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Parent Asset Committee Publication                   Center Phone Number (510) 521-7543
Due to the upcoming Winter break, we are publishing a combination December/January newsletter.

(       Calendar      (
(also located at http://alamedaclc.org/)
December:

12/22 – 1/2
Winter Break
January:

1/7

Governing Board meeting; 7:00 p.m.

1/9
Healthy Lunch: Comfort Food: Macaroni and cheese, meat or veggie sausages, green salad, pie

1/14
ACLC Science Fair; 7 – 8:30 p.m.


1/19

Martin Luther King Day; NO SCHOOL

1/27,28, 29
Learner Led Conferences
1/28

PAC meeting; 6:00 p.m.



CCEF meeting; 7:00 p.m.

1/30

End of Semester
February:

2/4

Governing Board meeting; 7:00 p.m.

2/5

ACLC New Learner Recruitment Night; 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.; information regarding



applying to ACLC

2/6

Healthy Lunch: Stewie Day: Beef or vegetarian stew, salad, rolls, cream puffs


2/13

Lincoln’s Birthday; NO SCHOOL

2/16

President’s Day; NO SCHOOL

2/17

ACLC New Learner Recruitment Night; 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.; information regarding



applying to ACLC

2/25

PAC meeting; 6:00 p.m.



CCEF meeting: 7:00 p.m.

2/27

ACLC Staff Development Day – ½ day; 12:15 p.m. dismissal

2/28

General Mills Box Tops deadline

( (      News      ( (
Lead Facilitator’s Report

It’s already Winter Break!  We’ll be on holiday beginning December 22nd and will return to school on January 5th. Things have been quite festive around the Center this season, with the recent gingerbread house building extravaganza and the ACLC musicians’ presentation, so we’re all in the holiday spirit (and full of candy, graham crackers and frosting). 

Progress reports will be coming out within a week or so. If your learner is struggling or you have questions, now is the time to get in touch with facilitators so we can do everything possible to ensure he or she finishes the semester on a positive academic note. All facilitator email addresses are available on the school Website. Don’t forget that you can check your learner’s assignments and progress on SnapGrades. 

The facilitators all agree that it’s important for learners to share time with their families over the holiday break, and we’re planning to keep homework to a minimum. Even though your learner may not have regular assignments to complete, encourage him or her to use those inevitable moments of boredom productively and pick up a book! 

Finally, a reminder to the families of college-bound seniors: The Free Application for Federal Financial Aid becomes available on January 1. Get a jump start on the process by visiting the FAFSA Website at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov to apply for a PIN number and start pulling together your financial records. Regardless of what college or vocational school your learner is planning to attend, the FAFSA is an essential first step to receiving grants and loans. 

Just a reminder that I work on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays this year. During the remainder of the week, Lynn is onboard as Lead Facilitator to help take care of your immediate needs. As always, feel free to give me a call at 521-7543 ext. 113 or email me at llewis@alameda.k12.ca.us if you’d like to talk. 

Safe and peaceful holidays to everyone! 

Lora Lewis
Development Director’s Report

In December, the AUSD approved a new Superintendent, Kirsten Vital. Kirsten comes from the Oakland Unified School District and one of her duties there was oversight of the person in charge of charter schools. We look forward to working with her as someone who has experience in working with charter schools.  We wish her well in her new job.  AUSD also has three new school board members: Trisch Spencer, Robert Mooney, and Niel Tam.  We also look forward to working with them in providing parents in Alameda with high quality educational choices.

In October, our parent nonprofit, CLCS submitted a new charter petition to AUSD for the creation of the Nea Community Learning Center, a new K-12 charter school proposal based on the ACLC model. On November 25th, the AUSD school board approved the charter by a 3-1 vote. We are in the process of negotiating a Memorandum of Understanding and seeking a facility from AUSD. We hope to have a designated building for NCLC by early spring. We have already received 225 applications for the new school.  We hope to open in the fall of 2009 with grades K-10. Maafi Gueye will be the Lead Facilitator at the new school. Applications are available from Carlton.  (carlton.nclc@gmail.com)

For those of you have pledged to financially support the school during our annual fund drive, we sincerely thank you. For those of you who have not yet pledged, we hope that you will in the near future contribute at a level that is appropriate for you.  We really do need 100% parent participation if we are going to continue to provide the high quality program that we do in future years given the economic challenges that our country and state face.  

Paul Bentz
News from PAC or PAAAAC! (Parent Asset And Adult Actualizer Committee!  

Hi PAC fans, you may have wondered what happened to our meeting days....well, we are trying to coordinate them with CCEF, but had a glitch in the communication, so based on the CCEF schedule the PAC meetings for the rest of the school year are:  January 28, 2009, February 25, 2009, March 25, 2009, April 22, 2009 and May 27, 2009. PAC begins at 6:00 p.m. and CCEF begins at 7:00 p.m. 

Its a brand new calendar year, so its a great time to start helping out in the PAC committees, if you haven't started already. Committees like the Outback Supervisors and Healthy Lunch can always use new helpers.  It’s a great way to get to know the ACLC community. Thanks to all of our community volunteers who make all of these things happen.

PAC would like to thank Maria McCord for her work in organizing the ACLC potluck socials and cookie and craft nights this fall.  Look for some parent evening programs and other all-community social events for the winter.  If you have any ideas for evening programs or social events, please feel free to contact us.

Grad Committee is getting ready for 2009.  

We hope everyone has a wonderful holiday!! 

Susan Paulukonis 510 865-4503 or susan@spaulukonis.com
Vickie Miyashiro 510 521-9420 or miyashiro@comcast.net
News from FF&E

The FF&E Committee continues its efforts to gather much needed equipment and furnishings for the Center to replace items that are a bit past their prime! The Parker family has generously donated 4 terrific chairs and the Neuman-Kelly family donated a new Apples to Apples game.  Rob Oakley has offered and will be providing his carpentry expertise and one of our learners, Ginger McBride, is ready, willing and able to help us move new acquisitions.  Other than that, we've had a few "almosts" on a number of other items, so we continue our hunt!  So, thanks to everyone who has been trying on the FF&E Committee's behalf! 

As a reminder, the following items are still much needed. Let us know if you can help.

PA System

2 couches or seating areas to form “communications pods”

50 – 150 coordinated center chairs      

2-3 teacher work stations

Board room table with 12 coordinated chairs (dimensions of 4 feet by 10 feet)

4 PC laptops capable of running Windows XP

 Small couch and chair for the office of Laura and Lynn

2  Naturally Speaking computer programs 

1 pc laptop for the robotics program 

8 Scrabble game sets 

8 Blokus game sets

2 Goblet games sets

1 Apples to Apples game sets     

Toys and art supplies 

Thank you! 

The FF&E Committee

Kappi Bowen kappi@guppltd.com
Laurie Ricksecker lrickseck@aol.com
Catherine Mathews bobcatm@alamedanet.net
Lisa Maxwell north2986@yahoo.com
 News from EScrip

Hi folks.  There is a very easy way to support ACLC - just go to http://www.escrip.com/ and either join or update your information.  That way, every time you shop at a supporting business a portion of your purchase gets credited to ACLC.  You can also update your contributions through Safeway as well. It is easy, fast and painless.

Also, given that I am the parent of a current senior, I think it would be wise if someone would replace me.  It is an easy and necessary volunteer position.  I would be thrilled if there was someone out there who would be willing and inspired to replace me (if inspiration fails, plain willingness will do).

Thank you all for what you do, and may you have holidays that leave you satisfied and peaceful.

Laura Wolz

General Mills Box tops

Thanks to everyone who has brought in box tops. 

There is a jar near the sign in sheets. Additionally, you can mail them to me at:

Iris DeMello

1544 Fourth Street

Alameda, CA 94501
The next deadline for Box Tops submissions is February 28th.

Iris DeMello

Listserv

Proper Listserv etiquette is to reply directly to an individual, as opposed to the entire list, when your message is directed to that individual, unless you feel it has broader community interest. This will cut down on the number of unwanted e-mails we all get. Please do not utilize the AACLC-L for matters not related to AACLC, such as business advertisements or solicitations.

If you find one or more e-mail messages to be rude or unwanted and if you find it necessary to respond, we ask that you do so in private.

If you have any questions about the listserv, please contact me at idemello@alamedanet.net.

Iris DeMello

Healthy Lunch Menu 

January 9
Comfort Food:  Macaroni and cheese, meat or veggie sausages, green salad, pie

February 6

Stewie Day: Beef or vegetarian stew, salad, rolls, cream puffs


If you would like to help prepare and/or serve Healthy Lunches, please contact Alison Harris at alhalameda@aol.com. Since we now have 240 learners, we could use some extra help preparing and/or serving the lunches. For new parents, it's a great way to meet other parents and to provide a healthy lunch for your learner.

Prior to each healthy lunch, an email will be sent with the upcoming menu, requesting specific items. Please submit a receipt and you will be reimbursed for whatever you spend on the food. - Alison Harris

OTHER CLASSES AND CENTER ACTIVITIES

by Debbie Pollart

Ultimate:

The weekend of November 15th/16th, 12 high school girls from ACLC competed at a college Ultimate Frisbee tournament hosted by UC Santa Cruz. There were 32 teams from the West Coast in attendance; 16 in the Men's division and 16 in the Women's division. ACLC girls were the only high school team invited to compete at the invitation-only tournament. The girls were determined to show they deserved to compete with the west coast's best college ultimate teams. Entering at the bottom of the rankings, our girls finished in 11th place after a nail biting victory against UC Davis and a handily won game against the UC Berkeley X team.

In addition to the existing ACLC students playing, several ACLC alumni participated at the tournament playing for their current schools including UC Santa Cruz, Stanford, and UC Berkeley. 

On December 7th, Dark Meat (mixed team) played in a high-school tournament at Granada High in Livermore. Winning all 4 of their games, notable players that day included Ilya Pinsky, Natalie McKee, Geoff Ogata and Kaila Pollart.  (from Debbie) 

Counseling Corner 

Juniors:

This is the time to create your accounts with the testing agencies. Look at the test dates and decide which tests you want (or need) to take depending on what colleges you think you will be applying to. It is best to take tests more than once as scores can improve and most colleges look at your highest scores. Most colleges require all testing to be completed by December of your senior year.

This year ACLC will have a prep course for juniors for the SAT reasoning. It will be offered this spring some time. We are still ironing out the details. I will let you know when the time comes.

SAT 

Test Dates:                                                    Registration Dates:

January 24                                                       December 26

March 14                                                         February 10

May 2                                                              March 31

June 6                                                             May 5

Most colleges want applicants to take the SAT reasoning test, (the longer version of the PSAT). More competitive colleges also want two of the SAT II subject tests. These tests are one hour long and up to three subject tests can be taken on the same day. It is best to take a subject test towards the end of the school year in the subject area you are just completing. The SAT reasoning test is the only test that can be taken on a test day, as it is a 3 hour and 45 minute test. 

www.collegeboard.com

 ACT

Test Dates:                                                    Registration Dates:

February 7                                                       January 6

April 4                                                              February 27 

June 13                                                            May 8

Most colleges accept the ACT which is similar to the SAT reasoning test. Be sure to take the writing portion of the ACT. For the more competitive colleges, you still must take two of the SAT II subject tests.

www.actstudent.org

I have passed out the PSAT score results and have had a session to discuss how to interpret the scores. Your learners will have their reports by now so be sure to have them explain their scores with you. If you have questions please contact me.

After the first of the year I will go into 9th grade classes to discuss graduation requirements. I will talk to learners about the coming years at ACLC and the classes they need to take to be college ready.

Gail Smith-Pratt


Attendance Requirements:

The staff would like to remind everyone that all learners in grades 6 - 12 are required by California state law to attend school from the hours of 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Those learners who have college classes are eligible for our Off Campus Contract, but their request to leave campus to attend classes must first be approved by the Curriculum Committee of our Governing Board. The necessary paperwork has been handed out and must be returned and approved before learners can legally be away from the ACLC during the school day. 

Those learners without college classes or other eligible Off Campus activities are expected to be at ACLC by 8 a.m. each school day. Those who have an unexcused tardy, will be assigned detention. Habitual tardiness may result in more serious consequences. 

Attendance and punctuality are important because of their direct relationship to academic progress and developing responsibility in students.  According to state law, parents are responsible for punctual and regular attendance.

Alameda Unified School District requires when any student has had 14 absences in the school year for illness, any further absences for illness must be verified by a physician to excuse the absences.  If we do not receive verification from the physician then the absences will remain unexcused.

Please help the ACLC abide by the state laws for compulsory school attendance by getting learners to school on time and reminding them to sign in each day. 

If your Learner is taking ANY courses at Encinal High school, you must call Encinal High at 510-748-4023 to report all ABSENCES AND TARDIES FOR THE PERIOD TAKEN.

 

Last Name        CALL
A-L                   510-748-4023 x 3108 Pat Rios

M-Z                  510-748-4023 x 3109 Theresa Lee

School Phone#’s & Emails


ACLC Phone: (510) 521-7543 – Answered at the Center & Facilitator phonemail Absence notification method: contact the "Attendance Hotline" at phone: 510-521-7543 option "3" or  Email: jwilliams@alameda.k12.ca.us  

          Facilitators Desk: 510-521-7543 x116

         This line will be an additional line to reach someone at the Center, if you cannot contact Juanita at the front desk.         
	Juanita Williams x100 or 0           jwilliams@alameda.k12.ca.us
Paul Bentz x101

      pbentz@alameda.k12.ca.us
Patricia Williamson x102
      pwilliamson@alameda.k12.ca.us

Lynn Kameny x103

      lkameny@alameda.k12.ca.us
Milt Friedman x 104                     mifriedman@alameda.k12.ca.us

Maafi Gueye x105

      mnkisi@alameda.k12.ca.us, maafigueye@hotmail.com
Jacob Powell x106

      jpowell@alameda.k12.ca.us
Gail Smith-Pratt x107
                  gspratt@alameda.k12.ca.us
Julian August x 108                      jaugust@alameda.k12.ca.us
Carrie Blanche x109
                  cblanche@alameda.k12.ca.us
Carlton Grizzle x111
                  cgrizzle@alameda.k12.ca.us
Lora Lewis  x113                          llewis@alameda.k12.ca.us

Terry Toczynski x 117                  ttoczynski@alameda.k12.ca.us
Josiah Hooper

                  josiah@therake.com (DVS)

David Dilworth                              davidilworth@yahoo.com (Digital Music Production)

Cathy Dana                                  cathydana@alamedanet.net (Creative Expressions)

Margaret Hutchins                        phutchins@alameda.k12.ca.us (Paraprofessional)

Debbie Garcia                              dgarcia@alameda.k12.ca.us (Paraprofessional)

Miriam Sundheim                         msundheim@alameda.k12.ca.us (Paraprofessional)

PORTABLE EXTENSIONS

Port 2   x115 

Port 3   x112

Port 4   x114

Port 5   x110
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