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May

5/4 – 7

STAR testing; 12:15 dismissal

5/5

ACLC Governing Board meeting; 7:00 p.m.

EHS Spring concert; in cafeteria, featuring Jazz band, orchestra and guitar; 7 – 9 p.m.

5/6

CCEF meeting; 7:00 p.m.

5/8 – 9
Ultimate Dark Meat and Sweet Meat at Westerns Championship; Burlington, Washington
5/11

PAC meeting; 6:30 p.m.

5/13

ACLC Art show/dessert potluck; 7 – 8:30 p.m.

5/14

Ultimate end of season Banquet; starts at 6 p.m; diinner at 7 p.m.

5/19

ACLC Open House for ACLC community and new ACLC families; 7 – 9 p.m.

5/20

CLCS Board meeting: 7:00 p.m., at Nea

5/22

ACLC Kahsai formal dance, at Rhythmix Cultural Center

5/25

Band Performance at ACLC 7:00pm to 8:00pm

5/26

ACLC Constitutional Convention (day long, school-wide activity)



CCEF meeting; 7 p.m.

5/31

Memorial Day holiday; NO SCHOOL

June

6/2                  ACLC Governing Board meeting; 7 p.m.

6/9                  ACLC Graduation at the Alameda Theater; 3 – 5 p.m.; Dinner at Bayside      
                         Pavillion; 5:30 – 9 p.m.


6/11                Last Day of School, ACLC BBQ at Crab Cove



 All EHS band members will perform at the Encinal graduation
( (      News      ( (
Lead Facilitator’s Report

It is hard to believe that May is around the corner; the end of the year always comes fast on the heels of May! There have been many exciting events going on at ACLC since our last newsletter: canoe trips, talent show, ACLC play, SF Science Fair, Ultimate Frisbee tournaments, Career Day, just to mention a few.  Many of our Senior Projects, Future Leaders Institute (FLI) Projects and community events are also coming up in May such as a “Green” fashion show, an ACLC overnight at the Center, ACLC Arts Night, the Kahsai Formal, ACLC Open House, the Senior Trip, ACLC concert, the ACLC Constitutional Convention and many other events, so be sure to stay tuned to the Listserv.  

The month of May also brings us STAR and CST testing which will take place May 4-7. ACLC will be holding minimum days during testing; school hours will be 8:00 am – 12:15 pm. We have found that setting aside minimum days for testing, (rather than running a full day schedule with a mix of testing and classes), leads to a much more stress-free and relaxed test environment. As is our tradition, ACLC will provide learners with nutritious snacks such as granola bars and trail mix and learners should feel free to supplement these snacks with food from home. New this year, in order to make our life “greener,” we are asking learners to bring refillable water bottles from home rather than our past practice of purchasing water for every learner. Whatever you can do to help your learner get plenty of rest each night and eat a good breakfast each day during testing would be greatly appreciated. 

Another big event that occurs at ACLC this May is our Constitutional Convention. During this convention, organized and run by our Leadership class, all ACLC learners will have an opportunity to give feedback about many aspects of ACLC and suggest ways to improve school for next year. Key to ACLC’s mission is that we are constantly working to improve our school and our annual Constitutional Convention ensures that every learner has a voice in this process.  

With June around the corner from May, I want to be sure that all families know about the very unique and personal graduation that is one of our finest ACLC traditions. All families are invited to attend our graduation ceremony (this is a free event), which will be held on Wednesday, June 9, at the Alameda Theater from 3 – 5 pm. Each ACLC graduate is presented by a facilitator and each graduate has the opportunity to speak during the graduation, making it a very personal experience. Following graduation, at 5:30, there will be a dinner at the Bayside Pavilion. Watch the listserv for upcoming announcements about how to purchase dinner tickets. ACLC has an outstanding Senior class this year and I hope that our whole community comes out to celebrate with them on June 9. 

June will also bring us Learner Led Conferences and our annual last day of school barbeque at Crab Cove on June 11. Please be sure your learner has turned in a walking field trip form so that all learners are able to attend this event. 

This has been a busy and exciting year for me as the Lead Facilitator of ACLC. It has been a pleasure working with such a creative, innovative and supportive community of learners, parents and staff. I extend a sincere thank you to all of you for making this such a fantastic year at the Alameda Community Learning Center. 

Sincerely,

Lynn Kameny, ACLC Lead Facilitator 

Executive Director’s Report

AUSD recently agreed to put a parcel tax proposal (Measure E) on the June ballot. The eight year tax would raise approximately $14 million dollars yearly for AUSD schools.  In the proposal is the statement that one reason (of 8) for raising the money is to support Alameda students attending existing charter schools.  What exactly does this mean?  Well, no one really knows, and it is a leap of faith.  (It could mean anything from $1 - $360,000 per year for ACLC.) This would be a great financial improvement for ACLC’s operating budget and a way for us to keep our school small, our class sizes small, our staff fairly paid, and provide electives and enrichment programs that we all wish we had more of. To get a parcel tax passed it will take the involvement of the entire Alameda community.  I would like to extend a special thanks to the volunteer parents and learners from ACLC and Nea who turned out over two weekends to distribute over 15,000 doorhangers in support of Measure E. I urge you to get involved and contribute what you can. 

ACLC has reached a tentative facilities agreement with AUSD to allow ACLC to remain at its present location for the next year with some additional portable space.  Why only a one year agreement?  If the parcel tax fails, AUSD will probably be consolidating its schools and may need our current space to house either the one high school or the one middle school that declining funding will require. If the parcel tax passes, there is still a shortage of funding to continue the current school district configuration. EHS may be restructured into smaller learning communities with additional students brought in and they would need the current space we use to make that work.  Given that most ACLC learners are Alameda residents, we are entitled to reasonably equivalent space.  Where ACLC is located in the future is the big question. After the parcel tax ballot measure is determined, we will sit down with AUSD to work on providing facilities for ACLC learners in the years to come. 

At this writing we still do not have a Memorandum of Understanding describing next year’s plan for concurrent enrollment in EHS classes, sports and summer school.  My belief is that we will have these agreements for at least one more year, and we will let you know as soon as an agreement is reached. 

Our parent run foundation (CCEF) continues to raise funds for the school.  For those of you have pledged to financially support the school, we sincerely thank you. For those of you who have not yet pledged, we hope that in the near future you will contribute at a level that is appropriate for you.  We really do need 100% parent participation so that we can continue to provide a high quality program at ACLC in future years.  – Paul Bentz
PAC News

The end of the year mad dash has begun! We're working on getting graduation invitations in the mail. Please be aware that you have only until May 22nd to get your RSVP card sent in for the graduation reception. We're also looking for volunteers for the following activities:

Art Show, May 15th (DESSERTS! PAC is organizing a dessert potluck for this event)

End of year BBQ, June 11 (we need food)

If you can offer any assistance for any of these events, please contact Erin (erin.barrett@comcast.net/510-748-6840) or Jocelyn (jtntca@prodigy.net/510-334-9305).

Erin & Jocelyn

PAC Co-chairs

jtntca@prodigy.net

erin.barrett@comcast.net

CCEF News

CCEF needs a new slate of officers and directors for the 2010-11 school year, pronto!  The new board should be elected during the May 26 meeting. Just around the corner.  The new board will set the fundraising and spending priorities for next year. If you are an ACLC parent and have a few hours every month to devote to extending the educational assets and services ACLC provides to your students, then please come to the May 26th meeting. There's a chair with your name on it.

Robert Boyd

boyd_rljr@yahoo.com

(510) 759-3656

General Mills Box tops

Thanks to everyone who has brought in box tops. Please continue to drop off your box tops in the jar by the sign in sheets.  Once school ends, please mail them to me at:

Iris DeMello

1544 Fourth Street

Alameda, CA 94501
- Iris DeMello

Listserv

Proper Listserv etiquette is to reply directly to an individual, as opposed to the entire list, when your message is directed to that individual, unless you feel it has broader community interest. This will cut down on the number of unwanted e-mails we all get. Please do not utilize the AACLC-L for matters not related to AACLC, such as business advertisements or solicitations.

If you find one or more e-mail messages to be rude or unwanted and if you find it necessary to respond, we ask that you do so in private.

To add an e-mail address to the Listserv, send an e-mail message from that e-mail address to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with "SUBSCRIBE AACLC-L YourFirstName YourLastName" in the body of the message (no Subject is needed). Do not include the quotation marks.

To get off of AACLC-L permanently, send an e-mail message to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with "SIGNOFF AACLC-L" in the body of the message (no Subject is needed). Do not include the quotation marks.
If you have any problems receiving your messages from the listserv, please contact me at irisdemello@gmail.com.

- Iris DeMello 
Lucky’s S.H.A.R.E.S. Program

Thank you to every one who has already signed up for the S.H.A.R.E.S. program. 

For people who want a card(s), please email me at irisdemello@gmail.com with the following information:

Your full name

How many cards you want 

Your address

You now can request whatever number of cards you need. (previously you could request 2 cards per learner). 

This is an easy way to support ACLC! 

- Iris DeMello

Healthy Lunch Menu 

5/14
Healthy Lunch: Fiesta!: Chicken or bean wrap with cheese and veggies, salsa & guacamole with chips, fruit salad, cupcakes

Healthy Lunch is a parent-run program serving a home-cooked, well-balanced lunch once a month, usually on the first Friday of the month. 

These lunches cannot happen without parent support. If you would be able to help out from time to time with cooking, shopping, serving, clean-up, etc., please email me at alhalameda@aol.com. Each month, about a week before the lunch, I send out an email to all the volunteers stating what is needed. If you can help that month, just email me back. Save your receipts to be reimbursed for your purchases.

The cost of the lunches is $6.00 each. (Checks should be made out to CCEF). Learners who qualify for free or reduced-price lunches through the school district will also get their Healthy Lunch at the same price as a school lunch. All lunches include juice or milk and a vegetarian option.

· Alison Harris 

CENTER ACTIVITIES

by Debbie Pollart & Eileen Meredith

Ultimate:  



 

May 2


Ultimate States Championship for middle schoolers

May 8 – 9

Dark Meat and Sweet Meat in Seattle for Westerns

May 14 or 16             End of Season Banquet

Although Westerns is still 2 weeks away as of the writing of this article, the BIG NEWS is that for the 6th straight year in a row, ACLC’s Dark Meat Mixed Team is the California High School Champions! This is an awesome cap to an amazing season. Played over two days in Pleasanton, Dark Meat won handedly throughout the tournament and they displayed great gamesmanship in the face of some less sporting teams.  Meat’s B team, comprised of both middle- and high-schoolers also played in the tournament, having some very close games, and showing that the Meat program has a strong future.  After the final point, there were some tears shed (by both players and parents) as it was realized that this was the last time that they’d all be playing together.

May 2nd in Pleasanton is the first-ever UPA-sanctioned States Championship for middle-schoolers. This will be a great opportunity for ACLC’s Beastmode team to show the future of Dark Meat. Cullen Coyne and Rand Wrobel have really worked hard this season coaching Beastmode, shaping these young players and teaching them about good sportsmanship and the integrity of the game.

May 6th & 7th the Dark Meat (boys) and Sweet Meat (girls) teams will be heading up to Seattle to participate in this year’s Westerns Tournament, held on May 8th & 9th.  This will be the last tournament for the season. With both teams having participated in several college tournaments this year, they should have a strong showing.

With this being the last newsletter of the season, our thanks and gratitude go out to the CCEF Board for continuing to provide financial support to the program.  Ultimate is ACLC’s only sports program, and Mike De Sousa’s (original Dark Meat Coach)  vision in starting this program has shaped our kids’ lives in so many positive ways.  I know for a fact that for many of the seniors, their ultimate (pun intended) college decision included a look at the colleges’ Ultimate program, signifying the depth of commitment these kids have made to this wonderful sport.  In addition, a round of applause to all of the Ultimate Moms and Dads who support the kids in numerous ways – buying food, and driving to/from practices and tournaments. 
As mentioned in previous newsletters, this year was unique because with exception of Rand, all new coaches stepped up after Mike and Vi left last year. With no exceptions, all of this year’s coaches have proven to be totally committed to our kids and we thank them for all of their time, talent, and love of the game – RoBot, Jessie, Nat, Rand and Cullen have given immensely of their time and we are most thankful to them. Lastly, I wanted to point out a few of our extraordinary Ultimate parents and supporters – master logisticians and organizers Vickie Miyashiro and Mo Deierling, photographer Nancy Kerns, and videographer Nick Rafter.  For Nancy and Nick especially, I want to thank them for sharing their talents. It’s great to be able to see plays that were missed and also to send links along to family, showcasing how great our kids are. 

(from Debbie)

Music:

May 5
EHS Spring concert; in cafeteria, featuring Jazz band, orchestra and guitar; 7 – 9 p.m.

(from Eileen)

Counseling Corner 

SAT I and II  
Registration 

Deadlines
May 1   

March 25

June 5   

April 29

Register online at www.collegeboard.com 

 ACT   

Registration 

Deadlines
June 12  

May 7

Register online at www.actstudent.org 

STAR testing week: May 4-7. 

California Standards Tests (CST), given to all California students in grades 2-11, are components of several measurements Alameda Unified School District (AUSD) uses to determine how well our students are learning basic academic skills. The results of these tests also help us look at school and district growth from year to year in order to improve instruction for our students. The California Education Code Section 60615 states that parents/guardians can submit a written request to the principal of their student’s school if they do not wish to have their student take any or all parts of the state’s Standard Testing and Reporting (STAR) program tests. AUSD teachers and schools support students to do well on the tests and help them learn test-taking skills that will enable them to be successful throughout their school career and beyond. We encourage parents to contact their child’s teacher or principal with any concerns they may have about the test before they request that their student be excluded from taking the test(s). 

For those learners who have not started thinking about extra-curricular activities, now’s the time to begin! This includes all learners 6th -12th grade and can take place this summer or right now. Extra-curriculars are activities one participates in outside of school. These activities can be volunteer positions, sports activities or it can be a job. There are a myriad of opportunities in the Bay Area and beyond. I have an updated summer activity sheet in my office for learners to come check out. The Youth Court in Oakland has opportunities for our learners too. It is not too late (or too early) to start. Colleges are very interested in what students do outside of school. 

There are a few sophomores and parents that have not scheduled a meeting with me. Please schedule a time to meet and talk about your child’s academic progress. 

  - Gail Smith-Pratt


Attendance Requirements:

The staff would like to remind everyone that all learners in grades 6 - 12 are required by California state law to attend school from the hours of 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Those learners who have college classes are eligible for our Off Campus Contract, but their request to leave campus to attend classes must first be approved by the Curriculum Committee of our Governing Board. The necessary paperwork has been handed out and must be returned and approved before learners can legally be away from the ACLC during the school day. 

Those learners without college classes or other eligible Off Campus activities are expected to be at ACLC by 8 a.m. each school day. Those who have an unexcused tardy, will be assigned detention. Habitual tardiness may result in more serious consequences. 

Attendance and punctuality are important because of their direct relationship to academic progress and developing responsibility in students.  According to state law, parents are responsible for punctual and regular attendance.

Alameda Unified School District requires when any student has had 14 absences in the school year for illness, any further absences for illness must be verified by a physician to excuse the absences.  If we do not receive verification from the physician then the absences will remain unexcused.

Please help the ACLC abide by the state laws for compulsory school attendance by getting learners to school on time and reminding them to sign in each day. 

If your Learner is taking ANY courses at Encinal High school, you must call Encinal High at 510-748-4023 to report all ABSENCES AND TARDIES FOR THE PERIOD TAKEN.

 

Last Name        CALL
A-L                   510-748-4023 x 3108 Pat Rios

M-Z                  510-748-4023 x 3109 Theresa Lee

School Phone#’s & Emails


ACLC Phone: (510) 521-7543 – Answered at the Center & Facilitator phonemail Absence notification method: contact the "Attendance Hotline" at phone: 510-521-7543 option "3" or  Email: jwilliams@alameda.k12.ca.us  

          Facilitators Desk: 510-521-7543 x116

         This line will be an additional line to reach someone at the Center, if you cannot contact Juanita at the front desk.         
	Juanita Williams x100 or 0           jwilliams@alameda.k12.ca.us
Paul Bentz x101

      pbentz@alameda.k12.ca.us
Patricia Williamson x102
      pwilliamson@alameda.k12.ca.us

Lynn Kameny x103

      lkameny@alameda.k12.ca.us
Milt Friedman x 104                     mifriedman@alameda.k12.ca.us

Jacob Powell x106

      jpowell@alameda.k12.ca.us
Gail Smith-Pratt x107
                  gspratt@alameda.k12.ca.us
Julian August x 108                      jaugust@alameda.k12.ca.us
Carrie Blanche x109
                  cblanche@alameda.k12.ca.us
Carlton Grizzle x111
                  cgrizzle@alameda.k12.ca.us
Lora Lewis  x113                          llewis@alameda.k12.ca.us

Terry Toczynski x 117                  ttoczynski@alameda.k12.ca.us
Josiah Hooper

                  josiah@therake.com (DVS)

Randall (Randy) Covey x105       rcovey@alameda.k12.ca.us
Kimiko Armon x 120                     karmon@alameda.k12.ca.us

David Dilworth                              davidilworth@yahoo.com (Digital Music Production)

Cathy Dana                                  cathydana@gmail.com (Creative Expressions)

Debbie Garcia                              dgarcia@alameda.k12.ca.us (Paraprofessional)

PORTABLE EXTENSIONS

Port 2   x115 

Port 3   x112

Port 4   x114

Port 5   x110
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