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Course Description

A.  COVER PAGE

1. Course Title

English 9
2. Transcript Title / Abbreviation

Eng 9

3.  Transcript Course Code / Number

4. School

Arthur Andersen Community Learning Center
5. District

Alameda

9. Subject Area

      History/Social Science

 x   English

      Mathematics

      Laboratory Science

      Language other than English

      Visual & Performing Arts (for 2003)

      College Prep Elective

6. City

Alameda
10. Grade Level(s)

9

7. School / District Web Site 11. Seeking “Honors” Distinction?

              Yes             x    No

12. Unit Value

      0.5 (half year or semester equivalent)

 x   1.0 (one year equivalent)

      2.0 (two year equivalent)

      Other: _______________________________

8. School Contact

Name: Alison Gray

Title/Position:  Counselor

Phone:      510-521-7543                                Ext.:

Fax:  510-521-7350

E-mail: agray@alameda.k12.ca.us 13. Date of School Board Approval

14. Was this course previously approved by UC?               Yes        x   No          If so, year removed from list? ________

      Under what course title? ____________________________________________________________________

15. Is this course modeled after an UC-approved course from another school?          x   Yes             No

      If so, which school(s)? Encinal High School

16. Pre-Requisites
None

17. Co-Requisites
None

18. Brief Course Description
In the course students develop literary critical analysis skills, critical writing skills, editing skills, and engage in
explorations of themselves and their cultures.  Students read, discuss, reflect and write about a variety of texts –
including poetry, the short story, the novel, drama, and nonfiction– as they strive to understand what these texts
reveal about modern culture.

Students will write for a variety of audiences, hone their critical editing skills, and further develop their public
speaking skills.  Student writing in the expository, narrative, poetic, and dramatic modes encompasses composing,
editing, revision, peer editing and rewriting skills.
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B.  COURSE CONTENT
Please refer to instructions

19. Course Goals and/or Major Student Outcomes
• Read and respond thoughtfully to a wide variety of literary and expository texts including film.  (Reading

Standard 2, 3)
• Write effectively for a variety of purposes and audiences. (Writing Standard 1, 2)
• Enrich their vocabulary with words particular to the literature they study.
• Improve their ability to proofread and edit their own work as well as their peers’ work. (Written and Oral

Language Conventions Standard 1)
• Analyze and prepare effective presentations utilizing a variety of communication tools. (Listening and

Speaking 1, 2)



3

20. Course Objectives

Reading

Students will:

• Use critical reading strategies to construct meaning from increasingly sophisticated and culturally diverse
texts. (Reading Standard 2,3)

• Understand and appreciate a variety of literary and expository texts. (Reading Standard 2, 3)
• Select and read challenging material independently to enrich the curriculum. (Reading Standard 2, 3)
• Critically analyze a variety of texts. (Reading Standard 2, 3)

Writing

Students will:

• Write for a variety of audiences and purposes. (Writing Standard 1,2)
• Write effectively in a range of domains including reflection, interpretation, evaluation, synthesis,

persuasion, and controversial issue. (Writing Standard 1, 2)
• Use conventions of writing for effective and appropriate communication. (Writing Standard 1)
• Assess and reflect upon their writing process.  (Writing Standard 1, 2)
• Use writing as a tool to help others assess and reflect upon their writing process.  (Writing Standard 1)

Written and Oral English Language Conventions

Students will:

• Demonstrate their ability to utilize English language conventions.  (Standard 1)
• Improve their ability to peer edit for conventional English usage.

Listening and Speaking

Students will:

• Analyze and interpret oral communication. (Listening and Speaking Standard 1, 2)
• Make oral presentations for a variety of audiences and purposes. (Listening and Speaking Standard 1, 2)
• Utilize multiple presentation resources including multi-media.  (Listening and Speaking Standard 2)
• Develop a critical rubric for judging the merit of an oral presentation and critique a peer’s presentation

according to the rubric.  (Listening and Speaking Standard 1)

Information Literacy

Students will:
• Develop information search strategies that utilize successful internet, print, non-print, technology and

community resources
• Evaluate resources for accuracy and relevance.
• Organize, integrate and apply information to produce projects (print, web page, Power Point, poster, etc.)

which reflect critical thinking and problem-solving skills.
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21. Course Outline
• In the first three weeks students will review the learning tools such as note taking, listening and speaking

skills, critical reading and responses, the writing process, and the various types of writing.
• In the first and second quarters, students will develop an understanding of the components of critical

analysis and practice demonstrate their understanding through a series of written essays, analytic
responses, and oral presentations including debates on controversial issues.

• In the third quarter students will have an opportunity to explore literature of their choosing in small
literature groups, and an opportunity to experiment with personal writing from a variety of genres
including fiction, poetry, autobiography and drama.

• In the fourth quarter students will continue literature groups, work on a course-related project, and create a
portfolio of their best work of the year.

The students’ final portfolio will include:

• An introductory reflection that introduces their anthology
• A critical commentary of each piece submitted
• A personal narrative
• At least three pieces of analytical writing on literary works read throughout the year
• A selection of the students’ best creative writing
• A controversial issue essay or a formal essay that demonstrates evidence of research

Students will read literary that reflects the specific unit topic/projects.

22. Texts & Supplemental Instructional Materials
Write Source 2000 published by Houghton Mifflin Company
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing, Claggett, Reid, Vinz, Houghton Mifflin Company

Novels:
Diary of Anne Frank
A Thousand Pieces of Gold
When the Legends Die
No No Boy
Of Mice and Men
To Kill A Mockingbird
Color Purple
Reservations Blue

Imagining America: Stories From The Promised Land edited by Wesley Brown and Amy Ling
Selected poetry
Videos
Periodicals: New York Times; SF Chronicles; Times; and Newsweek

23. Key Assignments
End-of-the year portfolio of learners' best work as mentioned above, debate presentations and papers, book groups,
web pages, and Power Point presentation.

24. Instructional Methods and/or Strategies
Whole group instruction/Lecture
Cooperative learning groups
Literature groups/Book groups (Discussion)
Individual conferences/tutorials wit a writing tutor
Writing Process activities/peer editing

25. Assessment Methods and/or Tools
Instructor's assessment; oral presentation; peer/group responses; journals; a portfolio of students' best work that
include the various types of writing styles; and exams.
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C. HONORS COURSES ONLY
Please refer to instructions

26. Indicate how this honors course is different from the standard course.

D.  OPTIONAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Please refer to instructions

27. Context for Course (optional)

28. History of Course Development (optional)


