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(       Calendar      (
(also located at http://alamedaclc.org/)
December
12/15

 Poetry Contest for ACLC Poet Laureate (time tba)

12/16
CLCS Board meeting at ACLC; 7:00 p.m.

12/20 - 12/31
Winter recess – No School

12/28

ACLC clean up day; 11 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

January
1/3

Program Evaluation Committee meeting; 3:10 – 4:10 p.m.; at ACLC

1/5
ACLC Board meeting at ACLC; 7:00  - 9:00p.m.

1/10
Healthy lunch: macaroni and cheese, sliced chicken or veggie sausage, roasted vegetables, cookies


Personnel Committee meeting; 3:10 – 4:10 p.m.; at ACLC
1/13
Graduation committee meeting; 7 – 8:30 p.m.; High Street Station, 1303 High Street


at the corner of Encinal

1/14 - 15
EHS: Dead Man Walking; 7:30 p.m., EHS cafeteria

1/17
Martin Luther King Day; No School

1/20
CLCS Board meeting at Nea; 7:00 p.m.

1/21 – 22
EHS: Dead Man Walking; 7:30 p.m., EHS cafeteria

1/24

Financial Committee meeting;  3:10 – 4:10 p.m.; at ACLC

1/25 – 1/27
Learner Led Conferences; 8:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.; Early dismissal

1/28 – 29
EHS: Dead Man Walking; 7:30 p.m., EHS cafeteria
( (      News      ( (
Lead Facilitator’s Report

Hard to believe that it is December and 2011 is right around the corner! So many great things have been happening at ACLC. Leadership organized and ran the ACLC Constitutional Convention and Thanksgiving Feast (thanks to parents and their generous donations of food and raffle prizes); many of our ACLC learners went to see the EHS production of Anne Frank; our post-secondary counselor held an informative financial Aid night for learners and parents; AUSD Superintendent, Kirsten Vital, came to visit ACLC; learners have embarked on numerous field trips; ACLC facilitator, Cathy Dana is organizing an ACLC Poet Laureate contest; and soon Leadership will be holding the ACLC Annual Gingerbread House Competition at CCC. In addition to all of these events, learners have been engaged in many projects in their seminars including Rube Goldberg projects in Physics, flag building projects in Math 6, mock trials in Humanities 9, and final novel projects in English 10-11, and 12. And of course, almost every learner at ACLC is gearing up for our annual Science Fair Project Extravaganza. Please mark your calendar for our Science Fair Project Night scheduled for January 19. 

As we move into the holiday season I hope each and every one of you find some time to relax and enjoy your families and appreciate the many joys we experience daily working with ACLC learners. We have a great school at ACLC and, during this time of thanks, I want to thank all the parents for your generous donations of time, funding and support that you give to our school. ACLC could not be the school it is without your support at home and we are thankful for all you do to raise such tremendous learners. I and my facilitator team feel fortunate to work in the ACLC community and are aware of what a great gift it is to enjoy our jobs. We look forward to the New Year and wish all of you a happy holiday.

Toys for Tots

Want to make a child happy over the holidays? ACLC has a Toys for Tots box right by Calvin’s desk. Please donate new, unwrapped toys that will be distributed by the Red Cross. Donations are due by December 17th.

Applications for ACLC

Know of a learner/family who would be a good fit with ACLC? Please let them know that they can apply on line: http://alamedaclc.net/  Also, learners who would like the opportunity to come for a tour or shadow for a day or a few hours should contact Lynn Kameny by calling (510) 521-7543 ext. 103 to make arrangements. 

Upcoming ACLC Community Information Meetings for Perspective Families

·
Thursday, February 3, 2011 -  7:00 p.m.

·
Tuesday, February 15, 2011 -  7:00 p.m.

Tours of ACLC

·
Tuesday, February 8th, 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

·
Thursday, February 17th, 9:00 am – 9:45 a.m.

 --Lynn Kameny, ACLC Lead Facilitator

lkameny@alameda.k12.ca.us
Executive Director’s Report

A significant event in Alameda charter school history occurred last week when the AUSD school board voted unanimously to put a parcel tax on the March ballot that included a statement that 3-4% of the money raised would be used to support Alameda’s students attending existing Alameda charter schools.  For ACLC this would mean $80,000 - $100,000 a year for the next 7 years.  I strongly urge ACLC families to actively get involved in the parcel take campaign by donating their time and money to get this measure passed by the voters.  With state funding a constant uncertainty, this money is needed to continue providing a quality education for your child.  Parent volunteers are currently organizing in the charter community and will soon be asking for your active support.

For the first time in its history, the school has no wait list.  Due to our expansion to 272 learners to balance our budget, we still have a limited number of openings for every grade.  Encourage your friends to consider enrolling now.  No one can predict what the chances will be of getting in next year.

With all of the discussion about possible school closures in AUSD’s future and the discussion of turning Encinal into a 7-12 school, it is natural for ACLC families to ask the question of where will ACLC be located next year?  The honest answer to that question is that nobody knows the answer to that question including AUSD.  A lot depends upon whether or not the parcel tax passes. We have filed a request for facilities.  AUSD is required to provide us with reasonably equivalent facilities by law since we educate Alameda’s students.  We are in constant discussion with AUSD on this matter.  AUSD will need to make offer to ACLC on April 1.

Our parent run foundation (CCEF) continues to raise funds for the school.  I encourage you to financially support the school.  ACLC is using $30,000 of ARRA (federal money) to support the school this year that is unlikely to be given to us for next year.  For those of you who have not yet pledged, we hope that in the near future you will contribute at a level that is appropriate for you.  We really do need 100% parent participation so that we can continue to provide a high quality program at ACLC in future years.   – Paul Bentz
PAC News

We have a couple of events coming up to make note of in your calendars, as we need participants!! 

On December 28th (YES, during break!), we will have a Center-wide clean up day, which runs from 11 - 3 p.m.  We will need some good workers (learners and parents), encouraged by brightening up the Center for the Learners to come back to after Holiday Break....anyone with carpet cleaners with attachments, cleaning supplies and a fun attitude should show up!  Watch for reminders on Listserv.

January 13th is our first graduation meeting.  All interested parties are welcome to attend.  See Calendar for time and venue details.  If you find you are not able to attend, and would still like to participate in Graduation in whatever form, please email me directly at jtntca@prodigy.net 

Thanks to all who contribute so much to enrich our Learner's experience at ACLC.

Jocelyn Holford

jtntca@prodigy.net

Healthy Lunch

January 7      Macaroni and cheese, sliced chicken or veggie sausage, roasted vegetables, 

All lunches are served with milk or juice and cost $5.00 each.  There is often enough food for second helpings, too!  Learners on the free or reduced-price lunch program will get Healthy Lunch free or at the reduced price as well.

If you would like to volunteer to help with the cooking, or set-up, serving, and clean-up, please contact me with your email address and I will add you to our volunteer list.  It's okay if you can't help every month...whenever you can will be appreciated by the staff and learners of ACLC!  Bring your receipts in if you cook, so you can be reimbursed for your food costs.

Bon Appetit!


- Alison Harris

General Mills Box tops

Thanks to everyone who has brought in box tops. Please continue to drop off your box tops in the jar by the sign in sheets or you can mail them to me at:

Iris DeMello

1544 Fourth Street

Alameda, CA 94501
- Iris DeMello

Listserv

A FEW BASIC INSTRUCTIONS

1. To send an e-mail message to those on the list, compose the message
and send it to:

AACLC-L@netpals.lsoft.com. Make sure you send the message from an e-mail
address that is part of AACLC-L, otherwise, it will not post.

2. To add other e-mail addresses to the Listserv, send an e-mail message
from that e-mail address to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with SUBSCRIBE
AACLC-L YourFirstName YourLastName in the body of the message (no
Subject is needed). Other AACLC community members may join AACLC-L in
the same way.

3. To not receive e-mails for a period of time, send an e-mail message
to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with SET AACLC-L NOMAIL in the body of
the message (no Subject is needed). To receive messages once again, send
an e-mail message to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with SET AACLC-L MAIL
in the body of the message (no Subject is needed).

4. To get off of AACLC-L permanently send an e-mail message to:
listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with SIGNOFF AACLC-L in the body of the
message (no Subject is needed). There is no requirement to be a part of
the AACLC-L Listserv.

6. Other details about using the AACLC-L Listserv can be found at:
http://www.lsoft.com/manuals/1.8d/user/user.html

5. If you are interested in getting your posts as a single daily digest
rather than individual notes, send an e-mail message to:
listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with SET AACLC-L DIGEST in the body of the
message (no Subject is needed). To receive individual messages once
again, send an e-mail message to: listserv@netpals.lsoft.com with SET
AACLC-L INDEX in the body of the message (no Subject is needed).

6. Other details about using the AACLC-L Listserv can be found at:
http://www.lsoft.com/manuals/1.8d/user/user.html

SOME DO'S AND DON'TS.

Proper Listserv etiquette is to reply directly to an individual, as opposed to the entire list, when your message is directed to that individual, unless you feel it has broader community interest. This will cut down on the number of unwanted e-mails we all get. Please do not utilize the AACLC-L for matters not related to AACLC, such as, business advertisements or solicitations. If you find one or more e-mail messages to be rude or unwanted and if you find it necessary to respond, we ask that you do so in private. Respect for one another is a preeminent
concern.

- Iris DeMello 
Lucky’s S.H.A.R.E.S. Program

Thank you to every one who has already signed up for the S.H.A.R.E.S. program. 

For people who want a card(s), please email me at irisdemello@gmail.com with the following information:

Your full name

How many cards you want 

Your address

You now can request whatever number of cards you need. (previously you could request 2 cards per learner). 

This is an easy way to support ACLC! 

- Iris DeMello 
OTHER CLASSES AND CENTER ACTIVITIES

by Catherine Mathews & Iris DeMello

Ultimate: The high school boys team, Dark Meat, participated in the Sean Ryan Tournament at UC Santa Cruz on November 13 & 14. They played a top ranked team and two middle ranked teams - very tough, given their spot as the bottom seed. They had a fabulous time and great learning experiences. Almost everybody they played wanted to recruit them to come to their schools. Marisa Rafter, of the girls Sweet Meat team played as well and since this was a men's league, she deserves extra kudos for that! Go Marisa!

The Ultimate Team sold pizza as a fundraiser at the ACLC Game Night on November 12th, and raised $125 for future tournaments and expenses.  A big thanks goes out to all of the ACLC community that supported our Ultimate teams!

Upcoming Dates:  We are hoping to go to a tournament in Santa Barbara in January and will post updates in the next Newsletter.

We’d love to have you join the fun!  Practices for High School AND Middle School teams are on Monday & Wednesday, 3:30 until dark, at Crab Cove near the parking lot.  Please come out to join us for practice!  You need only a pair of cleats, a water bottle and some shorts (dress in layers!). Contact one of our high school team coaches, Jessie Korich at  jessicakorich@gmail.com   or one of the middle school team coaches, Cullen Coyne at  cullen.coyne@gmail.com   Make sure to add your name to the email lists for the teams so you stay in the loop on important updates and activities for your team.

Check out the team website for more information and dates at:  https://sites.google.com/site/alamedaultimate/home

 (from Catherine)
Theater News: Encinal High School will be presenting Dead Man Walking on 1/14 – 1/15 at 7:30 p.m., in the EHS cafeteria and also 1/21 – 1/22 at 7:30 p.m., in the EHS cafeteria.

 (from Iris)
Counseling Corner 

I am expecting the PSAT results to arrive any day now. Elizabeth White, our college counselor and I will hand them out to learners during lunch period when we can discuss how to interpret scores before the winter break. I will email learners letting them know the time and day as soon as I get the tests.

College applications are consuming much of our seniors’ time. This is a very stressful time in a young person’s life. Sometimes it is hard to keep things in perspective and remember that college acceptances are but a small part of a person’s life. We are more than just what college we got in to!

This is the time for juniors to set up accounts with the testing agencies (SAT and ACT). The class of 2012 is the first class that is not required to take SAT II subject tests when applying to the UC’s. However, for some majors it is still a good idea to take these tests to be more competitive when applying. Beginning with the January test dates, juniors have seven times to take the SAT or ACT. Most colleges require all testing to be completed by December of your senior year.

SAT

Test Dates:




Registration Dates:

January 22




December 23

March 12




February 11

May 7





April 8

June 4




May 6

Most colleges want applicants to take the SAT reasoning test, (the longer version of the PSAT with a writing component added). More competitive, private colleges also want two of the SAT II subject tests. These tests are one hour long and up to three subject tests can be taken on the same day. It is best to take a subject test towards the end of the school year in the subject area you are just completing. The SAT reasoning test is the only test that can be taken on a test day, as it is a 3hr and 45min test. 

www.collegeboard.com

ACT

Test Dates:




Registration Dates:

February 12




January 7

April 9





March 4

June 11




May 6

Most colleges accept the ACT which is similar to the SAT reasoning test. Be sure to take the writing portion of the ACT. For the more competitive colleges, you still must take two of the SAT II subject tests.

www.actstudent.org

I am hoping to have the SAT prep class available again this year. The class typically starts in March and ends the Friday before the Saturday May test.

After the first of the year I will go into 9th grade classes to discuss graduation requirements. I will talk to learners about the up coming years at ACLC and the classes they need to take to be college ready.

Sophomore counseling begins in the spring and I will be asking parents to attend a meeting with their learner and myself to discuss academic progress, and future plans. Please make time to come to this very important meeting.

.- Gail Smith-Pratt


It has been a busy fall for the seniors.  Those applying to private or out of state public schools are finishing up their applications. All CSU and UC applications were due November 30.  Several CSU campuses are extending the November 30 deadline in case there are some students who decided recently to apply.  We had a very informative financial aid workshop in November. Thank you to all who gave up their evening to attend. I have some of the  information that Cil Loggins from the Financial Aid office at Mills College brought to share with our families.  Please let me know if you have any questions that I might be able to answer or direct you to the appropriate source.  You can always reach me by email.

Any Senior needing help with completing their applications or who are looking for some alternatives to the four year college path should email me to schedule an appointment!

I have cut back my hours on the ACLC site in order to provide some programs for the Sophomores and Juniors this winter/spring.  Lynn, Gail and I are working on some programs for the learners after the holidays.  I will be available to meet with learners and families at that time.

It is apparent that we need to have a site for information and resources.  Hopefully Milt and I can develop a page on the school web site to house information on scholarships and special programs, as well as links to SAT/ACT, college search sites, gap year programs and community service opportunities. I would like to see a list of summer resources made available for all learners as well as any special events that will be available during the school year.  More to come.

- Elizabeth White

ewhite823@earthlink.net

Attendance Requirements:

The staff would like to remind everyone that all learners in grades 6 - 12 are required by California state law to attend school from the hours of 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Those learners who have college classes are eligible for our Off Campus Contract, but their request to leave campus to attend classes must first be approved by the Curriculum Committee of our Governing Board. The necessary paperwork has been handed out and must be returned and approved before learners can legally be away from the ACLC during the school day. 

Those learners without college classes or other eligible Off Campus activities are expected to be at ACLC by 8 a.m. each school day. Those who have an unexcused tardy, will be assigned detention. Habitual tardiness may result in more serious consequences. 

Attendance and punctuality are important because of their direct relationship to academic progress and developing responsibility in students.  According to state law, parents are responsible for punctual and regular attendance.

Alameda Unified School District requires when any student has had 14 absences in the school year for illness, any further absences for illness must be verified by a physician to excuse the absences.  If we do not receive verification from the physician then the absences will remain unexcused.

Please help the ACLC abide by the state laws for compulsory school attendance by getting learners to school on time and reminding them to sign in each day. 

If your Learner is taking ANY courses at Encinal High school, you must call Encinal High at 510-748-4023 to report all ABSENCES AND TARDIES FOR THE PERIOD TAKEN.

 

Last Name        CALL
A-L                   510-748-4023 x 3108 Pat Rios

M-Z                  510-748-4023 x 3109 Theresa Lee

School Phone#’s & Emails


ACLC Phone: (510) 521-7543 – Answered at the Center & Facilitator phonemail Absence notification method: contact the "Attendance Hotline" at phone: 510-521-7543 option "3" or  Email: cchai@alameda.k12.ca.us  

          Facilitators Desk: 510-521-7543 x116

         This line will be an additional line to reach someone at the Center, if you cannot contact Calvin at the front desk.         
	Calvin Chai x100 or 0                   cchai@alameda.k12.ca.us
Paul Bentz x101

      pbentz@alameda.k12.ca.us
Patricia Williamson x102
      pwilliamson@alameda.k12.ca.us

Lynn Kameny x103

      lkameny@alameda.k12.ca.us
Milt Friedman x 104                     mifriedman@alameda.k12.ca.us
Randall (Randy) Covey x105       rcovey@alameda.k12.ca.us

Jacob Powell x106

      jpowell@alameda.k12.ca.us
Gail Smith-Pratt x107
                  gspratt@alameda.k12.ca.us
Julian August x 108                      jaugust@alameda.k12.ca.us
Carrie Blanche x109
                  cblanche@alameda.k12.ca.us
Carlton Grizzle x111
                  cgrizzle@alameda.k12.ca.us
Terry Toczynski x 117                  ttoczynski@alameda.k12.ca.us
Molly Fenn x 121                          mfenn@alameda.k12.ca.us
Josiah Hooper

                  josiahhooper@gmail.com (DVS)

Daniel Sousa                                dsousa@alameda.k12.ca.us (P.E. facilitator of middle schoolers)

David Dilworth                              davidilworth@yahoo.com (Digital Music Production)

Cathy Dana                                  cathydana@gmail.com (Creative Expressions)

Elizabeth White                            ewhite823@earthlink.net
Miriam Sundheim                         msundheim@alameda.k12.ca.us (Paraprofessional)

Maureen Deierling                        modeierlingaclc@gmail.com

PORTABLE EXTENSIONS

Port 2               x115 

Port 3               x112

Port 4               x114

Port 5               x110

Room 601
 x118
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