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March

3/2

7th Grade Star Writing Test



Graduation committee meeting at Java Rama; 1333 Park St.; 6:30 p.m.
3/5
Healthy Lunch: Journey to Japan: Teriyaki chicken or portobello mushroom, white rice, Asian-style salad, oranges
3/7 – 10
ACLC hosts WASC team

3/13 – 14
Davis Ultimate Junior’s tournament

3/16
PAC meeting; 6:30 p.m.

3/18 – 20
EHS production: West Side Story; 7:30 p.m., EHS Gymnasium 

3/19                 Ultimate fundraising evening at ACLC - Pasta feed dinner and game night

3/21             
Ultimate MeatFest - San Leandro Pacific Sports Complex (behind Marina Square)

3/24
CCEF meeting; 7:00 pm.

3/25 – 26
EHS production: West Side Story; 7:30 p.m., EHS Gymnasium 

3/26
ACLC/Nea Staff Development Day; NO SCHOOL


EHS is not having a Staff Development day today, so any ACLC learners


enrolled in an EHS class should plan on attending their classes at the time


they are normally scheduled.

April
4/2
Careers Explored Day at ACLC

Healthy Lunch: Backwards Day: Cookies, Caesar salad, chicken or veggie sausage, macaroni and cheese

4/3 – 4/4          DUI   (Davis Ultimate Invitational)

4/5 – 9

Spring break

4/13

PAC meeting; 6:30 p.m.

4/21

Senior Project Presentation night; 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

4/24 – 4/25      Ultimate California State High School Championship - Pleasanton (Tentative)

Ultimate Spring Reign (for middle schoolers) - Burlington, Washington

4/28

CCEF meeting; 7:00 p.m.

( (      News      ( (
Lead Facilitator’s Report

ACLC Community, 

These first two months of 2010 have been a whirlwind of activity! There are many exciting projects going on around the Center such as hot air balloons, social issues websites, Spanish poetry, 1920s slang stories, Geometry ceiling contests, genetics experiments, Romeo and Juliet play preparations, science bug creations, self-portraits, learners moving onto the regional science fair competition, and things exploding in chemistry class (under controlled conditions of course!). It is great to walk around the Center and in and out of seminars and see the hum of excitement about learning that occurs daily at ACLC! Stay tuned for more exciting programs being planned for next year including a STEM program (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) that Carlton hopes to pilot next year. 

Our community has also been busy getting ready for our WASC review that is just around the corner, March 7-10. WASC stands for the Western Association of Schools and Colleges. WASC sends teams out to schools to conduct accreditation reviews and to see for themselves how schools are implementing the programs and successes described in their WASC report. We are very happy that the WASC team coming to ACLC includes representatives who work in charter schools and that there will be a student representative on the team as well. ACLC is very proud of our WASC report that highlights all the amazing accomplishments, events, and innovations at our unique school. The WASC report is posted on our website: http://alamedaclc.org/. Please take some time to have a look at it. If you would prefer to see a hard copy, come by the front office and I will be happy to show it to you.  

The last couple of months have also been a busy as we prepare for the upcoming year. Many of us went all over town distributing 10,000 door hangers throughout Alameda to inform the Alameda community about our information nights. In addition, many learners showed up on our information nights to give tours and answer questions for prospective ACLC families. Thank you to all of you who volunteered. If you know of anyone who would be interested in attending ACLC next year, please direct them to our new and easy online registration form: http://www.alamedaclc.net/. A link to this form is also available on the ACLC website: http://alamedaclc.org/. There are also hard copy forms available on the counter by the front desk. Completed forms can be turned into Lynn or Juanita. 

Many of you came out to support ACLC for our charter school renewal public hearing at the AUSD Board meeting on February 9. A big thank you for all of you who came to the meeting and for the learner and parent speakers who spoke so eloquently about our school. Paul and I gave a short PowerPoint presentation to the Board, answered the few questions the Board had for us and felt that we were received very favorably. The Board will have their official vote on ACLC charter renewal on Tuesday, March 9. Please mark your calendars and come out to support our school on March 9 at the Board meeting. 

Finally, I want to reassure our entire community that ACLC has an excellent financial plan, a very healthy reserve, and we look forward to a solid financial picture going forward into the future. While these are tough economic times for many schools and districts, ACLC has the good fortune of having an excellent and dedicated parent, facilitator and learner-run Financial Committee that has worked very hard over the last 10 years to make sure that our school is on sound financial footing. We invite all of you to come and get involved in our school community by joining the Financial Committee, the Curriculum and Standards Committee, the Program Evaluation Committee, the Personnel Committee, PAC, CCEF, Ultimate Frisbee and/or attending Governing Board meetings so you can actively participate in our democratically-run school. We can always make use of your energy and talents. 

Sincerely, 

Lynn Kameny, ACLC Lead Facilitator 

Careers Explored Day

April 2 is "Careers Explored" Day at ACLC. Lora Lewis is seeking ACLC parents to come to school that day to talk to learners about their job. Interested parents (or friends of parents) should contact Lora Lewis at llewis@alameda.k12.ca.us
PAC News

Graduation committees are formed and are well under way to making this years' graduation one of the best!  If you'd still like to join in on the fun, feel free to send myself or Chris Hans an email and we'll happily find you a committee to join!  Just a few hours of your time can go a long way to making the Graduates have a special day, and don't forget, soon enough it will be your learner/s up there... .. email either jtntca@prodigy.net or quequebug@gmail.com

In other PAC events, we are helping coordinate lunches and morning coffee for the upcoming WASC visit which happens March 7-10.  Any parents that can show their faces Monday through Wednesday that week to help our getting accreditation would be great--feel free to just stop by the Center for an hour or two to prove what a great community ACLC can be!

We desperately need more volunteers to help facilitate the Outback area oversight.  We are struggling to get enough people to show up in order for our learners to get some quality outdoor time.  A full-time, ongoing commitment isn't necessary, if you can just spare an hour of your time to help, the learners would benefit greatly...contact Chris Finn at finn-family@yahoo.com

Our next PAC meeting is scheduled for March 16th at the Center and the next Graduation Committee meeting is set for March 2nd at Java Rama, 1333 Park St. Both meetings are at 6:30

As always, all are welcome and encouraged to attend.

Erin Barrett--erin.barrett@comcast.net
Jocelyn Holford--jtntca@prodigy.net

PAC Co-chairs 

CCEF News

Two weeks ago, CCEF contributed $9,000 to ACLC;  $6,000 for Ultimate Frisbee coach stipends and $3,000 for EHS Sports, Drama and Music.  I'm not sure how many ACLC kids participate in those EHS  sports these days.  Used to be quite a few.

The next CCEF meeting is this Wednesday, March 24. at 7 p.m

CCEF needs the next generation of helpers for the 2010/11 school year.

Robert Boyd

boyd_rljr@yahoo.com

(510) 759-3656

General Mills Box tops

Thanks to everyone who has brought in box tops. Please continue to drop off your box tops in the jar by the sign in sheets or you can mail them to me at:

Iris DeMello

1544 Fourth Street

Alameda, CA 94501
- Iris DeMello

Listserv

Proper Listserv etiquette is to reply directly to an individual, as opposed to the entire list, when your message is directed to that individual, unless you feel it has broader community interest. This will cut down on the number of unwanted e-mails we all get. Please do not utilize the AACLC-L for matters not related to AACLC, such as business advertisements or solicitations.

If you find one or more e-mail messages to be rude or unwanted and if you find it necessary to respond, we ask that you do so in private.

To add an e-mail address to the Listserv, send an e-mail message from that e-mail address to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with "SUBSCRIBE AACLC-L YourFirstName YourLastName" in the body of the message (no Subject is needed). Do not include the quotation marks.

To get off of AACLC-L permanently, send an e-mail message to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with "SIGNOFF AACLC-L" in the body of the message (no Subject is needed). Do not include the quotation marks.
If you have any problems receiving your messages from the listserv, please contact me at irisdemello@gmail.com.

- Iris DeMello 
Lucky’s S.H.A.R.E.S. Program

Thank you to every one who has already signed up for the S.H.A.R.E.S. program. 

For people who want a card(s), please email me at irisdemello@gmail.com with the following information:

Your full name

How many cards you want 

Your address

You now can request whatever number of cards you need. (previously you could request 2 cards per learner). 

This is an easy way to support ACLC! 

- Iris DeMello

Healthy Lunch Menu 

Healthy Lunch is a parent-run program serving a home-cooked, well-balanced lunch once a month, usually on the first Friday of the month. 

These lunches cannot happen without parent support. If you would be able to help out from time to time with cooking, shopping, serving, clean-up, etc., please email me at alhalameda@aol.com. Each month, about a week before the lunch, I send out an email to all the volunteers stating what is needed. If you can help that month, just email me back. Save your receipts to be reimbursed for your purchases.

The cost of the lunches is $6.00 each. (Checks should be made out to CCEF). Learners who qualify for free or reduced-price lunches through the school district will also get their Healthy Lunch at the same price as a school lunch. All lunches include juice or milk and a vegetarian option.

3/5
Healthy Lunch: Journey to Japan: Teriyaki chicken or portobello mushroom, white rice, Asian-style salad, oranges
4/2
 Healthy Lunch: Backwards Day: Cookies, caesar salad, chicken or veggie sausage, macaroni and cheese.

· Alison Harris 

CENTER ACTIVITIES

by Debbie Pollart, Eileen Meredith, Lisa Finn & Bonnie Duffey

Ultimate: Team uniforms have arrived and there’s a lot going on this spring for the various Meat teams:

March 13-14             Davis Junior’s Tournament 

March 19                   Fundraising evening at ACLC - Pasta feed dinner and game night

March 21                  MeatFest - San Leandro Pacific Sports Complex (behind Marina Square)

April 3-4                     DUI   (Davis Ultimate Invitational)

April 24-25                California State High School Championship - Pleasanton (Tentative)

April 24-25                Spring Reign (for middle schoolers) - Burlington, Washington

May 8-9                      Western High School Championship- Burlington, Washington

May 14 or 16             End of Season Banquet

We greatly appreciate the community’s continued support of ACLC’s Ultimate program and want to especially thank the CCEF Board for granting the teams’ request for coaching stipends. In addition to standard coaching duties, the various coaches volunteer a great deal of their time and effort in setting up practices and scrimmages and coordinating the volumes of paperwork for tournaments, all this in addition to their regular full-time work/school.  

 Spring is the busy season for Ultimate, and we can always use your help (even if your kids don’t play). Snack donations for tournaments and food donations for fundraisers are always welcome and much appreciated.  Keep up to date with the latest Ultimate news by joining our Google group at aclcultimate2008-2009@googlegroups.com (from Debbie)

Theater News:. EHS presents West Side Story @ 7:30p.m. on March 18, 19, 20, 25, 26 (from Bonnie)
Counseling Corner 

Seniors

This is a reminder for those of you who are filing for Financial Aid: 

  * If you are debating the feasibility of filing, you can use one of the many “calculators” available to see what an estimated EFC will be.  Many private colleges will encourage you to file, as you might be eligible for some school aid even if you don’t qualify for federal aid.

  *
A Financial Aid Package consists of Grants (money not repaid), Loans (usually subsidized), and Work Study.

 There are four basic areas of aid: 

1. All Financial Aid requires the FAFSA, which determines your family’s EFC (Estimated Family Contribution).  All aid is built around the EFC.

2. School aid and some private schools will require an additional form, usually the CSS Profile.

3. 
Cal Grants are determined by submitting a GPA Verification and your FAFSA results.

4. 
Outside scholarships.

 The FAFSA: 

1. You and your child will need a PIN.  This is your electronic signature.  All financial aid information will be sent to your child, not parents.  Since you are encouraged to file electronically, your email will be very important.  Make sure you add the FAFSA web site to your mailbox so your computer recognizes incoming mail and doesn’t send it to your Junk Mail Box.

2. 
The site to get your PIN and file is: www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov

3. 
If you haven’t done so, apply for your PIN and your parents PIN immediately.  It will take some time to complete and you will need your PIN numbers to file for the FAFSA!

4. 
Once you have filed the FAFSA, you will receive a SAR (Student Aid Report) by email.  Upon receipt of the SAR, you will be able to make corrections   and add additional schools to the FAFSA.

 The CSS Profile:

1. This is a customized form many private and some public schools will use to gather additional information.

2. This form will ask for home equity and additional information from divorced households.  Since each college will have different criteria for their FA packages, every school might not use many of the questions on the Profile.

3. 
There is a fee attached for each college you submit the Profile. 

4. 
Check your college’s web sites to find out what is required and deadlines. 

 Cal Grants: 

1. 
Cal Grants are only awarded to those students attending colleges in California.

2.  I am electronically submitting the GPA Verification form.  I must first get social security numbers from all seniors in order to submit. The deadline is March 2. To be eligible for a Cal Grant, you must submit the FAFSA.  Make sure to add the most expensive California College or university in the first of the six spaces on the FAFSA College Choices.

3.  Submit the GPA Verification as soon as possible.  Don’t wait for the deadline since your GPA is determined through your junior year. The forms are available for download from the Commission Web site at http://www.csac.ca.gov/doc.asp?id=1177  I have copies of the forms in my office.

 Scholarships: 

1. Scholarships are awarded by specific requirements but not involved with the FAFSA or Federal Financial Aid. 

2. Scholarships are like grants in the financial aid package.  The financial aid office will consider all awarded scholarships as equity in determining your FA package. 

3.
A recommended site for scholarship listings and financial aid information is:  www.fastweb.org
4. Check out your school for local scholarship listings.

 Internships

It is important that seniors start their internships in the very near future. For those seniors who are at a loss about what to do, come see me as well as talk to other seniors who might have opportunities at their sites. 

Juniors  

The SAT prep class has gotten off to a great start! Because of the “bathroom crisis” Lora began the prep class this past Tuesday. 

This is the time to start thinking about taking the SAT I and II and/or the ACT with writing. Many colleges require the SAT reasoning or the ACT with writing AND two SAT II tests. 

SAT I and II
Registration 
Deadlines
Mar. 13  
February 4

May 1   
March 25

June 5   
April 29

Register online at www.collegeboard.com 

ACT   

Registration 
Deadlines
April 10  
March 5

June 12  
May 7

Register online at www.actstudent.org 

Sophomores

I have started meeting with sophomores and parents to review academic progress. I will be sending home a letter and transcript at which time please make an appointment to come in with your child. 

The 7th grade STAR writing test is Tuesday, March 2.  

 - Gail Smith-Pratt


Attendance Requirements:

The staff would like to remind everyone that all learners in grades 6 - 12 are required by California state law to attend school from the hours of 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Those learners who have college classes are eligible for our Off Campus Contract, but their request to leave campus to attend classes must first be approved by the Curriculum Committee of our Governing Board. The necessary paperwork has been handed out and must be returned and approved before learners can legally be away from the ACLC during the school day. 

Those learners without college classes or other eligible Off Campus activities are expected to be at ACLC by 8 a.m. each school day. Those who have an unexcused tardy, will be assigned detention. Habitual tardiness may result in more serious consequences. 

Attendance and punctuality are important because of their direct relationship to academic progress and developing responsibility in students.  According to state law, parents are responsible for punctual and regular attendance.

Alameda Unified School District requires when any student has had 14 absences in the school year for illness, any further absences for illness must be verified by a physician to excuse the absences.  If we do not receive verification from the physician then the absences will remain unexcused.

Please help the ACLC abide by the state laws for compulsory school attendance by getting learners to school on time and reminding them to sign in each day. 

If your Learner is taking ANY courses at Encinal High school, you must call Encinal High at 510-748-4023 to report all ABSENCES AND TARDIES FOR THE PERIOD TAKEN.

 

Last Name        CALL
A-L                   510-748-4023 x 3108 Pat Rios

M-Z                  510-748-4023 x 3109 Theresa Lee

School Phone#’s & Emails


ACLC Phone: (510) 521-7543 – Answered at the Center & Facilitator phonemail Absence notification method: contact the "Attendance Hotline" at phone: 510-521-7543 option "3" or  Email: jwilliams@alameda.k12.ca.us  

          Facilitators Desk: 510-521-7543 x116

         This line will be an additional line to reach someone at the Center, if you cannot contact Juanita at the front desk.         
	Juanita Williams x100 or 0           jwilliams@alameda.k12.ca.us
Paul Bentz x101

      pbentz@alameda.k12.ca.us
Patricia Williamson x102
      pwilliamson@alameda.k12.ca.us

Lynn Kameny x103

      lkameny@alameda.k12.ca.us
Milt Friedman x 104                     mifriedman@alameda.k12.ca.us

Jacob Powell x106

      jpowell@alameda.k12.ca.us
Gail Smith-Pratt x107
                  gspratt@alameda.k12.ca.us
Julian August x 108                      jaugust@alameda.k12.ca.us
Carrie Blanche x109
                  cblanche@alameda.k12.ca.us
Carlton Grizzle x111
                  cgrizzle@alameda.k12.ca.us
Lora Lewis  x113                          llewis@alameda.k12.ca.us

Terry Toczynski x 117                  ttoczynski@alameda.k12.ca.us
Josiah Hooper

                  josiah@therake.com (DVS)

Randall (Randy) Covey x105       rcovey@alameda.k12.ca.us
Kimiko Armon x 120                     karmon@alameda.k12.ca.us

David Dilworth                              davidilworth@yahoo.com (Digital Music Production)

Cathy Dana                                  cathydana@gmail.com (Creative Expressions)

Debbie Garcia                              dgarcia@alameda.k12.ca.us (Paraprofessional)

PORTABLE EXTENSIONS

Port 2   x115 

Port 3   x112

Port 4   x114

Port 5   x110
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