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February

2/4
ACLC Community information meeting; 7:00 p.m.

2/5
Healthy Lunch: Steamin' Stew: Beef or veggie stew, green salad, rolls, cookies
2/10
Tour of ACLC; 9:15  - 10:15 a.m.

2/11
Nea Community Information meeting; 7:00 p.m.

2/12
Lincoln’s Birthday; No School

2/15
President’s Day; No School

2/16 
ACLC Community Information meeting; 7:00 p.m.


Tour of Nea; 8 – 9 a.m.
2/17
Tour of ACLC; 9:15  - 10:15 a.m.

2/22
Nea Community Information meeting; 7:00 p.m.

2/23
PAC meeting; 6:30 p.m.

2/24
CCEF meeting; 7:00 p.m.

2/25
Tour of Nea; 8 – 9 a.m.

March
3/5
Healthy Lunch: Journey to Japan: Teriyaki chicken or portobello mushroom, white rice, Asian-style salad, oranges
3/7 – 10
ACLC hosts WASC team

3/16
PAC meeting; 6:30 p.m.

3/18 – 20
EHS production: West Side Story; 7:30 p.m., EHS Gymnasium 

3/24
CCEF meeting; 7:00 pm.

3/25 – 26
EHS production: West Side Story; 7:30 p.m., EHS Gymnasium 

( (      News      ( (
Lead Facilitator’s Report

Hello ACLC Community! I want to thank all the members of our community -- parents/guardians, learners and facilitators -- for all of the support you have given our school and me personally during my first semester as Lead Facilitator. It has been a fantastic Fall Semester at ACLC, and we could not do it without you!  

By the time you read this, I hope that all of you have come to our school recently to attend a Learner-Led Conference, the ACLC Science Fair, and/or the PAC-sponsored New Parent Potluck. As you see there are always multiple events and activities going on in our community! A quick summary of first semester reveals many field trips far and wide to many places for many reasons: Bay Restoration canoe trips, Chabot Space and Science Center, college campus tours, film festival, Hannah Camp, Yosemite, just to name a few. I am sure Spring semester will find us venturing far and wide as well. 

Aside from running engaging seminars, facilitators have taken the lead in working with their parent and learner committees to complete many intensive administrative tasks such as finishing and sending off our WASC report, Single Site Plan, Annual Report and Petition for Charter Renewal. Additionally, facilitators keep many things up-to-date and moving forward at ACLC including our website, technology, Judicial Committee, course syllabi, and plans for school-wide drug and alcohol education. Parents and Learners have also played a big role in the running of our school Fall Semester. From the Governing Board to PAC, CCEF, Leadership class, Ultimate Frisbee, Healthy Lunch, dances, movie and game nights, Hannah Camp, our Winter Feast, outback monitoring, and so many other things, we are truly grateful for everything parents and learners do in our community; we simply could not function without you! A big thanks to all community members who have helped out with these and other tasks at ACLC. It is truly a team effort! 

We look forward to a very busy Spring Semester! In February, when the AUSD Board votes on our Petition for Charter Renewal, we will be asking all of you to show up and speak up so that the Board can visibly see and hear the power of our learning community. While we are confident that our charter will be renewed, we also would like the Board to get a good idea of the breadth and depth of our support among all the stakeholders in our community. We will keep you posted on dates and times. 

March 7-10, ACLC will be hosting a WASC team. WASC (the Western Association of Schools and Colleges) is charged with accrediting high schools. ACLC submitted our WASC report in January; during the March visit WASC will be coming to see our program in action and to verify our report. Following their visit, WASC teams give schools accreditation terms of varying lengths depending on how well the school is meeting WASC criteria. Of course, we are hoping that once the WASC team sees all the amazing things going on at ACLC, they will issue us a nice long accreditation term. We will keep you posted about our WASC visit and progress and may be asking for help from our community during the WASC visit. 

Some other big ticket items: in February we will once again be hiring FCD (Freedom from Chemical Dependency) to educate our learners about drugs and alcohol; over the next few months our seniors will be receiving college acceptance letters (the wait is a bit nerve-wracking); in May we will be doing state testing. I am sure other big ticket items will surface between now and the end of school, so stay tuned. 

Once again, thanks to all of you for supporting the Alameda Community Learning Center! Here’s to a great Spring semester! 

Sincerely, 

Lynn Kameny, ACLC Lead Facilitator 

Executive Director’s Report

Due to a legal technicality, ACLC and AUSD have agreed to delay the renewal of ACLC’s charter renewal until early 2010.  We resubmitted our petition on January 12, should have our public hearing on February 9, and the school board should vote on March 9. We hope that ACLC families will turn out at the public hearings to show support for the school.  We seek a 5 year renewal of our charter which is the maximum allowed by law. ACLC has served the Alameda community for 14 years. In its charter renewal petition, ACLC seeks to become an independent charter school and become its own LEA for purposes of special education.  Both changes will allow ACLC to control its own destiny and should reduce overall costs. At its October Board meeting, the ACLC Governing Board voted to file a Proposition 39 facilities request to expand the school to 300 learners in 2010 and 350 learners in 2011. This expansion is necessary for ACLC to thrive in the present economic climate and current funding levels. ACLC seeks expanded space at it current facility.  The district is currently creating its master plan for Alameda which needs to include “reasonably equivalent space” to educate ACLC’s charter school learners. AUSD needs to make its initial offer to ACLC of a facilities agreement by February 1, 2010. 

All of California’s schools face severe financial challenges as we begin planning for the 2010-11 school year. School funding has been cut approximately $850 per learner over the last two years. For this school year, ACLC is projected to run a $20,000 deficit (after making a $100,000 budget reduction) that will lower our reserve funds.  ACLC has received $70,000 in one time federal stimulus funds which has lowered this deficit from $90,000.  Funding projections are predicted to remain at current levels for years to come.  AUSD has similar problems, and has adopted the motto “Business as usual is not an option.”  

As ACLC grows next year, now is the time to notify me if you wish to have a child of yours enter ACLC under ACLC’s sibling clause.  Please do this prior to February 26 to assure admission.  Also now is the time to spread the work about ACLC openings for next year.  ACLC intends to enter 50 learners at grade 6, 10 at grade 7, 12 at grade 8, and 17 at grade 9.  

Marketing for next year’s new learners has begun in earnest. 10,000 door hangers advertising “Parent Information Nights” in February were distributed last weekend. (See elsewhere in newsletter for specific information on dates and times.)  Advertisements will run in the Alameda Journal for the next four Fridays.  Multiple language ads will run at least once.  We are working on a direct mailing of information to be completed by the end of January.  Maafi, Lynn, and I will be doing a presentation at Earhart Elementary and Paden Elementary later this month.  

Our parent run foundation (CCEF) continues to raise funds for the school.  For those of you have pledged to financially support the school, we sincerely thank you. For those of you who have not yet pledged, we hope that you will in the near future contribute at a level that is appropriate for you.  We really do need 100% parent participation if we are going to continue to provide the high quality program that we do in future years.    – Paul Bentz
PAC News

After a restful winter break, and a terrific end of year event at the Holiday craft and Cookie Exchange, PAC has begun the new year in full swing.  We've hosted a new family potluck and information night, are working diligently on graduation arrangements and are busily planning other upcoming events, so watch on listserv for announcements.

Thanks to all the families who have made time to help volunteer and come out to these and other events, we look forward to hearing from and working with more of you in the future.

The next PAC meeting is scheduled for February 23, 6:30 pm at the Center. All are welcome!!

Erin Barrett--erin.barrett@comcast.net
Jocelyn Holford--jtntca@prodigy.net

PAC Co-chairs 

CCEF News

The next ACLC CCEF meeting is Wednesday, February 24 at 7 p.m. at ACLC.  

Our objective for this Spring semester is to raise the other half of the roughly $80,000 that CCEF promised Paul and Lynn for the 2009-2010 school year.  Last semester, because of the generosity of the ACLC parent community, ACLC CCEF presented a check to ACLC for $35,000 which helped to pay for technology upgrades, college counseling, the after school music program, Encinal classes and other learner programs. This semester we need to complete the payment for those programs as well as for graduation, the yearbook, ultimate frisbee coaching stipends and the other programs in the CCEF budget.  

In May ACLC CCEF will elect 8 officers and board members for the 2010-11 school year.  If you are interested, or even just intrigued about what CCEF does, please join us at the next couple of meetings.  You can make a big contribution.

Robert Boyd

boyd_rljr@yahoo.com

(510) 759-3656

Alameda Community Learning Center

Community Information Meetings

Thursday, February 4, 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, February 16, 7:00 p.m.

Tours of the School

Wednesday, February 10, 9:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.

Wednesday, February 17, 9:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.

Applications for Random Lottery

http://alamedaclc.net/

Accepting applications for Grades 6 – 12

Aclc.admissions@gmail.com

Deadline for Lottery – February 26

Nea Community Learning Center

Community Information Meetings

Thursday, February 11, 7:00 p.m.

Monday, February 22, 7:00 p.m.

Tours of the School

Tuesday, February 16, 8 a.m. – 9 a.m.

Thursday, February 25, 8 a.m. – 9 a.m.

Applications for Random Lottery

Accepting applications for Grades K – 10

http://neaclc.net/
Deadline for Lottery – February 26

General Mills Box tops

Thanks to everyone who has brought in box tops. Please continue to drop off your box tops in the jar by the sign in sheets or you can mail them to me at:

Iris DeMello

1544 Fourth Street

Alameda, CA 94501
- Iris DeMello

Listserv

Proper Listserv etiquette is to reply directly to an individual, as opposed to the entire list, when your message is directed to that individual, unless you feel it has broader community interest. This will cut down on the number of unwanted e-mails we all get. Please do not utilize the AACLC-L for matters not related to AACLC, such as business advertisements or solicitations.

If you find one or more e-mail messages to be rude or unwanted and if you find it necessary to respond, we ask that you do so in private.

To add an e-mail address to the Listserv, send an e-mail message from that e-mail address to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with "SUBSCRIBE AACLC-L YourFirstName YourLastName" in the body of the message (no Subject is needed). Do not include the quotation marks.

To get off of AACLC-L permanently, send an e-mail message to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with "SIGNOFF AACLC-L" in the body of the message (no Subject is needed). Do not include the quotation marks.
If you have any problems receiving your messages from the listserv, please contact me at irisdemello@gmail.com.

- Iris DeMello 
Lucky’s S.H.A.R.E.S. Program

Thank you to every one who has already signed up for the S.H.A.R.E.S. program. 

For people who want a card(s), please email me at irisdemello@gmail.com with the following information:

Your full name

How many cards you want 

Your address

You now can request whatever number of cards you need. (previously you could request 2 cards per learner). 

This is an easy way to support ACLC! 

- Iris DeMello

Healthy Lunch Menu 

Healthy Lunch is a parent-run program serving a home-cooked, well-balanced lunch once a month, usually on the first Friday of the month. 

These lunches cannot happen without parent support. If you would be able to help out from time to time with cooking, shopping, serving, clean-up, etc., please email me at alhalameda@aol.com. Each month, about a week before the lunch, I send out an email to all the volunteers stating what is needed. If you can help that month, just email me back. Save your receipts to be reimbursed for your purchases.

The cost of the lunches is $6.00 each. (Checks should be made out to CCEF). Learners who qualify for free or reduced-price lunches through the school district will also get their Healthy Lunch at the same price as a school lunch. All lunches include juice or milk and a vegetarian option.

2/5
Healthy Lunch: Steamin' Stew: Beef or veggie stew, green salad, rolls, cookies
3/5
Healthy Lunch: Journey to Japan: Teriyaki chicken or portobello mushroom, white rice, Asian-style salad, oranges
· Alison Harris 

==================================================

( ( ( (    Facilitator Class Messages    ( ( ( (
MATH and SCIENCES 
by Patricia Williamson, Carlton Grizzle, Milt Friedman & Randy Covey

Math 6: We are beginning the second half of the year by studying ratios, a very important math concept. Our project for this concept is a scale model of the Solar System.  For the second half of the year I will continue to tape the nightly homework assignments on the inside cover of a learner’s notebook.  Please check your learner’s notebook and Snap grades to see how your child is doing.  You can also continue to use the online textbook tutor, Hotmath, to assist your learner with the math we are learning in class. 

I have been talking with the 6th grade learners about their math placement for next year.  Many of the 6th graders will be taking pre-algebra next year.  This is the traditional 7th grade level course and follows the 7th grade California Math Standards.  A few learners, however, may take Algebra next year. A matrix is used to determine math placement.  Included in the matrix is the learner’s grade in the class, the learner’s Alameda  Arithmetic Test (AAT) score, the learner’s score on the Algebra Readiness Test,  as well as their California Standards Test score.  If you would like more information on this matrix please contact Patricia.  

I am continuing to hold a math lab 3rd period Monday and after school on Tuesday for those learners who have expressed interest in working on advanced mathematics (7th grade pre-algebra and algebra). I am also holding a math lab 5th period on Thursday for anyone who would like to work on their math skills 

There are also opportunities for additional support though learner led tutoring.  If your learner is struggling please see Gail, our councilor, about signing your learner up for math lab or tutoring. (From Patricia) 

Pre Algebra: Last semester we reviewed/extended our knowledge of the basics of arithmetic—integer operations, fractions-decimals-percents, order of operations, etc. We were able to move on and embrace the heart of algebra—writing and solving equations. This next semester we will be refining our equation solving skills as well as investigating basic plane geometry, the Pythagorean Theorem, scientific notation and exponents, and writing/graphing linear equations. (from Randy)

Algebra 1: Algebra 1 finished a unit on solving complicated linear equations and we have begun learning how to graph and interpret linear equations.  Soon we will be learning how to write linear equations and inequalities, then we will move on to quadratic equations.  One project we will be focusing on will be a “Mathanese” to English dictionary that translates mathematical expressions and concepts into understandable English. (from Carlton)

Algebra 2: The second semester of Algebra 2 is composed of two parts. One is a wrap-up to include all of the remaining standard content subjects, like conic sections and probability. We will be seeing how conics and other mathematical functions provide the basic shapes from which we construct our visual field. After STAR testing, we will start a unit on financial math, investment, and the costs of living. We have started to use a new text that I feel covers math in a more intuitive and thoughtful way, and I’m looking forward to teaching from it. (from Milt)

Geometry: Geometry learners are working on the concept of parallel lines cut by a transversal.  Learners will use concepts learned in this unit to understand properties of polygons and congruent triangles.  Proofs, one of the more difficult mathematical concepts, are a focus this semester.  Soon learners will be developing a Geometry Standards portfolio where they will gather evidence that shows they have mastered the geometry skills. (from Carlton)

Precalculus: Precalculus learners just finished a unit on transcendental functions and their applications and will have a test on the material Thursday, February 4th.  Today we began a unit on trigonometry where we will be discussing radian measure and periodicity to explain wave mechanics.  We are planning our first field trip to UC Berkeley sometime in late February.  We will need volunteers to drive learners to Cal, so stay tuned if you can help out. (from Carlton)

Biology: We have completed our units on Ecology and Cell Biology. The global issue for cell biology was World health.  Learners have submitted their Science Projects, and we are looking forward to seeing them at the Science Fair.  We will be studying Genetics, Evolution and Body Systems second semester.

I have rescheduled the cancelled canoeing trip.  For those whose canoeing trip was cancelled, we are canoeing on April 14th.  I have also scheduled a field trip to the Lawrence Hall of Science on May 10th.  Learners will be doing a squid dissection and a brain lab while they are there. 

The California Biology Standards are taught through learners exploring issues related to global sustainability. To gain mastery of the California Biology Standards learners are challenged with a specific global issue.  They then collect scientific evidence through investigations, readings and experiments.  Learners then analyze their evidence and use this evidence and new knowledge to reach a decision or to solve the original global issue.  Through this process they will learn how science affects peoples’ lives.  Learners are required to apply scientific evidence and the concept of trade-offs to personal and societal decisions. To understand each of these issues learners have to build a foundation of knowledge in the biology content standards. As a class we will be doing activities that will help us understand biology content standards. Thus learners’ grades will be determined by their ability to show comprehension of the biology content standards and their ability to apply that understanding to the issues.

Grades are posted on http://www.snapgrades.net (from Patricia) 

Chemistry: We have completed the foundations of chemistry by studying atoms, molecules, energy, and reactions. During the second semester, we will begin to study applications of chemistry through investigating solutions, gases, acids and bases, electrochemistry, and nuclear chemistry. Throughout this semester, I will be attempting to make chemistry a living science by engaging the learners in investigations in the classroom and at home. During the first semester, I somewhat jokingly promised that we would make fireworks this year. Since they took me seriously, I am looking into whether we can create some safe pyrotechnics. One of the fascinating aspects of chemistry is the release of energy stored in chemical bonds to excite electrons and the emission of colored light by excited electrons, as we see in light fixtures, fireplaces, and fireworks. If I do incorporate some of these reactions in our work this semester, you should know that I consider safety and safe handling of chemicals more important than having fun, so everything is done under very well understood and controlled conditions. In addition, we will be doing some more everyday kinds of chemistry, like making ice cream. Hopefully, a few of these explorations will find their way home, so you can see (and taste) them too.  (from Milt)

Science 6: During the first semester, we have studied the formation of the Earth, from the Big Bang to our present day geography. Our last assignment for the semester focused on rivers and the part they have played in depositing sediment over their flood plains and deltas, how they have supported plants, animals, and civilizations, and what they have meant to us in recorded culture, in our imaginations, and in the news and politics of California. I have been hoping that the learners will see in this assignment how scientific knowledge and information contributes to their understanding of history and the humanities. 

In the second semester, we will study two main themes, both related to ecology. The first is how energy flows from the sun and from within the planets core in the form of heat. The second is how animals and plants interact to form resource utilizing communities. We will use a variety of lessons and projects to study these topics. (from Milt)

Science 7/8: This semester we are continuing our studies in the life sciences, moving on to take a closer look at genetics, the impact of advances in the biosciences on our society, and evolution. We will continue to use models, art work, posters, and presentations as well as the more traditional lecture notes, readings, and internet research to extend our knowledge of ourselves and other living things around us. (from Randy)

Physics: In our second semester we will be continuing to investigate the physical world around us through a variety of methods, including modeling, group presentations, labs, readings, projects, and internet research. We’ll be continuing our Newtonian studies by taking a closer look at energy interactions and hopefully continue the ACLC tradition of the Roller Coaster Project.

Electricity and magnetism are also on the menu for the second semester, although again we are trying to keep another tradition alive, this time the Canoe Project. (from Randy)

HUMANITIES

by Lynn Kameny, Jacob Powell, Lora Lewis, Jacob Powell, Julian August & Cathy Dana

English 4: We had an interesting first semester exploring fiction about man’s relationship to society by delving in the works Walden, Fight Club, and Frankenstein. We’re taking a brief journey into Elizabethan England next month for our study of Hamlet and Tom Stoppard’s related play Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead, and then will move into an always-popular unit on dystopia. We’ll be reading Brave New World and Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale. Time permitting, the semester will wrap up with a trip into the Congo as we read Heart of Darkness and compare it to Coppola’s masterpiece of cinema, Apocalypse Now.  (from Lora)

English 12 (Senior Seminar): The anxiety of college applications is (almost) over! The seniors are making great progress on their portfolios and Senior Projects and are finishing up required internships. Since most of the planning for graduation and the Senior Trip is squared away, we’ll spend our remaining seminar time together learning about “life issues” such as the student loan process, how to rent an apartment, the nuts and bolts of credit, and much more. (from Lora) 

English 10/11: The tenth and eleventh graders are preparing to look at the American Dream in the 1920s with our study of The Great Gatsby. We’ll be doing some historical investigation into this time period, including a look at the birth of the jazz era, as the basis of a multimedia project as well as writing essays and keeping a dialectical journal on our reading. From there, we’ll move into a look at the music and photography of the Great Depression, accompanied by a film viewing of The Grapes of Wrath. Next up will be two novels set in the Second World War, Song of the Exile and Catch-22. We plan to conclude the year with some study of the post-war Beat Generation by reading Kerouac’s On the Road and selections of work by several Beat poets.  (from Lora)

6/7 Humanities Class Information: Last semester was a very busy one for all of us and I expect the following semester will be the same.  We put on our Historian/Anthropologist/Geographer hats to look at many ancient civilizations starting with early hominids.  Throughout the semester we established a framework to analyze the success of a few ancient civilizations.  This semester we will continue to refine our criteria for analyzing civilizations and take a close look at Ancient China, Greece, and Rome.
Additionally, last semester learners did fantastic work completing the Short Story Unit with an authentic representation of one of the short stories we read in class.  This semester we will wrap up Non-fiction forms of literature and begin to look at Drama, Poetry, and Folklore.  Learners will also be completing some guided independent reading assignments for the following novels: The Giver, Shabanu, The Adventures of Ulysses, and Mountain Light.   (from Julian)

8 Humanities – Language Arts Class Information: Last semester we covered Short Stories and Non-fiction writing.  In our Short Story Unit learners creatively wrote their own stories which were a pleasure to read and grade.  Learners successfully completed the Non-fiction unit by learning about the many forms of Non-fiction writing and techniques that authors use to make interesting thought provoking pieces.  Learners also read The Pearl, one of Steinbeck great short works.  We started this semester equally strong with a Non-fiction five paragraph essay discussing a major theme from Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl.  This semester learners will finish Anne Frank and also read Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry.  Additionally, we will take a close look at Drama, Poetry and American Folk Traditions. (from Julian)
Humanities 9: A big thank you to the Garvisch family for donating $500 to our class through the Alameda Education Foundation! We are working together to come up with good ideas for how to spend our money. Thank you! 

Big February news: Announcing an ACLC Annual Event: Romeo and Juliet as the Bard Never Imagined! During the month of February, ninth graders will be working on writing, costuming, blocking and acting out the timeless tragedy Romeo and Juliet. This year’s theme will be Rock n’ Roll Capulets vs. Hip-Hop Montagues. Get ready for some fun with the Bard! As is our tradition, we will hold the play in the Center of the Center and all learners, parents and guardians will be invited to come and see Romeo and Juliet performed in a truly memorable way! Following the performance, I ask parents to bring food for a class potluck. More details coming soon! 

We are currently working with independent reading books, and once we are done we will be launching into our next class read “To Kill A Mockingbird.” In Current Life, we will be focusing on the role of Nutrition in our lives and then moving on to the topic of Drugs and Alcohol just in time for our visit from FCD. As always, you can find my class syllabi, current classwork, upcoming homework and contact information on Snapgrades: http://snapgrades.net/index.php  (from Lynn)

Honors English 11/12: What a great semester one!  Semester two will focus on the following pieces of literature: Their Eyes Were Watching God; A Yellow Raft in Blue Water, House Made of Dawn, The Joy Luck Club, and if we can squeeze it in, a great non-fiction read, Blink by Malcolm Gladwell. I am also hoping we get the chance to view two films that focus on Native American life in the US in the latter part of the 20th century. As always, you can find my class syllabi, current classwork, upcoming homework and contact information on Snapgrades: http://snapgrades.net/index.php   (from Lynn)

Creative Expressions: First semester Creative Expression classes not only explored the art of storytelling and improvisation, but made a unique connection with our sister school, NEA, creating what is probably a first in the history of the two schools, a performance exchange.  In October, ACLC 7th graders put together a wonderful performance for Mr. Brantley's 2nd grade NEA class.  The 7th graders sang the Adddams' family theme song, inviting enthusiastic 2nd graders to clap along with the catchy theme (da da da da, snap, snap, da da da da, snap,snap).  Then, using costumes and props, the 7th graders narrated and enacted three stories, "The Goblin", "Mean Soup", and "Piggie Pie".    The 2nd graders loved it, then turned around and performed a story for us, "The Giving Tree."  A perfect exchange!

Meanwhile, the 6th graders formed groups and created holiday skits which they performed for the same 2nd grade class in December.  Skits on Chinese New Year and Hanukkah looked promising but didn't quite get finished in time.  However, they did perform a Christmas skit about Santa (in red hat and beard) who sends a little girl to Candyland to make her dreams come true.  After that, they performed a Thanksgiving skit in which 2nd graders were invited to say what they were grateful for.  Very cute.  Then the 2nd graders turned around and performed for us again.  Four guitarists played the opening to "Smoke on the Water", very cool.  Then, equally cool, they paired up to do swing dancing to Big Band music.  Talk about cute!

Just at the end of the semester, learner Malacio discovered the ukulele, which I've been playing for 3 years.  The 7th grade class had fun using the ukes to accent stories and skits.  Lots of fun and creativity for all!  Who knows what we'll explore next semester? (from Cathy)
Economics:

1. 
Students understand common economic terms and concepts and economic reasoning.

2. 
Students analyze the elements of America's market economy in a global setting.

3. 
Students analyze the influence of the federal government on the American economy.

4. 
Students analyze the elements of the U.S. labor market in a global setting.

5. 
Students analyze the aggregate economic behavior of the U.S. economy.

6. 
Students analyze issues of international trade and explain how the U.S. economy affects, and is affected by, economic forces  beyond its borders. (from Jacob)

8th Grade U.S. History: 

1. 
Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people from 1800 to the mid-1800s and the challenges they faced, with emphasis on the Northeast.

2. 
Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people in the South from 1800 to the mid-1800s and the challenges they faced.

3. 
Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people in the West from 1800 to the mid-1800s and the challenges they faced.

4. 
Students analyze the early and steady attempts to abolish slavery and to realize the ideals of the Declaration of Independence.

5. 
Students analyze the multiple causes, key events, and complex consequences of the Civil War.

6. 
Students analyze the character and lasting consequences of Reconstruction.

7. 
Students analyze the transformation of the American economy and the changing social and political conditions in the United States in response to the Industrial Revolution. (from Jacob)

U.S. History:. 

1. 
Students analyze the major political, social, economic, technological, and cultural developments of the 1920s.

2. 
Students analyze the different explanations for the Great Depression and how the New Deal fundamentally changed the role of the federal government.

3. 
Students analyze America's participation in World War II.

4. 
Students analyze the economic boom and social transformation of post-World War II America.

5. 
Students analyze U.S. foreign policy since World War II.

6. 
Students analyze the development of federal civil rights and voting rights.

7. 
Students analyze the major social problems and domestic policy issues in contemporary American society.

  (from Jacob)
U.S. History Honors: CHICANO STUDIES 100 The Americas Cultural and Historical Synthesis (3) 

Students will learn an in-depth study of the Mexican Indian, African and European peoples who created major New World mestizo culture that influence a significant portion of the Western Hemisphere today..(from Jacob)
LANGUAGE CLASSES

by Terry Toczynski 

Spanish 1:. Learners are right on track with their first-year course. We have done lots of grammar, quite a bit of speaking, some writing, and even a few songs. In second semester the speaking and writing requirements increase. Learners will do more quick skits and oral presentations and will write at least three formal paragraphs. I’m hoping the number of songs we sing will increase as well, since singing helps with pronunciation and memorization. In the second semester will continue to learn lots of useful vocabulary and will use irregular verbs. The themes include: places to go; sports and leisure activities; family and family get-togethers; eating out; the bedroom and house; household chores; and shopping.  (from Terry)

Spanish 2: Second-year Spanish is quite a leap from first year, and some of the learners are feeling the strain. They are learning that it is not possible for most people to learn another language without actually studying!!! There is a demanding list of vocabulary in year two, some sophisticated grammar, and difficult verb forms. During second semester of Spanish 2 we emphasize the past tenses and command forms. Learners will have the opportunity to read and write past-tense stories; prepare a Power Point about their childhood; and design a news show reporting natural disasters. There will be more emphasis on speaking and writing fluently, and the readings will be more demanding but more interesting. We will also listen to and learn more Spanish songs. (from Terry)

Spanish 3:. Third-year students are doing a formidable job keeping up with the complicated grammar, the new verb forms, and the mountains of vocabulary that have been introduced. This year I have been experimenting with using popular music in class as a way to reinforce grammar and vocabulary lessons. The students seem to like it a lot, and thanks to their responses there will be even more music during second semester in all three levels. We have begun working with the subjunctive mode of Spanish verbs, a very challenging concept but one that is essential to mastering the language. The themes awaiting us in Spanish 3 include: relationships; job-hunting; planning for the future; and new technologies.  (from Terry)

DIGITAL ARTS

by David Dilworth & Josiah Hooper

DVS: The 7th grade Film Studies class finished the semester with Citizen Kane. Almost every learner admitted to enjoying the mystery of "Rosebud" with its flashback structured story-telling and innovative camera tricks (before computers took all of the smoke and mirror fun out of filmmaking). Before that, we made our way through DW Griffith's racist polemic, Birth of a Nation (kids would have preferred sound) and got a remix from DJ Spooky, Rebirth of a Nation, a look at the racist portrayals and how they still permeate today's mass media. Those were just a few of the many films we watched and discussed this past semester. The class was a huge success!

All of the DVS classes attended the Lucas film/ Industrial Light & Magic workshop put on by the San Francisco Film Society and had a great time. Sushi and a "how they do it" afternoon featuring clips from Iron Man and Transformers, who wouldn't love that!

The 8th grade wheelers have been making great videos on Heavy Metal subculture, teen pregnancy and parenthood, the secrets of the Encinal cafeteria and a talk show on tween dating!

High schoolers have put out two episodes of the ACLC news magazine show "Center Cut" with a smorgasbord of news and culture reporting from around the community. Check them out on YouTube along with other videos from the past!

Looking forward to the blasts of creativity sure to blow through the DVS in the coming semester! (from Josiah)

Digital Music: In Digital Music, the bulk of the semester focused on the production of 1 major piece of the learners' choosing. We heard some amazing music, from various electronic genres, to hiphop and rock, and even one heavy metal track (a first in the Digital Music labs)!  We also spent time working on short lessons, exploring ear training, major and minor scales and chords, and synth programming (thanks George!).  Thanks to a generous influx of new recording tools last year, we now have a very functional live recording environment at ACLC, and the learners have really been taking advantage of this to make some great music! (from David)
Visual Communications: The first semester of Visual Communication as an 8th grade wheel course just wrapped up. We covered a diverse amount of material, from exploring various art movements from the 20th century, to analyzing advertising and its effects on teenagers.  For one assignment, the learners used Photoshop to design future products to help the planet, and blew me away with not only their clever ideas, but also with the amount of social awareness in their designs. I'm sad to see them go, they are a great bunch! (from David)

OTHER CLASSES AND CENTER ACTIVITIES

by Lynn Kameny, Gail Smith-Pratt, Terry Toczynski, Carlton Grizzle, Kimiko Armon, Terry Toczynski, Debbie Pollart, Eileen Meredith, Lisa Finn & Bonnie Duffey

Learning to Learn Class: We are currently working on developing teamwork skills and PPT presentation skills. To this end, in class together the whole class designed a team PPT project and learners chose who they wanted to work with and what topic they wanted to focus on for their PPT. We will be spending the next few weeks discussing what makes teams successful and what makes a PPT project presentation successful. Following this unit, we will be moving on through the class syllabus to learners’ role in a democratic community, responding to peer pressure, and making good decisions. Please refer to our syllabus for other topics we will be covering Spring Semester. As always, you can find my class syllabi, current classwork, upcoming homework and contact information on Snapgrades: http://snapgrades.net/index.php  (from Lynn)

Leadership: Leadership class has been studying leadership styles as they relate to personality types.  In addition, we have been identifying effective leadership skills that we can develop with practice.  Most recently, we are focusing on the power of influence and speech.  Learners have been practicing persuasive speaking and have identified several techniques that effective speakers use to influence the masses.  In the first few weeks of the new semester we will be studying situational leadership and practice applying the principles within the Center. (from Carlton)

P.E.: Physical Education activities for December and January included Ultimate Frisbee and Baseball.  Students learned how to forehand pass, backhand pass and catch in Ultimate.  Their teamwork and support were outstanding!  In baseball, students improved their batting and fielding skills.  Amazing hits, slides and catches were seen!  Students encouraged each other to do their best!  Almost all the students are passing the Physical Fitness Standards for Healthy Fitness. Keep up the great work!  Be healthy and happy!  Upcoming activities include: dance and basketball.  Looking forward to a great second semester.  (from Kimiko)

Art 1: Our class is in the midst of a unit on portraiture. We began by conducting research on the anatomy of the human face, then moved through some skill tutorials and drawing the face from both life and photos. This unit concludes with learners creating their own portrait project which may be a self-portrait, a portrait of a friend or family member or a series of caricatures of a well-known individual. The unit will conclude in early February and we will move on to life drawing. (from Carrie)

Journalism: The eighteen students who decided to stick it out in Journalism should be proud of themselves. We have created the first-ever ACLC-only student newspaper! We started with a four-page publication in October and have followed that with eight-page issues in each of the subsequent months. The students hold the editorial positions and do all the writing, much of the editing, and most of the layout themselves. Students are also responsible for learning about the business and ethics of journalism. We will continue to publish an eight-page newspaper at least once a month until June. Our goal is to improve the quality of the writing,  reporting and design in each issue, and to continually introduce new features. (from Terry)

Ultimate: Just before winter break ‘Beastmode’ (the middle-schoolers) had another scrimmage with Berkeley High. Per one of our coaches, Cullen Coyne, with more players in attendance at this scrimmage, the team was much improved in their dumps, vertical stacks, cutting, throws and catching.  The last game was epic, back and forth with great plays on both offense and defense. Coming back from a 9-6 deficit and tying it up at 10's was amazing.

 On January 9-10, Dark Meat and Sweet Meat headed down to beautiful Santa Barbara to participate again in this year’s UCSB Qualifier. This is an event for college ‘B’ teams who are trying for a berth in UCSB’s A-teams tournament held at the end of the month. As was the case last year, the Meat teams were the only high school teams invited to play in the college tournament. Teams from as far away as UC Davis and UC San Diego participated.  Sweet Meat went 2 and 2 on Saturday, with wins against Davis B and UCLA B.  An exciting moment was a loss on universe point against Stanford B-that is when there's a tie and hard cap is called.  Since you only play one more point at that time, it’s ‘winner takes all’ for the game.  Dark Meat also went 2 and 2 on Saturday.  Their day started with a strong win against San Luis Obispo. The second game was a loss to tournament host UCSB. The boys bounced back to take a win from UCLA and we all got to witness a spectacular Callahan (equal to a safety play in football) by Eli Kearns. Meat's last game was a close one, unfortunately logged as a loss for us, against UCI. (Thanks to Mo Deierling for keeping track and providing the info).

Sunday didn’t bode well for either Meat team, as cumulative playing from Saturday’s 4 games each finally caught up with them. Some of the college teams that our kids played came with 25+ players on a team, and both Dark and Sweet Meat played with less than half that.  While you might think that high school seniors and juniors playing college ‘kids’ is amazing in itself, it should also be noted that 3 freshmen, Jordan Wrobel, Kyle Matthews, and Justin Deierling played for Dark Meat, and a 7th grader (!), Ali Matthews played for Sweet Meat. It was great to see some of the looks the kids got from the college players.

Much thanks to all of the parents who volunteered snacks, the chaperone dads and moms, the drivers, Vickie Miyashiro the mistress coordinator, and coaches extraordinaire Jessie Korich for Sweet Meat, and Robot and Nat for Dark Meat.

Any kids interested in Ultimate, it’s never too late to come out and play.  Practice is for all ages on Mondays after school at Crab Cove. High school practice is also on Wednesdays after school (may be switching to evenings at Encinal High), and middle-schoolers have practice on Thursdays after school at Crab Cove.  (from Debbie)

Theater News: Encinal High School will present “West Side Story on Thursday, March 18, Friday, March 19, Saturday, March 20, Thursday, March 25, and Friday, March 26  at 7:30 p.m. in the Encinal Gymnasium.  The cast includes a number of learners from ACLC including Melanie Falconer, Andrea Duffey and Max Cody Coyne.(from Bonnie)
Counseling Corner 

Seniors

This is a reminder for those of you who are filing for Financial Aid: 

    * If you are debating the feasibility of filing, you can use one of the many “calculators” available to see what an estimated EFC will be.  Many private colleges will encourage you to file, as you might be eligible for some school aid even if you don’t qualify for federal aid.

    * A Financial Aid Package consists of Grants (money not repaid), Loans (usually subsidized), and Work Study.

 There are four basic areas of aid: 

1. 
All Financial Aid requires the FAFSA, which determines your family’s EFC (Estimated Family Contribution).  All aid is built around the EFC.

2. 
School aid and some private schools will require an additional form, usually the CSS Profile.

3. 
Cal Grants are determined by submitting a GPA Verification and your FAFSA results.

4. 
Outside scholarships.

 The FAFSA: 

1. 
You and your child will need a PIN.  This is your electronic signature.  All financial aid information will be sent to your child, not parents.  Since you are encouraged to file electronically, your email will be very important.  Make sure you add the FAFSA web site to your mailbox so your computer recognizes incoming mail and doesn’t send it to your Junk Mail Box.

2. 
The site to get your PIN and file is: www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov

3. 
If you haven’t done so, apply for your PIN and your parents PIN immediately.  It will take some time to complete and you will need your PIN numbers to file for the FAFSA!

4. 
Once you have filed the FAFSA, you will receive a SAR (Student Aid Report) by email.  Upon receipt of the SAR, you will be able to make corrections   and add additional schools to the FAFSA.

 The CSS Profile:

1. 
This is a customized form many private and some public schools will use to gather additional information.

2. 
This form will ask for home equity and additional information from divorced households.  Since each college will have different criteria for their FA packages, every school might not use many of the questions on the Profile.

3. 
There is a fee attached for each college you submit the Profile. 

4. 
Check your college’s web sites to find out what is required and deadlines. 

 Cal Grants: 

1. 
Cal Grants are only awarded to those students attending colleges in California.

2. 
I am electronically submitting the GPA Verification form.  I must first get social security numbers from all seniors in order to submit. The deadline is March 2. To be eligible for a Cal Grant, you must submit the FAFSA.  Make sure to add the most expensive California College or university in the first of the six spaces on the FAFSA College Choices.

3. 
I will send the GPA release forms with seniors by the 1/22. Please be sure to sign and give your child’s SS# so that I can submit.

 Scholarships: 

1. 
Scholarships are awarded by specific requirements but not involved with the FAFSA or Federal Financial Aid. 

2. 
Scholarships are like grants in the financial aid package.  The financial aid office will consider all awarded scholarships as equity in determining your FA package. 

3. 
A recommended site for scholarship listings and financial aid information is:  www.fastweb.org
4. 
Check out your school for local scholarship listings.

 Internships

It is important that seniors start their internships in the very near future. For those seniors who are at a loss about what to do, come see me as well as talk to other seniors who might have opportunities at their sites. 

Juniors and sophomores

We are very fortunate to be able to offer the SAT prep class again this year! Lora will be conducting the class and is informing the juniors and sophomores as we speak. Remind your child to sign up for the class. 

This is the time to start thinking about taking the SAT I and II.  

SAT I and II-  
Registration Deadlines

Mar. 13  

February 18

May 1   

April 8

June 5   

May 13

Register online at www.collegeboard.com 

ACT-   

Registration Deadlines

April. 10  

March 19

June 12  

May 21

Register online at www.actstudent.org
The Peer Counseling Program is making steady progress in making contact with learners that need an older learner to talk to about social issues, homework help (we have seniors, Ava McRory and Vedad Viligoric offering tutoring at different times in the week) and peer mediation. 

L2L class is moving ahead and will begin looking at making the most out of group work and good time management among other things. We are very fortunate to have our peer counselors join us from time to time. They are a great addition to the class and give our younger learners the chance to interact with older, experienced learners. The counselors are wonderful role models and really enjoy spending time with the little guys.. 

 - Gail Smith-Pratt


Attendance Requirements:

The staff would like to remind everyone that all learners in grades 6 - 12 are required by California state law to attend school from the hours of 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Those learners who have college classes are eligible for our Off Campus Contract, but their request to leave campus to attend classes must first be approved by the Curriculum Committee of our Governing Board. The necessary paperwork has been handed out and must be returned and approved before learners can legally be away from the ACLC during the school day. 

Those learners without college classes or other eligible Off Campus activities are expected to be at ACLC by 8 a.m. each school day. Those who have an unexcused tardy, will be assigned detention. Habitual tardiness may result in more serious consequences. 

Attendance and punctuality are important because of their direct relationship to academic progress and developing responsibility in students.  According to state law, parents are responsible for punctual and regular attendance.

Alameda Unified School District requires when any student has had 14 absences in the school year for illness, any further absences for illness must be verified by a physician to excuse the absences.  If we do not receive verification from the physician then the absences will remain unexcused.

Please help the ACLC abide by the state laws for compulsory school attendance by getting learners to school on time and reminding them to sign in each day. 

If your Learner is taking ANY courses at Encinal High school, you must call Encinal High at 510-748-4023 to report all ABSENCES AND TARDIES FOR THE PERIOD TAKEN.

 

Last Name        CALL
A-L                   510-748-4023 x 3108 Pat Rios

M-Z                  510-748-4023 x 3109 Theresa Lee

School Phone#’s & Emails


ACLC Phone: (510) 521-7543 – Answered at the Center & Facilitator phonemail Absence notification method: contact the "Attendance Hotline" at phone: 510-521-7543 option "3" or  Email: jwilliams@alameda.k12.ca.us  

          Facilitators Desk: 510-521-7543 x116

         This line will be an additional line to reach someone at the Center, if you cannot contact Juanita at the front desk.         
	Juanita Williams x100 or 0           jwilliams@alameda.k12.ca.us
Paul Bentz x101

      pbentz@alameda.k12.ca.us
Patricia Williamson x102
      pwilliamson@alameda.k12.ca.us

Lynn Kameny x103

      lkameny@alameda.k12.ca.us
Milt Friedman x 104                     mifriedman@alameda.k12.ca.us

Jacob Powell x106

      jpowell@alameda.k12.ca.us
Gail Smith-Pratt x107
                  gspratt@alameda.k12.ca.us
Julian August x 108                      jaugust@alameda.k12.ca.us
Carrie Blanche x109
                  cblanche@alameda.k12.ca.us
Carlton Grizzle x111
                  cgrizzle@alameda.k12.ca.us
Lora Lewis  x113                          llewis@alameda.k12.ca.us

Terry Toczynski x 117                  ttoczynski@alameda.k12.ca.us
Josiah Hooper

                  josiah@therake.com (DVS)

Randall (Randy) Covey x105       rcovey@alameda.k12.ca.us
Kimiko Armon x 120                     karmon@alameda.k12.ca.us

David Dilworth                              davidilworth@yahoo.com (Digital Music Production)

Cathy Dana                                  cathydana@gmail.com (Creative Expressions)

Debbie Garcia                              dgarcia@alameda.k12.ca.us (Paraprofessional)

Miriam Sundheim                         msundheim@alameda.k12.ca.us (Paraprofessional)

PORTABLE EXTENSIONS

Port 2   x115 

Port 3   x112

Port 4   x114

Port 5   x110
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