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February
2/2
ACLC Board meeting: 7 – 9 p.m.

2/3

ACLC Community Information Meetings for Perspective Families; 7:00 p.m.

2/5  

Healthy Lunch: Steamin' Stew: Beef or veggie stew, green salad, rolls, cookies

2/7

Program Evaluation committee meeting; 3:10 – 4:10 p.m. at ACLC

2/8

Tour of ACLC; 9 – 10 a.m.

2/10

Graduation meeting at High Street Station; 5:45 – 6:45 p.m.

2/14

Personnel committee meeting; 3:10 – 4:10 p.m. at ACLC

2/15

ACLC Community Information Meetings for Perspective Families; 7:00 p.m.
2/16

PAC meeting; 6:30 p.m.

2/17

Tour of ACLC; 9 – 9:45 a.m.



CLCS Board meeting at ACLC; 7 p.m.

2/18

NO SCHOOL - President’s Day holiday 

2/21

Curriculum and Standards committee meeting; 3:10 – 4:10 p.m. at ACLC

2/28

Financial committee meeting; 3:10 – 4:10 p.m. at ACLC

March
3/2
ACLC Board meeting: 7 – 9 p.m.

3/5
Healthy Lunch: Journey to Japan: Teriyaki chicken or portobello mushroom, white rice, Asian-style salad, oranges
3/7 – 9
NO SCHOOL -  Facilitators at Charter School Conference

3/14

Personnel committee meeting; 3:10 – 4:10 p.m. at ACLC

3/15

PAC meeting; 6:30 p.m.

3/17

Dinner/Game night at ACLC

CLCS Board meeting at Nea, 7 p.m.

3/21 - 25
Spring Break – NO SCHOOL
3/28

Financial committee meeting; 3:10 – 4:10 p.m. at ACLC

( (      News      ( (
Lead Facilitator’s Report

As we usher in the beginning of semester two at ACLC, I am left with one image that sums up this first semester for me: The crowd of ACLC parents, learners and facilitators wandering around the maze of hundreds of science fair boards at the recent ACLC Science Fair. The buzz was palpable. Everywhere I looked I saw evidence of ACLC’s educational philosophy. Creative thinking was in abundance. Given the chance to choose their own focus, learners had explored diverse and varied subjects from hard science to sociology and psychology. Some science boards were extremely complex, some were straightforward, some were very artistic, others more formal. ALL of them contained written evidence of inquiry, thought and, perhaps most importantly, the ability to carry a task from inception to completion. At the Science Fair I felt surrounded by what is at the heart of ACLC’s mission: Creating an educational environment that encourages young people to actively pursue high quality learning.

And so, inspired by ACLC learners and hard-working facilitators and parents whose support is so instrumental in our learners’ success, we move into second semester! This semester I encourage all parents to find a way to become actively involved in our community. Our Parent Asset Committee (PAC) which puts on events for our community would love to have new members. Ditto our fundraising Board, the Creative Community Education Foundation (CCEF). Parents are welcome to attend any or all of our Governing Board Advisory Committees which meet on Mondays from 3 - 4 p.m., and are always encouraged to come to our monthly Governing Board meetings. If you have time during the day you can come and help with lunch supervision, tutoring, or feel free to suggest something that fits your area of expertise. It would be fantastic to have all of you actively involved with our school community.

Near the beginning of second semester, in early February, we will host ACLC information nights and tours for prospective learners for next year. Please encourage families you know who might be interested in our educational model to get this information at http://www.alamedaclc.net. Second semester will again feature projects and active learning opportunities in all subject areas. Some second semester highlights: Seniors will begin receiving college acceptances (we will keep you informed as they roll in); we will have one week of state testing in May; ACLC will put on a beautiful graduation on June 13, 2011 that you are cordially invited to attend; and our school year will culminate in a school-wide picnic on our last day of school. Thank you for all you do to support your learners and our school. I look forward to a phenomenal and rewarding second semester at ACLC.

Lynn Kameny

Executive Director’s Report

A significant event in Alameda charter school history occurred last month when the AUSD school board voted unanimously to put a parcel tax on the March ballot that included a statement that 3-4% of the money raised would be used to support Alameda’s students attending existing Alameda charter schools. If this were to pass, it would be the second best parcel tax measure for charter schools in California.  For ACLC this would mean $80,000 - $100,000 a year for the next 7 years. There is opposition to this parcel tax, and I strongly urge ACLC families to study the issue and reach your own conclusion. 

State funding continues to be a constant uncertainty. The latest proposals require Californians to pass continued and new taxes on a June ballot for state funding for K-12 education to not be reduced.  If these tax measures fail to pass (or fail to ever make it to the ballot) then the latest estimates are that K-12 education funding will be reduced by $385 per student. That would mean the loss of approximately $118,000 for ACLC next year.

With all of the discussion about possible school closures in AUSD’s future and the discussion of  turning Encinal into a 7-12 school, it is natural for ACLC families to ask the question of where will ACLC be located next year?  The honest answer to that question is that nobody knows the answer to that question including AUSD.  A lot depends upon whether or not the parcel tax passes. We have filed a request for facilities.  AUSD is required to provide us with reasonably equivalent facilities by law since we educate Alameda’s students.  We are in constant discussion with AUSD on this matter.  AUSD will need to make an offer to ACLC by April 1.

Our parent run foundation (CCEF) continues to raise funds for the school.  I encourage you to financially support the school.  ACLC is using $30,000 of ARRA (federal money) to support the school this year that is unlikely to be given to us for next year.  For those of you who have not yet pledged, we hope that in the near future you will contribute at a level that is appropriate for you.  We really do need 100% parent participation so that we can continue to provide a high quality program at ACLC in future years.  

 – Paul Bentz
PAC News

The PAC group is diligently working on getting this year's Graduation in order, securing venues, caterers and working with a tighter budget due to recent cuts.  We are always looking for volunteers to help with this fun year-end activity, especially younger learner parents/guardians!!  A number of our Grad Committee members are moving on next year after graduating their last ACLC learners, so please join in and help out!  Our next meeting will be held Feb 10th at 5:45 p.m. at High St. Station Coffee House (on the corner of High and Encinal).

We are also organizing a few other events, fund raising community nights, etc.  I want to thank all of you who came out for our Winter Clean-up at the Center, the place looked amazing!  Look forward to more events announced on Listserv in the coming month.

Lastly, this will be my last year as PAC Chairperson as I am moving on to new endeavors and PAC will need a new leader to head up this Committee.  Email me directly or just show up at one of our PAC meetings (again watch Listserv for dates/times) to volunteer!

Jocelyn

jtntca@prodigy.net

CCEF News

Hello all!  News from Creative Community Educational Foundation (CCEF),

By now many of you have received a phone call or mailing from CCEF requesting a direct donation to fund this year's CCEF school programs such as field trips, Freedom from Chemical Dependency program, college counseling, graduation, Encinal classes, Ultimate Frisbee, etc, that benefit all learners.  We’ve heard back from many of you and greatly appreciate the donations that have come in.  Unfortunately, we are still way underfunded to reach this year's goal, which was budgeted at approximately the same level as what CCEF received in 2009/2010 school year donations.  This past December we revised our budget lowering it by approximately 50% due to the significant drop in donations we had received this school year.

One of CCEF committee objectives is to stay away from the gift wrap, candy sales, etc. fundraising efforts that involve much more time and effort for those who are participating, i.e. learners and parents.  We would rather continue with the "direct drive" fundraising approach, which has worked so successfully for CCEF in the past.   However, we are very aware that the economy is not rebounding as fast as we all would like and it still is a challenge for many ACLC families to donate what they would like to.

Approximately, one quarter of the ACLC families have made a donation to CCEF this school year, so we are appealing to those who haven’t yet made a tax-deductible donation to CCEF - we urge you to do so… even $25 would help, more would even be better, but at this point, whatever you can donate will be greatly appreciated and will help.  Let’s keep ACLC a wonderful learning community with multiple educational and social alternatives for our children.  We can do it, with your help!

CCEF continues to look for other ways to raise funds to meet our budget, one is shown below.  If you have an idea or would like to be on a ‘fundraising’ team, we urge you to contact one of the CCEF board members (contact information below) or please come to our next meeting, Feb. 23rd, 7 pm at the Center.

In other news, a parent, Teresa Rettinghouse, is holding a raffle in order to help with fundraising this year. Tickets are $5.00 each or 5 for $20.00. Checks can be made out to Creative Community Education Foundation and given to Calvin.

Raffle prizes include:

- A massage session

- A hypnotherapy session

- A Speaking Circles session

- Gift card at Alameda Bicycle

- LifeSavers CPR Certification

- Gift card at Dan's Fresh Produce

- Truffles

- 4 Class Yoga Pass

- 4 Hours of Vocal Instruction

- Wine

- Gift Certificate at Chirobucks

- Kayaking for 2 and Lunch at Encinal Yacht Club

Board Members:

John Raphael

Amy Demmon

Chris Fetzer

Holly Johnson

Sophia Williams

Palwasha Khatri

Palwasha Khatri

CCEF learner representative

Healthy Lunch

All lunches are served with milk or juice and cost $5.00 each.  There is often enough food for second helpings, too!  Learners on the free or reduced-price lunch program will get Healthy Lunch free or at the reduced price as well.

If you would like to volunteer to help with the cooking, or set-up, serving, and clean-up, please contact me with your email address and I will add you to our volunteer list.  It's okay if you can't help every month...whenever you can will be appreciated by the staff and learners of ACLC!  Bring your receipts in if you cook, so you can be reimbursed for your food costs.

Bon Appetit!

February 5: 
Steamin' Stew: Beef or veggie stew, green salad, rolls, cookies

March 5: 
Journey to Japan: Teriyaki chicken or portobello mushroom, white rice, Asian-      style salad, oranges


- Alison Harris

Escrip

Renee Villoso is the new Escrip coordinator. Thanks Renee! Please direct any questions to Renee at r_villoso@hotmail.com
Newsletter editor

As of March 1st, Chris Hans will be taking over as the newsletter editor.  Thanks Chris!

Please direct any questions to Chris at queuebug@gmail.com

General Mills Box tops

Box Tops submission/mailing date is March 1st (the last submission date for this school year.)  Please turn in your box tops prior to that date.  There is a jar outside Lynn’s office.  After March 1st, please continue to collect and turn in the box tops which can be saved for next year’s October submission.  

As of March 1st, Elaine Louie will be taking over as the General Mills Box tops  coordinator. Thanks Elaine! Please direct any questions to Elaine at elaineglouie@gmail.com
Thanks to everyone who has brought in box tops. Please continue to drop off your box tops in the jar by the sign in sheets or you can mail them to me at:

Iris DeMello

1544 Fourth Street

Alameda, CA 94501
- Iris DeMello

Listserv

As of March 1st, Chris Hans will be taking over as the listserv coordinator.  Thanks Chris!  Please direct any questions to Chris at queuebug@gmail.com

A FEW BASIC INSTRUCTIONS

1. To send an e-mail message to those on the list, compose the message
and send it to:

AACLC-L@netpals.lsoft.com. Make sure you send the message from an e-mail
address that is part of AACLC-L, otherwise, it will not post.

2. To add other e-mail addresses to the Listserv, send an e-mail message
from that e-mail address to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with SUBSCRIBE
AACLC-L YourFirstName YourLastName in the body of the message (no
Subject is needed). Other AACLC community members may join AACLC-L in
the same way.

3. To not receive e-mails for a period of time, send an e-mail message
to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with SET AACLC-L NOMAIL in the body of
the message (no Subject is needed). To receive messages once again, send
an e-mail message to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with SET AACLC-L MAIL
in the body of the message (no Subject is needed).

4. To get off of AACLC-L permanently send an e-mail message to:
listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with SIGNOFF AACLC-L in the body of the
message (no Subject is needed). There is no requirement to be a part of
the AACLC-L Listserv.

6. Other details about using the AACLC-L Listserv can be found at:
http://www.lsoft.com/manuals/1.8d/user/user.html

5. If you are interested in getting your posts as a single daily digest
rather than individual notes, send an e-mail message to:
listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with SET AACLC-L DIGEST in the body of the
message (no Subject is needed). To receive individual messages once
again, send an e-mail message to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with SET
AACLC-L INDEX in the body of the message (no Subject is needed).

6. Other details about using the AACLC-L Listserv can be found at:
http://www.lsoft.com/manuals/1.8d/user/user.html

SOME DO'S AND DON'TS.

Proper Listserv etiquette is to reply directly to an individual, as opposed to the entire list, when your message is directed to that individual, unless you feel it has broader community interest. This will cut down on the number of unwanted e-mails we all get. Please do not utilize the AACLC-L for matters not related to AACLC, such as, business advertisements or solicitations. If you find one or more e-mail messages to be rude or unwanted and if you find it necessary to respond, we ask that you do so in private. Respect for one another is a preeminent
concern.

- Iris DeMello 
Lucky’s S.H.A.R.E.S. Program

As of March 1st, Elaine Louie will be taking over as the SHARES coordinator.  Thanks Elaine!  Please direct any questions to Elaine at elaineglouie@gmail.com
Thank you to every one who has already signed up for the S.H.A.R.E.S. program. 

For people who want a card(s), please email me at irisdemello@gmail.com with the following information:

Your full name

How many cards you want 

Your address

You now can request whatever number of cards you need. (previously you could request 2 cards per learner). 

This is an easy way to support ACLC! 

- Iris DeMello 
==================================================

( ( ( (    Facilitator Class Messages    ( ( ( (
MATH and SCIENCES 
by Patricia Williamson, Carlton Grizzle, Julian August, Milton Friedman & Randy Covey

Math 6: We are beginning the second half of the year by studying ratios, a very important math concept. Our project for this concept is a scale model of the Solar System.   For the second half of the year I will continue to tape the nightly homework assignments on the inside cover of a learner’s notebook.  Please check your learner’s notebook and Snap grades to see how your child is doing.  You can also continue to use the online CPM Homework help: http://cpm.org/students/homework/
I will be soon talking with the 6th grade learners about their math placement for next year.  Many of the 6th graders will be taking pre-algebra next year.  This is the grade level course for 7th grade and follows the 7th grade California Math Standards.  A few learners, however, may take Algebra next year. A matrix is used to determine math placement.  Included in the matrix is the learner’s grade in the class, the learner’s Alameda  Arithmetic Test (AAT) score, the learner’s score on the Algebra Readiness Test,  as well as their California Standards Test score.  If you would like more information on this matrix please contact Patricia. 

I continue to support learners in math during their learning lab period, Tuesday and Thursday 4th and 5th period.  I am also available to support struggling learners at other times.  Learners can come by for help at my desk at the center 5th period Monday, Wednesday, and Friday and 6th period Tuesday and Thursday.

Grades are posted on http://www.snapgrades.net (From Patricia)  

Geometry: We have learned the foundations of geometry in the first semester and spent an interesting week building 3 dimensional shapes and geodesic domes. In the second semester, we will be applying geometry much more extensively. During our unit on measuring volumes, we will be determining the volumes of our bodies and then measuring them by water displacement. We will also be learning surveying and using these skills to study and survey buildings on the campus and the base. (from Milton)

Pre-algebra: We are beginning the second half of the year by studying ratios, a very important math concept. Our project for this concept is to calculate the shrinkage proportion for a material called “Shrinky Dink shrinkable plastics.   For the second half of the year I will continue to tape the nightly homework assignments on the inside cover of a learner’s notebook.  Please check your learner’s notebook and Snap grades to see how your child is doing.  You can also continue to use the online CPM Homework help: http://cpm.org/students/homework/
I continue to support learners in math during their learning lab period, Tuesday and Thursday 6th period.  I am also available to support struggling learners at other times.  Learners can come by for help at my desk at the center 5th period Monday, Wednesday, and Friday and 6th period Tuesday and Thursday.

Grades are posted on http://www.snapgrades.net (From Patricia) 

Algebra 1: Learners are wrapping up a unit on inequalities and absolute value equations.  We recently finished studying linear equations.  Now, we’ll combine the two concepts and learners will learn to graph linear inequalities and the half-plane.  To review linear equation concepts, learners will complete a linear equation art project. (from Carlton)

Algebra 2: Projects planned for Algebra 2 include the use of the wind tunnel to determine the relationship between speed and drag using Pinewood Derby cars and an extended project on personal finance. In the last weeks of the year, each learner will construct a financial projection for their lives, based on their career goals and their plans for either buying or renting a home. They will also determine an investment strategy to provide for these plans. (from Milton)

Precalculus:  There are several different types of functions college students must know about in a calculus class.  Learners have practiced solving and graphing polynomial equations of higher degree (n>2) and rational equations.  Learners will learn to use Gliffy, a web-based software package used to create diagrams, to create flowcharts that can be used to solve and graph these equations.  Next, we’ll be studying transcendental functions. (from Carlton)

Biology:: We have completed our units on Ecology and Cell Biology. The global issue for cell biology was World health.  Learners have submitted their Science Projects, and we enjoyed seeing them at the Science Fair.  We will be studying Genetics, Evolution and Body Systems second semester.

I plan to schedule a field trip to the Lawrence Hall of Science.  Learners will be doing a squid dissection and a brain lab while they are there.

The California Biology Standards are taught through learners exploring issues related to global sustainability. To gain mastery of the California Biology Standards learners are challenged with a specific global issue.  They then collect scientific evidence through investigations, readings and experiments.  Learners then analyze their evidence and use this evidence and new knowledge to reach a decision or to solve the original global issue.  

Through this process they will learn how science affects peoples’ lives.  Learners are required to apply scientific evidence and the concept of trade-offs to personal and societal decisions. To understand each of these issues learners have to build a foundation of knowledge in the biology content standards. As a class we will be doing activities that will help us understand biology content standards. Thus learners’ grades will be determined by their ability to show comprehension of the biology content standards and their ability to apply that understanding to the issues. (from Patricia)

Grade 6/7 Life Science: We've been having a great time in our classes, both on and off campus! After our unit on cells, in which we investigated the fascinating inner workings of animal, plant, and bacterial cells through a variety of methods including interactive web sites and modeling, we have now moved on to how those cells build tissues, tissues form organs, and organs form organ systems. A great trip to the Body Worlds exhibit now on display at the San Jose Tech Museum allowed learners to view and learn from actual human cadavers, opened, flayed, sliced, prepared, and posed to reveal the incredible intricacies of the human body. A wonderful IMAX movie on the human body followed, with lunch and a great time had by all.

Continuing the unit, next learner groups will be researching a chosen human organ system, becoming our class "experts" in that area of study. Then the groups will outline a member of their team to produce a life size silhouette, and diagram and label their body system. Learner groups will continue their research and produce a PowerPoint presentation which they will present, along with their life size diagram, to the class in a few weeks. Peer to peer learning at its best! (by Randy)

Science 8 Through Engineering:  We just wrapped up the Science Fair!  Learners worked on a variety of experiments ranging from whether or not people can reliably predict if someone is lying by examining body language to which type of dog food has the most calories.  Learning about all the topics was fun.  In addition, I am happy to say that ACLC swept the annual ACLC/Nea Pinewood Derby by taking 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places.  Way to go 8th graders! (from Carlton)
Physics: Our exploration of the workings of the world around us continues with our current Waves unit. We have been exploring the workings of energy transfer through transverse and longitudinal waves, from light and microwaves to sound waves, through demonstrations, labs, and readings from our newly adopted textbook Conceptual Physics. 

After mastering the basics of wavelength, period, frequency, and wave behaviors, we will be diving into deeper studies on sound waves. Learners will be producing their own musical instruments and as part of a class project along with a written standards based test, be playing songs for the class which include all seven notes in an octave and explaining how their instruments work.

Also, we are hoping to take a field trip this spring to a local amusement park in order to apply and deepen our knowledge of Newtonian physics. If you are interested in participating as an organizer, financial supporter, chaperon, driver, etc. please let me know at rcovey@alameda.k12.ca.us. Thanks! (by Randy)

Chemistry: One major project in the spring will be a project with Save the Bay to map the chemical properties of the soil at Eden Landing, to help in the restoration of that area to native plants. We will be using equipment provided by grants from the CCEF and from the Biorad company and we will be aiming to develop publishable data. Towards the end of the semester, we will be applying the chemical arts to both cooking and the elements of fireworks. (from Milton)

6 Exploration: Last semester we examined some major fundamental engineering and architecture principles through the Building Big Curriculum, which studies domes, dams, tunnels, skyscrapers, and bridges. We rounded out the semester with a computer programming and application software unit.  Learners designed simple stories and animations with Scratch.  Next semester we will complete the Lego League building project, in which learners will work in teams to build robots that will complete tasks in a competition. (from Julian)

Engineering Graphics:  Learners have transitioned from following the SolidWorks tutorials to drawing isometric views from orthographic projections and vice versa on their own.  I am amazed at how advanced the kids’ computer skills are, and often learn a better way of using the software from one of the learners.  We are bringing our Makerbot 3D printer online within the next couple of weeks so learners will have the opportunity to create their own parts.  One forthcoming project will be the Glass Box.  For this project, learners will create and print a part, then use a glass box (really a clear plastic box) to demonstrate the 6 standard orthographic views of a 3D object. (from Carlton)

HUMANITIES

by Lynn Kameny, Jacob Powell, Carrie Blanche, Jacob Powell, Julian August, Molly Fenn  & Cathy Dana

6/7 Humanities: We will begin the new semester by starting in Japan and Europe during the Middle Ages. Then we will continue to cover the California State Content Standards for social studies with the Renaissance, the Reformation, the Americas, the Age of Exploration, and the Age of Enlightenment.  In the English Language Arts portion of the course we will continue with the following themes: Common Threads, What Matters, Meeting Challenges, and Just for Fun. (from Julian)

8th Grade Humanities: English:

2.1 Deliver narrative presentations (e.g., biographical, autobiographical):

a. Relate a clear, coherent incident, event, or situation by using well-chosen details.

b. Reveal the significance of, and the subject's attitude about, the incident, event, or situation.

c. Employ narrative and descriptive strategies (e.g., relevant dialogue, specific action, physical description, background description, comparison or contrast of characters).

2.2 Deliver oral responses to literature:

a. Interpret a reading and provide insight.

b. Connect the students' own responses to the writer's techniques and to specific textual references.

c. Draw supported inferences about the effects of a literary work on its audience.

d. Support judgments through references to the text, other works, other authors, or personal knowledge.

2.3 Deliver research presentations:

a. Define a thesis.

b. Record important ideas, concepts, and direct quotations from significant information sources and paraphrase and summarize all relevant perspectives on the topic, as appropriate.

c. Use a variety of primary and secondary sources and distinguish the nature and value of each.

d. Organize and record information on charts, maps, and graphs.

2.4 Deliver persuasive presentations:

a. Include a well-defined thesis (i.e., one that makes a clear and knowledgeable judgment).

b. Differentiate fact from opinion and support arguments with detailed evidence, examples, and reasoning.

c. Anticipate and answer listener concerns and counterarguments effectively through the inclusion and arrangement of details, reasons, examples, and other elements.

d. Maintain a reasonable tone. (from Jacob)

Humanities 9: During this semester we will be working with the selected texts of Romeo and Juliet, The Catcher in the Rye, To Kill A Mockingbird and other independent reading novels, poems, essays and current news articles. In the next few weeks our class will be working on staging a very unique production of Romeo and Juliet so stay tuned for details as they unfold, you will all be invited to attend! (from Lynn)

Current Life Issues: We will turn our attention to learning about nutrition, how to prevent substance abuse, how to prevent communicable diseases, and, toward the end of the semester, delving into sex education. As always, assignments for both these classes are posted in the calendar section of snapgrades and links to all documents are available in the file section. Please be sure to check these files on a weekly basis to stay current. (from Lynn)

English 2/3: The sophomores and juniors completed an extensive drafting and revision process for a persuasive essay about how society should assign value to life. In the essay, they referred to wide-ranging texts including "Hamlet," Lance Armstrong's autobiography, and a "Time" magazine article about 9/11 to argue their point. This assignment was designed to prepare learners for the EAP (Early Assessment Program), a test that measures readiness for college-level reading and writing. In the coming months, the class will be studying poetry, "A Modest Proposal," "Night," and "Things Fall Apart," among other works. (from Molly)

English 4: The seniors wrapped up 2010 and our study of Tim O'Brien's novel "The Things They Carried" by leading teach-ins in which they took over a class period to ignite their peers' thinking about chosen aspects of the text. Groups had us simulating the weight of the war by drafting us to schlep heavy packs around the track, venturing inside the minds of soldiers through learning stations about the psychological effects of combat, writing and performing skits inspired by quotes from the book, and participating in many other engaging activities. It was a fun learning experience for all. They are closing the semester with a look at Thomas Pynchon's intriguing novel "The Crying of Lot 49," rising to the challenge of grappling with this complex book that is more commonly studied at the college level. (from Molly)

English HP: Honors learners continue to devote one of their lunch periods each week to lively discussions about texts like "Alice in Wonderland" and "The Tempest." "Moby Dick" is up next. (from Molly)

Senior Seminar: Second semester will focus on taking the components completed in first semester (Resume, Reflective Essay, Personal Vision with Action Plan, Internship description and Senior Project work) and using them to create a Senior website that will be reviewed, and hopefully approved, by the ACLC Governing Board as one of the Graduation requirements. Seniors will also be continuing to focus on Senior events and activities and working on both creative and team-building projects. As always, assignments for Senior Seminar are posted in the calendar section of snapgrades and links to all documents are available in the file section. Please be sure to check these files on a weekly basis to stay current. (from Lynn)

Creative Expressions: First semester ended with a bang.  All four classes earned their first parties by giving creative in presentations in class and by being supportive of one another.  It's exciting to see learners build a capacity and a vocabulary of appreciation and support.  In third period 6th grade we had a poetry contest and all the winners read their poems to the class.  As they read, other learners added to the impact of the poem with sound effects and movement, which turns it into a poetry improvisation piece.  Meanwhile, fourth period 7th grade participated in the first Creative Expressions outreach to NEA this year.  They put together songs, drawings, and spoken pieces on the theme of super-powers.  We took the performance to a 2nd grade classroom at NEA on a walking field-trip.  The 2nd graders loved getting to choose what super-powers they would like to have.  Fifth period 7th grade learners are currently creating "fractured fairy-tales" to present in class.  Taking well-known fairy-tales and giving them a twist makes for creative and hilarious results.  Some past favorites have been Jack and the Beanstalk, Rumplestiltskin, The Little Red Hypnotist, and Ghetto Cinderella.  Sixth period 6th grade has been having fun coming up with skits and poetry.  All classes impressed me with wonderful ideas that honored Frankie Raphael, our history-making first Poet Laureate of ACLC.  They created beautiful art, a giant poster, photos of the letters of her name spelled out with their own bodies, and made enthusiastic fanfare when we presented Frankie with her award at CCC.  I'm excited to see what will emerge in the second semester! (from Cathy)

U.S.History- The Bill of Rights to the Civil War:

What were the major national issues and events faced by the first five presidents?

Congress and the first five presidents made decisions establishing a strong government that helped the nation grow in size and power.

All of the first five presidents were Virginians except John Adams.

Accomplishments during first five presidencies

George Washington

• Federal court system was established.

• Political parties grew out of the disagreements between Hamilton and Jefferson over the proper role of the national government.

• The Bill of Rights was added to the Constitution of the United States of America.

• Plans were initiated for development of the national capital in Washington, D.C. Benjamin Banneker, an African American astronomer and surveyor, helped complete the design for the city.

John Adams

• A two-party system emerged during his administration.

Thomas Jefferson

• He bought Louisiana from France (Louisiana Purchase).

• Lewis and Clark explored this new land west of the Mississippi River.

James Madison

• The War of l812 caused European nations to gain respect for the United States.

James Monroe

• He wrote the Monroe Doctrine warning European nations not to interfere in the Western Hemisphere.

New territories added to the United States after 1801

Louisiana Purchase

• Jefferson bought land from France (the Louisiana Purchase), which doubled the size of the United States.

• In the Lewis and Clark expedition, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark explored the Louisiana Purchase from the Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean.

Florida

• Spain gave Florida to the United States through a treaty.

Texas

• Texas was added after it became an independent republic.

Oregon

• The Oregon Territory was divided by the United States and Great Britain.

California

• War with Mexico resulted in California and the southwest territory becoming part of the United States.

Modern World History - World History and Geography: The Modern World: (from Jacob)

Modern World History- Second Semester:

The New Imperialism

Unit Summary: the unit examines the motives behind the new imperialism as well as the cross cultural influences it engendered. In addition, the unit explores how people in the lands targeted for takeover fought to preserve their own cultures and traditions.

Essential Question: What was the cross-cultural impact of imperialism on both the colonial powers and the indigenous populations?

World War I

Unit Summary: Many forces—including nationalism, militarism, and imperialist rivalries—propelled Europe into World War I. The unit examines the causes, results, and impact of World War I on the changing face of Europe and the world.

Essential Question: To what extent was World War I the first global war? How is the experience of war reflected in the post war culture and society?

The Interwar Period and the Rise of Dictators

Unit Summary: The unit examines the desire for democracy and self-determination that contributed to explosive struggles in many regions. In addition, it examines the challenges of democratic traditions and the rise of powerful dictators.

Essential Question: How do political leaders unite people behind a specific political agenda?

World War II and Its Aftermath

Unit Summary: World War II was the most costly conflict in history. Between 1939 and 1945, nations all over the globe fought the war that ultimately shifted the balance of power from Western Europe to the United States and the Soviet Union. For millions of people, it was not a page in history, but a daily struggle between life and death.

Essential Question:  Were the political, social, and economic, causes and consequences of war? (from Jacob)

Economics: Second Semester
 

Learning Objectives: Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:

1. Define scarcity, opportunity cost, elasticity of demand and supply, inflation,

unemployment, and gross domestic product.

2. Identify a production possibility frontier and use the frontier to demonstrate the

potential for growth in an economy and to illustrate the concept of opportunity cost.

3. Illustrate the process by which supply and demand for a product converge to market

equilibrium.

4. Analyze price ceilings, price floors and tax burdens using the supply and demand

model.

5. Define standard business organizational forms, stocks and bonds, present value and

economic profit.

6. Demonstrate with graphs and verbal analysis the essential features of short-run and

long-run production costs for firms.

7. Apply the concepts of marginal analysis and opportunity costs to consumer theory and

to the profit-maximizing behavior of firms in both competitive and monopolistic markets,

and compare competition to monopoly on efficiency grounds.

8. Apply the model of aggregate supply and aggregate demand to make predictions about

inflation and real gross domestic product.

9. Understand the necessary conditions for an economy to experience sustained, longterm

growth.

10. Explain the money creation process.

11. Explain the mechanics of fiscal and monetary policies, and evaluate how well various

policies promote economic growth and stability. (from Jacob)

WORLD LANGUAGE CLASSES 

by Terry Toczynski 

Introductory Spanish:. Intro Spanish has been a joy this year. The learners are enthusiastic and willing to take risks. What more do you need to learn a second language? The first project of semester 2 is to write a brief original story using the sentences and vocabulary from two little stories we heard and read in class. By making a few changes to some nouns and verbs the learners can create a story all their own – in Spanish! We will continue with basic vocabulary, songs, and simple sentence structures, many introduced through story-telling. (from Terry)
Spanish 1: Learners are right on track with their first-year course. We have done lots of grammar, quite a bit of speaking, some writing, and even a few songs. In second semester the speaking, writing, and reading requirements increase. I have introduced simple novels this year even at the first-year level, so we will be diving into reading in Spanish during semester 2.The vocabulary themes in semester 2 include: places to go; sports and leisure activities; family and family get-togethers; eating out; the bedroom and house; household chores; shopping, and travel. (from Terry)

Spanish 2: Second-year Spanish is quite a leap from first year, and some of the learners are feeling the strain. There is a demanding list of vocabulary in year two, some sophisticated grammar, and difficult verb forms. Nevertheless, most are doing very well. During second semester of Spanish 2 we emphasize the past tenses and command forms. Learners will have the opportunity to read and write past-tense stories; prepare a Power Point about their childhood; and design a news show reporting natural disasters. There will be more emphasis on speaking and writing fluently, and the readings will be more demanding but more interesting. We will also listen to and learn more Spanish songs. (from Terry)

Spanish 3: Third-year students are doing a formidable job keeping up with the complicated grammar, the new verb forms, and the mountains of vocabulary that have been introduced. This semester, learners will keep a journal in Spanish, and also bring in at least one popular or traditional song in Spanish to share with classmates. We are about to begin working with the subjunctive mode of Spanish verbs, a very challenging concept but one that is essential to mastering the language. The themes awaiting us in Spanish 3 include: relationships; job-hunting; planning for the future; and new technologies. (from Terry)

Honors Spanish 4: Learners in the first-ever Spanish 4 class at ACLC have shown a lot of guts. It is a high-level class both in the sophistication of the grammar and in the level of discourse. Learners have read excerpts of literature by renowned Spanish and Latin American writers and discussed ideas as varied as dreams versus reality, love for animals, family conflict, and illegal immigration. They also keep up on current Spanish language news and write regular entries in their Spanish journal. We are just finishing the autobiographical collection of stories called Cajas de cartόn by Francisco Jiménez, a Mexican immigrant and former migrant worker who is now a professor at Santa Clara University. For second semester we plan to read a student version of Don Quijote.  (from Terry)

OTHER CLASSES AND CENTER ACTIVITIES

by Carrie Blanche, Julian August, Daniel Sousa, Randy Covey, & Catherine Mathews 
Art 1: We began the year reviewing art principles, elements and techniques and swiftly moved on to the purpose of art. During November and December art learners explored the broad concept of art and meaning. This pursuit has taken us from developing a specific set of class themes and  then using imagery, composition, art principles and media to bring each learner’s artistic point of view to fruition. The process has involved reviewing common themes in art, exploring how modern artists, using various forms of art, express themes that have personal meaning. Whole class critiques focus on responding to each other’s efforts to give feedback to the artist about what their artwork conveys and how to improve their intentions. We are concluding this unit, and the first semester with a final collage project entitled “Final Fantasy”. The second semester will refocus our class on technique: We will begin to explore portraiture including facial anatomy and proportion as well as techniques in accurate scaling, and building form and volume with pencil. By early March, all of our skills practice will lead us back into meaning, purpose and self-expression when we apply portrait techniques to self portrait painting. (from Carrie)

Culinary Arts: Our new independent cooking skills class for older learners continues to explore the basics of food, nutrition, and living on our own. In the past few months we have delved into the twin worlds of health and food, including the history of BBQ (while making a delicious St. Louis style sauce), foods from around the world (while whipping up two stir fry recipes, one meat based and one veggie), and avoiding artificial colorings, preservatives, and hidden sugar and salt (while making a delicious batch of homemade creamy mac n’ cheese). Making vinaigrettes and salads, chilies, learning and practicing knife skills and safety, and other activities have made facilitating the class a blast!

Recipes are designed to introduce learners to the basics of preparation techniques, flavor combinations, etc. and are adaptable to a variety of dishes. We are also teaming up with the Healthy Lunch program and occasionally supplementing community contributions to those fun Friday events.

Next up… winter warming minestrone soups (again, one veggie, one with meat), and a Super Bowl tune up with the emphasis on healthy, cost conscious and delicious appetizers. In addition, as the weather gets better we hope to take a field trip to the Alameda Farmers Market this spring. (by Randy)

Drama I: The last semester was very busy.  Learners honed their performance skills with studying pantomime, improvisation, body and voice awareness, as well as a number of important exercises beneficial for all performances.  Additionally, learners performed Monologs and Duets in class.  My hope for next semester is to offer a wide array of performance projects that will allow learners to take the skills that have been developed and apply them in other performance projects of their choice. We will also be surveying theatre history and fields of employment in performance. (from Julian)

Leadership: Learners in Leadership pulled off a successful Constitutional Convention in November and continue the (sometimes messy) process of debating proposals, troubleshooting community issues, and trying to come up with a grading rubric for CCC. (from Molly)

Ultimate: The High School Boys Team (Dark Meat) is scheduled to begin league play on February 13.  On the three different league days, Dark Meat will play four games per day.  The team is ready to go!  Rain has only prohibited practice once; so everyone is in shape and has worked hard at sharpening their skills.  The team jerseys will be in before the start of league play. 

Here is the link with the schedule for our Bay Area Disc Youth Ultimate League play.  Remember your membership with USA Ultimate must be current before February 6th!  Upcoming League Game Dates are February 13, March 13 & March 27.

2011 Schedule

https://spreadsheets.google.com/ccc?key=0AozZGX1RHlGwdHVQMnFTOExWbm5jcTM1OHpLVXY4TlE&hl=en

Middle School Ultimate (Jr. Meat) is going strong with two practices each week (Mondays & Wednesdays) and 3 returning coaches. We have mostly a younger team, with a few veterans who are mostly working out with the HS team.  We will have jerseys soon and are looking forward to the spring season, culminating in the UPA (now "USA Ultimate") Middle School Championships which we hosted last year where we came in second.  We are always open to new players to learn the fastest growing youth sport in America. Come out and play! Games are scheduled for Feb 6th in Burlingame with both Burlingame and Borel MS teams.

We’d love to have you join the fun!  Practices for High School AND Middle School teams are on Monday & Wednesday, 3:30 until dark, at Crab Cove near the parking lot.  Please come out to join us for practice!  You need only a pair of cleats, a water bottle and some shorts (dress in layers!). Contact one of our high school team coaches, Jessie Korich at  jessicakorich@gmail.com or one of the middle school team coaches, Cullen Coyne at  cullen.coyne@gmail.com   Make sure to add your name to the email lists for the teams so you stay in the loop on important updates and activities for your team.

Check out the team website for more information and dates at:  https://sites.google.com/site/alamedaultimate/home (from Catherine)

Counseling Corner 

Counseling Corner

Seniors

Those seniors applying to four year colleges have finished their applications and have sent them in. Now they play the “waiting game”. It is just another stressor in the college application process. This can be a very stressful time for the whole family.

Financial considerations have always been an issue for most families and every year college costs rise. Please take a close look at the information bellow. 

This is a reminder for those of you who are filing for Financial Aid:

(
A Financial Aid Package consists of Grants (money not repaid), Loans (usually subsidized), and Work Study.

There are four basic areas of aid:  

*All Financial Aid requires the FAFSA, which determines your family’s EFC (Estimated   Family Contribution). All aid is built around the EFC. If you are debating the feasibility of filing, you can use one of the many “calculators” available to see what an estimated EFC will be.  Many private colleges will encourage you to file, as you might be eligible for some school aid even if you don’t qualify for federal aid.

*School aid and some private schools will require an additional form, usually the CSS Profile. 

*Cal Grants are determined by submitting a GPA Verification and your FAFSA results. 

*Outside scholarships.

The FAFSA:

1.
You and your child will need a PIN.  This is your electronic signature.  All financial aid information will be sent to your child, not parents.  Since you are encouraged to file electronically, your email will be very important.  Make sure you add the FAFSA web site to your mailbox so your computer recognizes incoming mail and doesn’t send it to your Junk Mail Box.

2.
The site to get your PIN and file is: www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov

3.
If you haven’t done so, apply for your PIN and your parents PIN immediately.  It will take some time to complete and you will need your PIN numbers to file for the FAFSA!

4.
Once you have filed the FAFSA, you will receive a SAR (Student Aid Report) by email.  Upon receipt of the SAR, you will be able to make corrections   and add additional schools to the FAFSA. 

The CSS Profile:

1.
This is a customized form many private and some public schools will use to gather additional information.

2.
This form will ask for home equity and additional information from divorced households.  Since each college will have different criteria for their FA packages, every school might not use many of the questions on the Profile.

3.
There is a fee attached for each college you submit the Profile.  

4.
Check your college’s web sites to find out what is required and deadlines.  

Cal Grants:

1.
Cal Grants are only awarded to those students attending colleges in California.

2.
I am electronically submitting the GPA Verification form.  I must first get social security numbers from all seniors in order to submit. The deadline is March 2. To be eligible for a Cal Grant, you must submit the FAFSA.  Make sure to add the most expensive California College or university in the first of the six spaces on the FAFSA College Choices.

Scholarships:

1.
Scholarships are awarded by specific requirements but not involved with the FAFSA or Federal Financial Aid.  

2.
Scholarships are like grants in the financial aid package.  The financial aid office will consider all awarded scholarships as equity in determining your FA package.  

3.
A recommended site for scholarship listings and financial aid information is:  www.fastweb.org

4.
Check out your school for local scholarship listings.

Senior Internships

It is important that seniors start their internships in the very near future. For those seniors who are at a loss about what to do, come see me as well as talk to other seniors who might have opportunities at their sites.

Juniors 

Elizabeth White and I are in the process of putting together a SAT prep course for our juniors. It will most likely begin the first part of April and run for six weeks and end right before the May 7th SAT date. We will let you know when we have times and days. 

Sophomores

I will start meeting with sophomores and parents to review academic progress. I will be sending home a letter and transcript at which time please make an appointment to come in with your child.

If you have any concerns about your child, please call me.

.- Gail Smith-Pratt


521-7543 #107

Counseling/College Information 

We will be meeting with all juniors in the coming weeks to review information they should be aware of in the college search process.

Milt Friedman and I are working on developing a web page for counseling and college information.  This information will soon be available on the ACLC Web site.  Until then, here is some information for learners and families:

Upcoming Dates:

SAT

Regular Deadline

Late Deadline

March 13
 Feb 4



 Feb 18

May 1

March 25


April 8

June 5
April 29


May 13

ACT

Regular Deadline

Late Deadline

February 12
January 7


Jan 8-21

April 9

March 4


March 5-18

June 11
May 6



May 7-20


SCHOLARSHIP WEB SITES:

FASTWEB:  

www.fastweb.com
SalleMae:

www.collegeanswer.com/index.jsp
Cappax :

www.cappax.com
**EastBayConsortium:  www.eastbayconsortium.org
Summer Programs with early deadlines:

·(
California State Summer School for the Arts (CSSSA)

February 28, 2011

www.csssa.ca.gov

·(·
California State Summer School for Mathematics & Science (Cosmos )

Application available on line February 1  (Deadline March 15)

www.ucop.edu/cosmos

·(·
UCSF BHSI (Biomedical research)  11th graders

February 6

http://www.pediatrics.medschool.ucsf.edu/youth/training/intern.aspx

·(·
SMASH ACADEMY (Science & Math UC Berkeley) 9th graders

February 10

www.lpfi.org/education/smash.html

·(·
Stanford Medical Youth Science Program  10th & 11th Graders

February 15

Economically disadvantaged and under-represented sophomore and junior students with strong academic standing.

http://smysp.stanford.edu/summerProgram/

·(·
Academic Talent & Development Program (ATDP) at UC Berkeley

February 16 for returning students

March 2 for new students

htpp://atdp.berkeley.edu

(510) 642-8308

·(·
Berkeley Lab Internships for Precollegiate Scholars (HSSRPP)  11th graders

February 20

http://csee.lbl.gov/hssrpp.html

·(·
Center for Science & Engineering (HS Student Research Program)  11th graders

February 20

htpp://csee.lbl.gov/hssrpp.html

Summer Programs:

··(
New York University Summer 2011 Precollege Programs

www.nyu.edu/info/precollege/info

··(
UC Berkeley Pre-Collegiate Programs

www.Summer.berkeley.edu

··(
Cornell University Summer College programs for High School Students

www.summercollege.cornell.edu

WEST COAST USA GAP YEAR FAIR:  www.usagapyearfairs.org
Wednesday, February 9th     ~    Sir Francis Drake High (San Anselmo, CA)

            6:30-8:30 pm                             7:00 PM Presentation on the Gap Year 

  Thursday, February 10th       ~  Jewish Community School  (San Francisco, CA)

            6:30-8:30 pm                              7:00 PM Presentation on the Gap Year 

Wednesday, February 9th     ~    Sir Francis Drake High (San Anselmo, CA)

            6:30-8:30 pm                             7:00 PM Presentation on the Gap Year 

- Elizabeth White

ewhite823@earthlink.net

Attendance Requirements:

The staff would like to remind everyone that all learners in grades 6 - 12 are required by California state law to attend school from the hours of 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Those learners who have college classes are eligible for our Off Campus Contract, but their request to leave campus to attend classes must first be approved by the Curriculum Committee of our Governing Board. The necessary paperwork has been handed out and must be returned and approved before learners can legally be away from the ACLC during the school day. 

Those learners without college classes or other eligible Off Campus activities are expected to be at ACLC by 8 a.m. each school day. Those who have an unexcused tardy, will be assigned detention. Habitual tardiness may result in more serious consequences. 

Attendance and punctuality are important because of their direct relationship to academic progress and developing responsibility in students.  According to state law, parents are responsible for punctual and regular attendance.

Alameda Unified School District requires when any student has had 14 absences in the school year for illness, any further absences for illness must be verified by a physician to excuse the absences.  If we do not receive verification from the physician then the absences will remain unexcused.

Please help the ACLC abide by the state laws for compulsory school attendance by getting learners to school on time and reminding them to sign in each day. 

If your Learner is taking ANY courses at Encinal High school, you must call Encinal High at 510-748-4023 to report all ABSENCES AND TARDIES FOR THE PERIOD TAKEN.

 

Last Name        CALL
A-L                   510-748-4023 x 3108 Pat Rios

M-Z                  510-748-4023 x 3109 Theresa Lee

School Phone#’s & Emails


ACLC Phone: (510) 521-7543 – Answered at the Center & Facilitator phonemail Absence notification method: contact the "Attendance Hotline" at phone: 510-521-7543 option "3" or  Email: cchai@alameda.k12.ca.us  

          Facilitators Desk: 510-521-7543 x116

         This line will be an additional line to reach someone at the Center, if you cannot contact Calvin at the front desk.         
	Calvin Chai x100 or 0                   cchai@alameda.k12.ca.us
Paul Bentz x101

      pbentz@alameda.k12.ca.us
Patricia Williamson x102
      pwilliamson@alameda.k12.ca.us

Lynn Kameny x103

      lkameny@alameda.k12.ca.us
Milt Friedman x 104                     mifriedman@alameda.k12.ca.us
Randall (Randy) Covey x105       rcovey@alameda.k12.ca.us

Jacob Powell x106

      jpowell@alameda.k12.ca.us
Gail Smith-Pratt x107
                  gspratt@alameda.k12.ca.us
Julian August x 108                      jaugust@alameda.k12.ca.us
Carrie Blanche x109
                  cblanche@alameda.k12.ca.us
Carlton Grizzle x111
                  cgrizzle@alameda.k12.ca.us
Terry Toczynski x 117                  ttoczynski@alameda.k12.ca.us
Molly Fenn x 121                          mfenn@alameda.k12.ca.us
Josiah Hooper

                  josiahhooper@gmail.com (DVS)

Daniel Sousa                                dsousa@alameda.k12.ca.us (P.E. facilitator of middle schoolers)

David Dilworth                              davidilworth@yahoo.com (Digital Music Production)

Cathy Dana                                  cathydana@gmail.com (Creative Expressions)

Elizabeth White                            ewhite823@earthlink.net
Miriam Sundheim                         msundheim@alameda.k12.ca.us (Paraprofessional)

Maureen Deierling                        modeierlingaclc@gmail.com

PORTABLE EXTENSIONS

Port 2               x115 

Port 3               x112

Port 4               x114

Port 5               x110

Room 601
 x118
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