the script.  No music is necessary, as the only music in the show will be some chorus Christmas carols.

Rehearsal Schedule:  Rehearsals will start on Oct. 21 and thereafter rehearsals will generally be on Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Saturday, (no rehearsal on Nov.11 (Veteran's Day) nor on Nov. 26, 27 - day before and day of Thanksgiving, though there will be a rehearsal on the Saturday after).  Note:  Actors do not attend every rehearsal -- dates are determined by the role as well as conflict schedules.

Show Dates/Location:   Dec. 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 14 with school-daytime matinees on Tuesday, Dec. 9 and Thursday, Dec. 11 (at the matinees, actors perform for schools in the Bay Area and community service hours are available for these shows).  Shows will take place at the Little Theatre at Alameda High School.

Tuition:  Varies from $150/$250/$350 depending on number of hours each actor's family is able to devote to tasks such as costuming/set building/concessions, etc. 

The director is the talented Gene Kahane, Head of the English Department at Encinal High School. Gene has many years of experience as a director.  His most recent credits at Encinal High School are "Angels in America" and "Nicholas Nickleby". Gene has directed many ACMT shows over the years, the most recent being "Holes".  

If you have any questions, please direct them to Marna Mitchell, President, ACMT, by return email, legallyblondeinsf@yahoo.com. (from Johanna)

Wheel 7 and Exploration 6: Drumming is on!  Thanks to a generous donation by the family of Lilly Brady, we have four more drums added to our battery!  Learners will be experiencing the drumming and folklore from parts of Senegal, Mali and Guinea, countries in West Africa.  Classes are held 5th period on Tuesday and Thursdays for the 7th graders and 6th period in Fridays for the 6th graders.  Our goal is to perform for Alameda elementary and middle schools for special occasions.  We encourage invitations to do so! (from Maafi)

Counseling Corner 

We are off to another exciting year! We are still ironing out some of the bugs with the schedule but I am confident that most learners have a good idea of what each day brings and where they are supposed to be, when. We have grown this year and have many younger learners contending with our college seminar model schedule. This means that learners have periods in the day when they not in class and are expected to be working in the Center individually or in groups completing class work. Most of our classes do not meet every day. 

I am meeting with seniors individually to make sure they are on track for graduation. Please have your senior come to me if they have not already done so. It is particularly difficult to find seniors with their busy schedules, most of which is off campus. Next I will be talking to juniors to look at their progress and then sophomores. As I have told those that I have met with, this is my favorite part of being a counselor. I love to sit with learners individually and discuss their dreams, fears and hopes for the future. Everyone has a story, and all are worth hearing.

Our peer mediation seminar has met for the first time and we are off to an interesting start. We have a fantastic group of high school learners that will help make this program a success. I will talk more about it in later newsletters. 

PSAT- Wednesday, October 15. We will gather at the entrance to the Center at 8 a.m. The test is normed for juniors but some sophomores take it as well. Colleges do not see the scores. The scores are sent to ACLC in December. I will go over the test with each learner at that time. Please bring a $15 check to my office made out to ACLC and get a study guide. - Gail Smith-Pratt


Attendance Requirements:

The staff would like to remind everyone that all learners in grades 6 - 12 are required by California state law to attend school from the hours of 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Those learners who have college classes are eligible for our Off Campus Contract, but their request to leave campus to attend classes must first be approved by the Curriculum Committee of our Governing Board. The necessary paperwork has been handed out and must be returned and approved before learners can legally be away from the ACLC during the school day. 

Those learners without college classes or other eligible Off Campus activities are expected to be at ACLC by 8 a.m. each school day. Those who have an unexcused tardy, will be assigned detention. Habitual tardiness may result in more serious consequences. 

Attendance and punctuality are important because of their direct relationship to academic progress and developing responsibility in students.  According to state law, parents are responsible for punctual and regular attendance.

Alameda Unified School District requires when any student has had 14 absences in the school year for illness, any further absences for illness must be verified by a physician to excuse the absences.  If we do not receive verification from the physician then the absences will remain unexcused.

Please help the ACLC abide by the state laws for compulsory school attendance by getting learners to school on time and reminding them to sign in each day. 

If your Learner is taking ANY courses at Encinal High school, you must call Encinal High at 510-748-4023 to report all ABSENCES AND TARDIES FOR THE PERIOD TAKEN.

 

Last Name        CALL
A-L                   510-748-4023 x 3108 Pat Rios

M-Z                  510-748-4023 x 3109 Theresa Lee

School Phone#’s & Emails


ACLC Phone: (510) 521-7543 – Answered at the Center & Facilitator phonemail Absence notification method: contact the "Attendance Hotline" at phone: 510-521-7543 option "3" or  Email: jwilliams@alameda.k12.ca.us  

          Facilitators Desk: 510-521-7543 x116

         This line will be an additional line to reach someone at the Center, if you cannot contact Juanita at the front desk.         
Juanita Williams x100 or 0           jwilliams@alameda.k12.ca.us
Paul Bentz x101

      pbentz@alameda.k12.ca.us
Patricia Williamson x102
      pwilliamson@alameda.k12.ca.us

Lynn Kameny x103

      lkameny@alameda.k12.ca.us
Milt Friedman x 104                     mifriedman@alameda.k12.ca.us

Maafi Gueye x105

      mgueye@alameda.k12.ca.us, maafigueye@hotmail.com
Jacob Powell x106

      jpowell@alameda.k12.ca.us
Gail Smith-Pratt x107
                  gspratt@alameda.k12.ca.us
Julian August x 108                      jaugust2@gmail.com
Carrie Blanche x109
                  cblanche@alameda.k12.ca.us
Carlton Grizzle x111
                  cgrizzle@alameda.k12.ca.us
Lora Lewis  x113                          llewis@alameda.k12.ca.us

Terry Toczynski x 117                  ttoczynski@alameda.k12.ca.us
Josiah Hooper

                  josiah@therake.com (DVS)

David Dilworth                              davidilworth@yahoo.com (Digital Music Production)

Cathy Dana                                  cathydana@alamedanet.net (Creative Expressions)

Margaret Hutchins                        phutchins@alameda.k12.ca.us (Paraprofessional)

Debbie Garcia                              dgarcia@alameda.k12.ca.us (Paraprofessional)

Miriam Sundheim                         msundheim@alameda.k12.ca.us (Paraprofessional)

PORTABLE EXTENSIONS

Port 2   x115 

Port 3   x112

Port 4   x114

Port 5   x110





( ( (    Meet the Staff    ( ( (
Lora Lewis: This year, I'll be at school and serving as Lead Facilitator Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, as well as facilitating seminars in English 4 & 4 HP, English 2 HP, and Creative Writing. My amazing learners have been a great reminder of how much I enjoy teaching.  

After six years, ACLC remains a place that motivates and inspires me every day. My past history includes teaching at Washington School, working as a freelance writer, and project development related to disability policy and adaptive technology. I have a M.A. in English and Creative Writing from Boston University, an undergraduate degree in English from Cal Berkeley, and earned my teaching credential at Mills College. In 2005 I completed a M.A. in Educational Leadership and an Administrative Services credential at St. Mary’s College. Outside of school, I am passionate about film and writing (still hard at work on my first novel ) and in exploring ways to make education work for all learners.

Paul Bentz: I have been an Alameda teacher for twenty-two years. I presently facilitate seminars in Geometry, Bridges to Algebra, run a “Builder’s Workshop” for 6th graders, orchestrate the Lego Robotics competition, and am the Rosetta Stone foreign language coordinator. I am the half time CEO/Development Director for the school and was the school’s Lead Facilitator for three years. I am the founder of the Alameda FIRST Lego League Robotics Program and a former master teacher for the Intel Teach to the Future Program. I have seven years of experience as a wilderness instructor for the National Outdoor Leadership School.  This is my thirteenth year as an ACLC facilitator.  Every year has been great, and every year I have seen the school become a better place for learners.  I love my job and cannot imagine doing anything else at this point in my life.  I am married and have a 16 year old son. In my spare time (what little is left) I am learning how to play blues and jazz piano.

Patricia Williamson: This is my fourth year at ACLC. I will be facilitating Math 6, Biology, HP Biology, and P.E. I will also be facilitating a math lab for learners who need extra support in math. The math classes I facilitate prepare learners for Algebra and for the math challenges they will face in everyday life as adults. This year I am Assistant Lead Facilitator and chairing the Program Evaluation Committee.  For the 19 years prior to teaching at ACLC, I worked at Wood Middle School where I was part of the team that started the Wood Academy, a technology based school within a school program at Wood.  At U.C. Davis I earned a Bachelors of Science degree in Wildlife Biology and received my teaching credential at U.C. Berkeley.  I hold credentials in both math and science.  I am passionate about environmental causes and enjoy the arts as well. My environmental experiences include working on a research team in the Sierra National Forest (for the Forrest Service), and educational work with an organization called “Save the Bay”. My art experiences include ceramics, gourd art, twined basketry and knitting. I am married and have two children. Upon entering my fourth year here I am looking forward to new challenges working in this unique, dynamic and creative environment.

Lynn Kameny: My name is Lynn Kameny, and I have been involved with the Center since the school first began. This year I am the Lead Facilitator on Thursday and Friday (I job-share with Lora Lewis who is the Lead Facilitator Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday). I also teach English 10-11, and Humanities 9 (combination English 9, Current Life Issues and Media Studies). Prior to my work here at the Center, I taught at Encinal High for one year, at Alameda High School for seven years, and before that I worked for three years at Le Cheim School, a school for emotionally challenged and learning disabled students.  All told, I have been teaching since I received my credential from UC Berkeley in 1985; I also graduated from CAL (Go Bears!). Other than my life here at the Center, I enjoy hanging out with my family at home and on the Big Island, my cats, the outdoors, reading, and watching movies as I sweat on my stationary bike (too many details, I know).  I love my job and fiercely believe in this school; this is the best job I have ever had! The learners here are fantastic and I love to learn right along with them.

Carrie Blanche: In my job as Resource Specialist I support learners with disabilities so that they can meet their educational goals. This means that I meet with learners individually, conduct assessments, work with small and large groups of learners and schedule paraprofessionals to support all of our learners. My job at the Center is a pleasure because of the learners' energy and desire to succeed. I love to spend time with learners helping to keep kids organized and brainstorming innovative means towards our common goal: independent learning. The Center offers a flexible learning environment that accommodates a wide range of learning differences. The Center is a place where learners with unique assets can discover and develop their strengths in an environment of safety and acceptance. Here’s a bit about my background: After growing up in New Jersey, I attended the School of Visual Arts in New York City, and many years (and children) later I transferred to UC Davis where I completed my degree in Studio Art. Before earning my RS credential from CSU, Sacramento, I taught art at Maryland College of Art and Design in Silver Spring, Maryland. I have worked for AUSD for the last ten years and before my current job at ACLC, I worked at both Lum Elementary School and Encinal High School. Outside of work, I spend time in my art studio, my garden and I enjoy hiking in the redwoods. I have the great fortune of having three children and two peaceful homes - one in Alameda and the other in the rainforest on the Big Island of Hawaii where I spend my summers.

Gail Smith-Pratt: This is my third year at ACLC. I will be working Tuesday - Friday this year. I work with learners tracking progress towards graduation, with new learners in transitioning from other schools to ACLC and I am greatly looking forward to facilitating a peer mediation class this year. I have a degree from UC Berkeley in Women's Studies with an emphasis in Social Welfare. I completed my master's degree (yes!!!) this summer in counseling from Saint Mary's College that looks at self-efficacy and academic achievement. I have worked as a housing coordinator for homeless mothers and children and worked with mothers of twins in Ethiopia in creating income generating schemes. I look forward to another great year here at ACLC. I live to be in nature and to eat good food.

Terry Toczynski: This is my second year at ACLC, and the second year of our in-house Spanish language program. This year I teach three levels of Spanish: Introductory Spanish for seventh graders; college-prep Spanish 1 and college-prep Spanish 2. I am hoping that enough learners are successful with Spanish 2 that I can offer them a Spanish 3 class next year. This is also my second year teaching a new martial arts P.E. class based on Cuong Nhu, the Vietnamese style in which I hold a black belt. The number of martial arts students at ACLC has doubled from last year, and I believe the enthusiasm has also grown. I have been a teacher for 20 years, 17 of those in Alameda public schools. I hold a B.A. and credential in Spanish from Cal State Los Angeles and a Masters in Journalism from UC Berkeley. I also hold a Multiple Subjects credential and several supplemental authorizations. I have been interested in the Spanish language and cultures since high school. Besides studying Spanish formally at the university level, I attended a language school in Mexico during my undergraduate years. After receiving my bachelor's degree, I was awarded a Rotary International Fellowship to study Political and Social Science for a year the Universidad de Los Andes in Bogota, Colombia. When I returned, I got married and found a job teaching four levels of Spanish at a Catholic high school in Southern California. Later I worked as a Spanish interpreter for the L.A. County court system. Having become fascinated with journalism during the Watergate years, in 1980 I moved to the Bay Area to study journalism at UC Berkeley. I completed my masters in 1981 and worked as a news writer for the following 10 years. During my years as a journalist I covered local schools, government, and business, and co-authored a book on labor relations. When I returned to teaching in 1991, I sought a well rounded teaching assignment where I could use both my writing and my Spanish language abilities. In the year 2000 I added a very different activity to my field of interests - martial arts. After seven years of training, in January 2007 I passed my black belt test in Cuong Nhu. I am married and have three almost-grown children.

Jacob Powell: I will be facilitating American Government and Economics, Modern World  History, the Future Leaders Institute, technology, and assisting in Physical Education. I have been teaching full time for the last eleven years. I taught middle and high school in Southern California for seven years; there I taught U.S. History and American Government and Economics. In 2002 I moved to Costa Rica where I taught at Lincoln School in San Vicente De Moravia, a suburb of San Jose CR. In Costa Rica I taught seventh, ninth, and eleventh grade English Literature. I received a Bachelor of Arts in History with a minor in Geography and a Bachelor of Arts in Social Science in 1994 from Humboldt State University. I have a California Clear Credential in Social Science with a Supplemental Authorization to teach English.

Maafi Gueye: This is my 25th year as an educator, with more than half of those years spent in the Alameda Unified School District.  As a mother of three sons: two ACLC graduates and a 6 year old who has grown up at The Center, ACLC is an integral part of the family lifestyle!  This year I will facilitate Science 6, 7 and 8 and well as the Physics seminars.  Additionally, I will share African drumming and folklore with the 6th and 7th grade learners throughout the year.  I look forward to many more years participating in the innovative learning experiences and opportunities at ACLC and our proposed Nea Community Learning Center.

Julian August: For the past several years I have been working in both the Piedmont and Oakland school districts. I cannot express my enthusiasm for calling the ACLC my new home. After having studied Justice and Social Inquiry and Religious Studies at Arizona State University I came to the Bay Area to teach in our public schools. This year I am teaching 6th, 7th, and 8th grade Humanities. I look forward to being an active and dedicated member of this electric group of learners and facilitators.

Milt Friedman: After careers as a research scientist/manager and as a biomedicine writer/consultant, I became enchanted with the idea of teaching and became credentialed in Biology, and then Chemistry and Physics. I have spent the last 3 years teaching in an Oakland middle school, for a month at the Center, and at Las Lomas High School in Walnut Creek. At Las Lomas, I taught Chemistry and started a Forensics Science class. When I heard about an opening at the Center, I got my Math credential and applied. I facilitate Pre-Algebra, Algebra II, and Chemistry. I live in Alameda with my wife Michelle, our daughter Crissy, a 6th grader, and our Aussie, Jack. Our son, Casey, graduated last year and has just started college. These first days at the center have been profoundly moving, full of living and learning, and I look forward to every day.

Josiah Hooper: I have been teaching digital video production at the center for six years. I also work as a freelance television producer for cable and public television. I just returned from Kenya where I was working for a series on the US elections called The World is Watching. I traveled with Kenyan born Journalist Edwin Okong'o to hear what Kenyan people think about their beloved son, Senator Barack Obama, and his bid for the US presidency. My most recent broadcast was a piece on a police archive that was discovered by the Human Rights Office in Guatemala. The piece, titled Guatemala: The Secret Files, aired on the PBS program Frontline World. My feature length documentary on the gang epidemic in El Salvador, Fruits of War, will air on KQED on October 5th at 6 p.m. (please tune in). I have been involved in television production for the past twelve years after attending the UC Berkeley Graduate School of Journalism.  

Cathy Dana: This is my second year teaching Creative Expression to 6th, 7th, and 8th graders at ACLC and they are already showing me what a creative bunch they are! Last year we had a wonderful time exploring speaking and presentation skills through storytelling. I loved teaching this class for seven years at a private Berkeley school, The New-Age Academy.

My B.A. is in Humanistic Psychology, my M.S. in School Counseling. I was 2004 Member of the Year in the National Speakers Association, a Certified Speaking Circle facilitator, and I lead monthly Storytelling at the Frank Bette Center for the Arts and an Alameda art salon called Express Yourself. I have a black belt in aikido and teach centering practices called Conscious Embodiment. For 20 years, I have enjoyed a private practice in Healing Touch Hypnotherapy.

My son, Max, is a senior at ACLC and not a day goes by that I'm not grateful for such an innovative learning environment for him. Last year we had fun hosting David Delavier, our French exchange student at ACLC. This year we are lucky to host Marc Ritz, our German exchange student. I am proud that last year on the ACLC Yosemite trip I climbed Half-Dome!

Juanita Williams: I am the Office Manager for the ACLC.  This will be my 9th year working for the Alameda Unified School District and my 8th year working for ACLC.  I have been married for 19 years and have two children ages 13 and 18. I have two daughters Corniche and Alexia Thompson. Corniche is an 8th grader at ACLC and Alexia is a freshman/junior status attending the University of California, Berkeley and a former ACLC learner. I enjoy working here at the center and all of the Learners are wonderful young people to be around.  They truly teach me some thing new everyday.  To watch them grow is amazing!   I attended college in Southern California and my work experiences are in the areas of Office Administration, Music/Television Industry/Concert promoter as a Independent Producer for 12 years, Customer Service for 19 years, Licensed Real Estate Sales and Private Investment for 12 years and 3 year working at a Real Estate Title plant company handling 4 counties - San Francisco, San Mateo, Alameda, Contra Costa.  I look forward to meeting all the new parents soon.

Ms. Ada: Ms. Ada is our custodian.  She has been working at ACLC for five years.  She is happy to still be with the kids and enjoys the ACLC community.  She is grateful for the facilitators’ support.
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