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November
11/4
Governing Board meeting; 7:00 p.m.
11/6
Healthy Lunch: Chilly Chili: Beef, chicken, or vegetarian chili, cornbread, green salad, brownies


EHS Varsity football (home) vs. JFK Richmond


EHS JV football (home) vs. JFK Richmond

11/10
Canoeing Trip (for Biology and 6th grade learners)


Board Game night; 6 – 8 p.m.

11/11
Veteran’s Day -  no school


11/13 – 14
EHS play: “The Odd Couple”; 7:30 – 10 pm.

11/14 – 15
Ultimate college tournament for girls’ Ultimate team; UC Santa Cruz

11/17
PAC meeting: 6:30 p.m.

11/18
Canoeing Trip (for Biology and 6th grade learners)


CCEF meeting; 7:00 p.m.

11/19
CLCS Board meeting (at Nea); 7:00 p.m.

11/20
Warrior’s basketball night

11/20 – 21
EHS play: “The Odd Couple”; 7:30 – 10 pm.

11/21
EHS Cross Country – NCS championships


EHS Band in Tournament of Champions Band Review; Fairfield’ all day

11/25 – 27
Thanksgiving Break -  no school
December
12/4

½ Staff Development day; 12:30 p.m. dismissal
12/4 – 5
EHS play: “Doubt; 7:30 – 10 p.m.

12/8

Craft and Holiday Cookie Exchange; 6 – 8 p.m.

12/9

EHS Christmas concert; 7 – 8:30 p.m.

12/11
Healthy Lunch: Soupy Sales: Chicken Noodle, Clam Chowder, or vegetable soup, pita pockets filled with sliced turkey or cheese and veggies, cream puffs

12/11 – 12
EHS play: “Doubt; 7:30 – 10 p.m.

12/15 – 16
Tryouts for EHS’s “West Side Story” production; 3:30 p.m.

12/21 – 1/1
Winter Break -  no school

( (      News      ( (
Lead Facilitator’s Report

October has been a positive and productive month! The Center has new chairs; learners have gone on field trips to Half Dome, Chabot Science Center and Hannah Camp. Many cool projects are happening in classes, projects like rockets, catapults, pinewood derby, mock trials, websites and many more. The leadership class is upbeat and energetic and their positive energy has been contagious all over the Center; learners of all ages are engaged and getting along well together. The facilitator team has welcomed Randy Covey (Math/Science) and Kimiko Armon (P.E.) and it already feels like they have been here forever. Facilitators are going above and beyond in their seminars, creating interesting projects and working hard on administrative tasks for our WASC report and Single Site Plan. Parents have also been contributing lots of time and energy into making our school a great place for both learners and facilitators – from Healthy Lunch to getting new chairs to coming to and running information meetings to securing a venue for our graduation, ACLC’s parents are fantastic. Thank you for all you do for our school. We welcome any and all parent involvement.  

Coming up: Warriors Basketball night Nov. 20th, Halloween Fair, Oct. 29th, PAC game night Nov. 10, Biology Canoe Trips November 10 & 18. We will keep you all posted about these events on our listserv. 

Just to give you an idea some of the highlights that happened in the last month, I will include the bullet point list I shared with the CLCS Board.  

Have a great November. 

--Lynn Kameny 

Executive Director’s Report

On October 13th, ACLC filed its charter renewal petition with the Alameda Unified School District.  A public hearing should be scheduled within 30 days with a vote in early December.  We hope that ACLC families will turn out at the public hearings to show support for the school.  We seek a 5 year renewal of our charter which is the maximum allowed by law. ACLC has served the Alameda community for 14 years. In its charter renewal petition, ACLC seeks to become an independent charter school and become its own LEA for purposes of special education.  Both changes will allow ACLC to control its own destiny and should reduce overall costs. At its October Board meeting, the ACLC Governing Board voted to file a Proposition 39 facilities request to expand the school to 300 learners in 2010 and 350 learners in 2011.  This expansion is necessary for ACLC to thrive in the present economic climate and current funding levels. ACLC seeks expanded space at it current facility.  The district is currently creating its master plan for Alameda which needs to include “reasonably equivalent space” to educate ACLC’s charter school learners. AUSD needs to offer ACLC a facilities agreement by May 1, 2010. 

All of California’s schools face severe financial challenges as we begin planning for the 2010-11 school year. School funding has been cut approximately $850 per learner over the last two years. For this school year, ACLC is projected to run a $20,000 deficit that will lower our reserve funds.  (ACLC will receive $70,000 in one time federal stimulus funds which has lowered this deficit from $90,000). Funding projections are predicted to remain at current levels for years to come. AUSD has similar problems, and has adopted the motto “Business as usual is not an option.”   

Our parent run foundation (CCEF) continues to raise funds for the school.  For those of you have pledged to financially support the school, we sincerely thank you. For those of you who have not yet pledged, we hope that you will in the near future contribute at a level that is appropriate for you.  We really do need 100% parent participation if we are going to continue to provide the high quality program that we do in future years.  – Paul Bentz
October CLCS Board Meeting: Lead Facilitator Report from ACLC 

Learners

* 
Hannah Camp 10/21-10/23 Annie Paulukonis did a fantastic job organizing. 52 learners (campers and counselors) attended Hannah Camp this year

    *  Learner-Led Conferences for new learners were held the week of 10/27 -  10/29.

    *  Neoteric Bevies are up and running with a new organizational structure.

    *  Learners submitted an application for CLCS Learner Board member.

    *  Very little serious learner discipline issues so far this year.

    *  Judicial Committee is doing a great job getting to cases in a timely manner.

    *  Evening Halloween event planned by Ultimate team.

    *  PSAT at ACLC.

    *  20-30 learners planning to attend EHS Homecoming Dance on October 24.

· Learners are participating in ACLC ABC Program (A Better Community) modeled after Nea

Facilitators

    *  Successful Yosemite trip to Half Dome. Thank you Paul, Carlton, Jake and Julian

    *  Carlton did a fantastic job organizing Hannah Camp.

    *  6th grade Field Trip to the Chabot Science Center.

    *  Catapults project in Randy’s Physics class, rocket project currently underway.

    * Jake successfully implemented the Dominguez Hill Distance Learning Honors History   class.

    *  Mr. Harris, an attorney, came to work with Lynn’s Humanities 9 class to prepare for mock trial that begins on Monday

    *   Milt’s 6th grade class, assisted by Paul, created and raced Pinewood Derby cars.

    *  Based on learner need, Patricia converted 6th grade math lab from remedial help to    extension of concepts.

    *  Patricia, Lynn and Lora put finishing touches on WASC chapters 1-4 in time for WASC pre-visit.

    *   Facilitator team prepared for WASC pre-visit from Dr. Al Bush on 10/20.

    *   Committees are up and running. Lynn is working to make them even more effective.

    *  Milt and Julian successfully completed first part of the AUSD required evaluation. One pre-evaluation meeting completed today; the other planned for tomorrow.

    *   Kimiko Armon is our new P.E. facilitator at ACLC. Classes are going great.

    *   Julian and Jake worked to get netbooks up and running.

    *   Responding to EHS request, Juanita and Lynn organized a new Hall Pass system.

    * Debbie and Miriam graciously stepped in to provide lunch coverage during WASC meeting.

Administration

    * 
PSAT test administered. Thank you, Gail.

    * Lynn attended 2 AUSD Principal Council meetings with other AUSD principals and teacher leaders to discuss AUSD Master Plan.

    * 
Milt, Carlton, Terry, Lynn, planned and ran a Community Meeting on 10/26/09 to discuss future changes to ACLC. Approximately 30 parents attended. Julian,Patricia, Jake and Paul also attended.

    * 
Lynn met with Kirsten Vital, AUSD Superintendent, to have a general discussion about the year and to plan an ACLC walkthrough. Walkthrough scheduled for November 13, 1:30-3:00 at the end of the day so that Kirsten has a chance to meet with the Leadership class.

    * Meeting with Paul, Lynn, Hugh Morgan at Nea to discuss the role of the Advisory Committee with ACLC and NCLC.

    *  Lynn, Carlton and Paul attended the Charter School Leadership Conference in Santa Rosa.

    *  AUSD graciously extended ACLC SSP deadline by one month so that it coordinates better with our WASC work.

    *  At EHS request, Lynn will chaperone at the Homecoming Dance.

 Community/Parents

    *   PAC and CCEF are up and running.

    *  PAC parent, Jeannie D’Amato, organized a chair removal and replacement plan that successfully removed all ACLC broken chairs and replaced them with chairs donated by Debbie Pollart’s workplace. Many volunteers worked on this wildly successful endeavor. The chair project highlights ACLC democracy in action: Proposal by PAC; discussion and decision at ACLC Board meeting to accept donated chairs instead of buying new ones (go green!); Chair removal/replacement funding provided by CCEF; elbow grease courtesy of many parents, learners and facilitators. A well-oiled machine!

    *   20-30 parents attended ACLC Community Meeting

    *  PEV parent (AUSD Master Plan’s Public Education Volunteers), David Murray, held a   PEV meeting at ACLC to listen to community’s opinions about the AUSD Master Plan and restructuring ideas.

    *  PAC up and running with many ideas including re-vamping the outback to make it more learner-friendly.

    *  Graduation Committee secured Alameda Theater for ACLC graduation for the second year in a row. Graduation will be held on Wednesday, June 9.

    *  Graduation Committee will hold first meeting 10/28.

District

    *  Superintendent coming for a visit November 13.

    *  Pre-evaluation meetings with Julian and Milt.

    *  Paul attended AUSD Site Disaster Training.

Beyond

    *  WASC visit planned for March 7- 10, 2010.

    *  Possible ACLC/NCLC Technology Summit under discussion.

– Lynn Kameny
PAC News

Thanks to the tireless efforts of Jeannie D'Amato, the Center will soon be in receipt of 100+ gently used chairs!!  Finally phasing out the tired old blue wheeled chairs that have been around the Center for well over a decade!  Amazing effort by Jeannie and kudos to her and all she has done. 

Next PAC meeting will be on Tuesday, November 17th at 6:30 pm at the Center--look forward to seeing plenty of people there to discuss and plan future projects!!

SAVE THE DATE:  Our first community-wide event, a combination fundraiser and game night will take place November 10th from 6 - 8 pm.  We'd love to have a good turn out for this fun, community building event and it will also be a Senior fundraiser, so please plan on coming and bring the family.

And lastly thanks again to all the generous volunteers out there in the Community, but we still need more hands and heads to keep the committee rosters full and keep these events happening......feel free to contact us about what you can do to help!

Erin and Jocelyn

erin.barrett@comcast.net

jtntca@prodigy.net

PAC Co-chairs 

CCEF News

September's CCEF meeting was well attended by both ACLC and Nea parents.  During the meeting the CCEF board adopted new by-laws that allowed formation of the Nea CCEF committee.  So, now CCEF is the charitable organization raising money for both schools.  The ACLC and Nea committees will maintain separate bank accounts and make their spending decisions independently.

If you are a parent contributing to CCEF, please, note which school you are contributing to.  You can make a note in the bottom left corner of your check.  Or, if you are paying via an online bill payment mechanism, you can add a note to the check that CCEF receives by using the Memo field.

Parents can also use the same mechanism to tell CCEF which budget item they want their contribution to pay for; such as, Graduation, Yearbook, EHS classes.

The next ACLC CCEF committee meeting was held on October 28, 7 p,m. at ACLC.  All ACLC parents, learners and facilitators are invited and encouraged to attend the CCEF meetings.  The agenda included voting for disbursement of funds for specific budget items (e.g. College Counseling, EHS class funding, Music) and discussion of additional budget items.

The November meeting of the ACLC CCEF committee is scheduled for Wednesday, November 18, 7 p.m. at ACLC.  No meeting for December.

Robert Boyd

boyd_rljr@yahoo.com

(510) 759-3656

Nurse’s Notes:

The flu is the flu is the flu,

The flu season is off to an early start this year, possibly due to the H1N1 virus. We are seeing a lot of students and staff out with flu symptoms, but the symptoms don't seem to be more severe than those of the regular seasonal flu. Because of this, health care providers don't test for H1N1 unless the patient is hospitalized. Therefore, we don't treat H1N1 flu any different than seasonal flu.

Children who have flu symptoms should stay home for 24 hours after the fever has gone. Parents/guardians should not send children to school if they have flu symptoms. Children who come to school with symptoms will be sent home. Children do not need a doctor's note to return to school after the flu.

The best prevention continues to be hand washing and covering coughs and sneezes. The H1N1 vaccine will probably be available by the end of October or early November  There will initially be a limited supply and priority will be given to the following groups of people (not necessarily in order of priority):

 *   health-care and emergency medical services personnel

 *   pregnant women

 *   persons who live with or provide care for infants aged <6 months (e.g., parents, siblings,   and daycare providers)

 *   persons aged 6 months - 24 years

 *   persons aged 25 - 64 years who have medical conditions that put them at higher risk for influenza-related complications

The vaccine will initially only be available through medical providers, not through private organizations, pharmacies or schools. Parents/guardians should contact their doctor if they believe they qualify for early immunization.

For more information please visit the Alameda County Public Health website at http://www.acphd.org/H1N1/index.htm
Rens Kleinman, RN, MSN

District Nurse

(510) 337-7118

rkleinman@alameda.k12.ca.us

General Mills Box tops

Thanks to everyone who has brought in box tops. We collected over $60 for the first (October) submission date!

Please continue to drop off your box tops in the jar by the sign in sheets or you can mail them to me at:

Iris DeMello

1544 Fourth Street

Alameda, CA 94501
- Iris DeMello

Listserv

Proper Listserv etiquette is to reply directly to an individual, as opposed to the entire list, when your message is directed to that individual, unless you feel it has broader community interest. This will cut down on the number of unwanted e-mails we all get. Please do not utilize the AACLC-L for matters not related to AACLC, such as business advertisements or solicitations.

If you find one or more e-mail messages to be rude or unwanted and if you find it necessary to respond, we ask that you do so in private.

To add an e-mail address to the Listserv, send an e-mail message from that e-mail address to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with "SUBSCRIBE AACLC-L YourFirstName YourLastName" in the body of the message (no Subject is needed). Do not include the quotation marks.

To get off of AACLC-L permanently, send an e-mail message to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with "SIGNOFF AACLC-L" in the body of the message (no Subject is needed). Do not include the quotation marks.
If you have any problems receiving your messages from the listserv, please contact me at irisdemello@gmail.com.

- Iris DeMello 
Lucky’s S.H.A.R.E.S. Program

Thank you to every one who has already signed up for the S.H.A.R.E.S. program. 

Each time the card is used, 3% of the qualified purchase earns a S.H.A.R.E.S. point.  Each S.H.A.R.E.S. point equals one dollar earned.  S.H.A.R.E.S. points earned are shown on the bottom of the register receipt and credited to the ACLC.  ACLC will receive a check quarterly reflecting the amount earned.

For people who want a card(s), please email me at irisdemello@gmail.com with the following information:

Your full name

How many cards you want 

Your address

You now can request whatever number of cards you need. (previously you could request 2 cards per learner). 

This is an easy way to support ACLC! 

- Iris DeMello

Healthy Lunch Menu 

Healthy Lunch is a parent-run program serving a home-cooked, well-balanced lunch once a month, usually on the first Friday of the month. 

These lunches cannot happen without parent support. If you would be able to help out from time to time with cooking, shopping, serving, clean-up, etc., please email me at alhalameda@aol.com. Each month, about a week before the lunch, I send out an email to all the volunteers stating what is needed. If you can help that month, just email me back. Save your receipts to be reimbursed for your purchases.

The cost of the lunches is $6.00 each. (Checks should be made out to CCEF). Learners who qualify for free or reduced-price lunches through the school district will also get their Healthy Lunch at the same price as a school lunch. All lunches include juice or milk and a vegetarian option.

11/6
Chilly Chili: Beef, chicken, or vegetarian chili, cornbread, green salad, brownies

12/4
Soupy Sales: Chicken Noodle, Clam Chowder, or vegetable soup, pita pockets filled with sliced turkey or cheese and veggies, cream puffs

· Alison Harris 

OTHER CLASSES AND CENTER ACTIVITIES

by Debbie Pollart, Eileen Meredith & Iris DeMello

Ultimate: Practices - Ultimate practice takes place at Crab Cove every Wednesday from 3:30 to 6 (subject to change/cancellation due to weather). Practice is for all-age learners (middle school and high school). Just bring cleats, a water bottle, and clothes you don’t mind getting grubby. ‘Under Armor’ type leggings are also a good choice as the weather gets colder and to keep that top layer of skin on during lay-outs. Kids from other Alameda schools may also join the team and/or come to practices, so let your friends know. Also, parents are encouraged to come out and watch our practice sessions. Since the year is just getting started, we’re still getting ourselves organized. We’ll have a new Google list set up shortly. This is the easiest way to keep up with changes in practices and tournament schedules.
Meet the Coaches - The players are currently scouting 3 candidates for coach of the men's team - they're all equally excited to work with us. The girl’s team has a former ACLC learner, Jessie Koritch (who's also teaching at NEA) heading the team. We also have Colin Higgins (ACLC Class of ’09) and Rand Wrobel, a father of a current ACLC learner, coaching the middle school team.

Upcoming Events/Tournaments - The girls’ team will be going to UC Santa Cruz for a college tournament on November 14 -15. We'll be planning a Halloween fair (fundraiser) on October 29th at ACLC. Future events include a winter parent/player league (hopefully), and one or more middle school tournaments. Donations are greatly appreciated (to cover tournament fees, gas, food). Event if your learner doesn’t play, come out and support ACLC’s one and only team (and 5-time State High School Champions!). (from Debbie)

Theater News: EHS Spring Musical auditions: Auditions for the musical "West Side Story" will take place starting at 3:30 on December 15 & 16. Callbacks will be December 17.  Rehearsals will begin January 11th.  High School students may begin signing up for auditions on December 7th. (from Iris)
EHS Music: The Encinal Band will participate in the Tournament of Champions Band Review in Fairfield on November 21st, all day.  People can contact the band teacher if interested).

December 9 is the EHS Christmas concert; 7 – 8:30 p.m. (from Eileen)

EHS Football News: November 6 is the
EHS Varsity football game(home) vs. JFK Richmond and the EHS JV football game (home) vs. JFK Richmond (from Iris)

Counseling Corner 

We had the PSAT, Wednesday October 14. ACLC had 49 tenth and eleventh graders take the test. Results will be back at ACLC in December when I will go over scores with the learners and show areas that need improvement. Remember, only ACLC and the learners and parents see the scores. Juniors should start thinking about signing up for the SAT reasoning (PSAT is the shortened version of the test) and depending on the colleges applying to, take the SAT II’s starting this spring. The dates are below for both the SAT and the ACT. The ACT with writing can be taken along with or instead of the SAT reasoning.  

SAT I and II-  Registration Deadlines
Dec. 5   
Oct. 30

Jan. 23   
Dec. 15

March 13  
Feb. 4   

May 1   
March 25

Jun. 5   
April 29

Register online at www.collegeboard.com 

ACT-   
Registration Deadlines
Dec. 12  
Nov. 6

Feb. 6   
Jan. 5

April 10  
March 5

Register online at www.actstudent.org 

December is the last test score most colleges will accept for seniors. Be sure to have your scores sent to the colleges you are applying to. 

For seniors who need to have counselor letters of recommendation, please give no less than 3 weeks before they are due. The request should come with a “brag sheet” telling of your participation in any extra curricular activities, awards given, leadership positions etc. that you would like the college to know about you. It is very difficult to write a comprehensive letter that helps you stand out if I am not given enough time and I don’t have information about what you have done (or are doing). 

A concern several of us have at the Center is the amount of non productive time spent by those learners who are not turning in homework and who are not prepared for tests. Our school allows for learners to choose (or choose not to) use free time in ways that facilitate success. Please talk to your child and ask them how they spend their “project” time. If they can’t tell you what they are working on during that time it is most likely an indication that they are spending too much time hanging around the center and not getting work done.  

I continue with the L2L classes I have the honor of facilitating this year. I have really enjoy sending time with the 6th and 7th graders in a class setting where we get to do lots of fun stuff. We have performed skits, decorated bags that describe who we are and what we like to do. We have discussions about bullying and time management among other important topics. 

Peer mediation will begin in the next week. I have already had mediation sessions with some learners. Once the learners are more familiar with program and use it, I expect we will have a positive effect on the social environment here at ACLC. 

 Food for thought: (I had this in a previous newsletter but it still holds very true).

There is a growing interest in what makes for academic success. One study I read discusses the importance of students feeing that learning was a more important goal in school than getting good grades. In addition, these students held hard work in high regard, believing that the more you labored at something, the better you would become at it. They understood that even geniuses have to work hard for their great accomplishments. With this in mind, parents and educators would be more effective with learners if they focused on praising hard work instead of innate intelligence..- Gail Smith-Pratt


Attendance Requirements:

The staff would like to remind everyone that all learners in grades 6 - 12 are required by California state law to attend school from the hours of 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Those learners who have college classes are eligible for our Off Campus Contract, but their request to leave campus to attend classes must first be approved by the Curriculum Committee of our Governing Board. The necessary paperwork has been handed out and must be returned and approved before learners can legally be away from the ACLC during the school day. 

Those learners without college classes or other eligible Off Campus activities are expected to be at ACLC by 8 a.m. each school day. Those who have an unexcused tardy, will be assigned detention. Habitual tardiness may result in more serious consequences. 

Attendance and punctuality are important because of their direct relationship to academic progress and developing responsibility in students.  According to state law, parents are responsible for punctual and regular attendance.

Alameda Unified School District requires when any student has had 14 absences in the school year for illness, any further absences for illness must be verified by a physician to excuse the absences.  If we do not receive verification from the physician then the absences will remain unexcused.

Please help the ACLC abide by the state laws for compulsory school attendance by getting learners to school on time and reminding them to sign in each day. 

If your Learner is taking ANY courses at Encinal High school, you must call Encinal High at 510-748-4023 to report all ABSENCES AND TARDIES FOR THE PERIOD TAKEN.

 

Last Name        CALL
A-L                   510-748-4023 x 3108 Pat Rios

M-Z                  510-748-4023 x 3109 Theresa Lee

School Phone#’s & Emails


ACLC Phone: (510) 521-7543 – Answered at the Center & Facilitator phonemail Absence notification method: contact the "Attendance Hotline" at phone: 510-521-7543 option "3" or  Email: jwilliams@alameda.k12.ca.us  

          Facilitators Desk: 510-521-7543 x116

         This line will be an additional line to reach someone at the Center, if you cannot contact Juanita at the front desk.         
	Juanita Williams x100 or 0           jwilliams@alameda.k12.ca.us
Paul Bentz x101

      pbentz@alameda.k12.ca.us
Patricia Williamson x102
      pwilliamson@alameda.k12.ca.us

Lynn Kameny x103

      lkameny@alameda.k12.ca.us
Milt Friedman x 104                     mifriedman@alameda.k12.ca.us

Jacob Powell x106

      jpowell@alameda.k12.ca.us
Gail Smith-Pratt x107
                  gspratt@alameda.k12.ca.us
Julian August x 108                      jaugust@alameda.k12.ca.us
Carrie Blanche x109
                  cblanche@alameda.k12.ca.us
Carlton Grizzle x111
                  cgrizzle@alameda.k12.ca.us
Lora Lewis  x113                          llewis@alameda.k12.ca.us

Terry Toczynski x 117                  ttoczynski@alameda.k12.ca.us
Josiah Hooper

                  josiah@therake.com (DVS)

Randall (Randy) Covey x105       rcovey@alameda.k12.ca.us
Kimiko Armon x 120                     karmon@alameda.k12.ca.us

David Dilworth                              davidilworth@yahoo.com (Digital Music Production)

Cathy Dana                                  cathydana@gmail.com (Creative Expressions)

Debbie Garcia                              dgarcia@alameda.k12.ca.us (Paraprofessional)

Miriam Sundheim                         msundheim@alameda.k12.ca.us (Paraprofessional)

PORTABLE EXTENSIONS

Port 2   x115 

Port 3   x112

Port 4   x114

Port 5   x110
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